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§7901. Congressional findings and purposes

(a) The Congress finds that uranium mill tail-
ings located at active and inactive mill oper-
ations may pose a potential and significant radi-
ation health hazard to the public, and that the
protection of the public health, safety, and wel-
fare and the regulation of interstate commerce
require that every reasonable effort be made to
provide for the stabilization, disposal, and con-
trol in a safe and environmentally sound man-
ner of such tailings in order to prevent or mini-
mize radon diffusion into the environment and
to prevent or minimize other environmental
hazards from such tailings.

(b) The purposes of this chapter are to pro-
vide—

(1) in cooperation with the interested States,
Indian tribes, and the persons who own or con-
trol inactive mill tailings sites, a program of
assessment and remedial action at such sites,
including, where appropriate, the reprocessing
of tailings to extract residual uranium and
other mineral values where practicable, in
order to stabilize and control such tailings in
a safe and environmentally sound manner and
to minimize or eliminate radiation health haz-
ards to the public, and

(2) a program to regulate mill tailings dur-
ing uranium or thorium ore processing at ac-
tive mill operations and after termination of
such operations in order to stabilize and con-
trol such tailings in a safe and environ-
mentally sound manner and to minimize or
eliminate radiation health hazards to the pub-
lic.

(Pub. L. 95-604, §2, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3021.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’, meaning Pub. L. 95-604, Nov. 8,
1978, 92 Stat. 3021, as amended, known as the Uranium
Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act of 1978. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note below and Tables.
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SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 100-616, §1, Nov. 5, 1988, 102 Stat. 3192, pro-
vided: ‘“That this Act [amending sections 7916 and 7922
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Uranium Mill Tail-
ings Remedial Action Amendments Act of 1988’.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 95-604, §1, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3021, provided
that: ‘“This Act [enacting this chapter and sections
2022, 2113, and 2114 of this title, amending sections 2014,
2021, 2111, and 2201 of this title, and enacting provisions
set out as notes under sections 2014, 2021, and 2113 of
this title] may be cited as the ‘Uranium Mill Tailings
Radiation Control Act of 1978°.”

SUBCHAPTER I—REMEDIAL ACTION
PROGRAM

§ 7911. Definitions

For purposes of this subchapter—

(1) The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of Energy.

(2) The term ‘‘Commission’” means the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

(3) The term ‘‘Administrator’” means the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

(4) The term ‘‘Indian tribe’’ means any tribe,
band, clan, group, pueblo, or community of In-
dians recognized as eligible for services pro-
vided by the Secretary of the Interior to Indi-
ans.

(5) The term ‘‘person’ means any individual,
association, partnership, corporation, firm,
joint venture, trust, government entity, and
any other entity, except that such term does
not include any Indian or Indian tribe.

(6) The term ‘‘processing site’”” means—

(A) any site, including the mill, containing
residual radioactive materials at which all
or substantially all of the uranium was pro-
duced for sale to any Federal agency prior to
January 1, 1971 under a contract with any
Federal agency, except in the case of a site
at or near Slick Rock, Colorado, unless—

(i) such site was owned or controlled as
of January 1, 1978, or is thereafter owned
or controlled, by any Federal agency, or

(ii) a license (issued by the Commission
or its predecessor agency under the Atom-
ic Energy Act of 1954 [42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.]
or by a State as permitted under section
274 of such Act [42 U.S.C. 2021]) for the pro-
duction at such site of any uranium or
thorium product derived from ores is in ef-
fect on January 1, 1978, or is issued or re-
newed after such date; and

(B) any other real property or improve-
ment thereon which—
(i) is in the vicinity of such site, and
(ii) is determined by the Secretary, in
consultation with the Commission, to be
contaminated with residual radioactive
materials derived from such site.

Any ownership or control of an area by a Fed-
eral agency which is acquired pursuant to a
cooperative agreement under this subchapter
shall not be treated as ownership or control by
such agency for purposes of subparagraph
(A)(). A license for the production of any ura-
nium product from residual radioactive mate-
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