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§ 716. Printing of documents not provided for by 
law 

Either House may order the printing of a docu-

ment not already provided for by law, when ac-

companied by an estimate from the Director of 

the Government Publishing Office as to the 

probable cost. An executive department, bureau, 

board, or independent office of the Government 

submitting reports or documents in response to 

inquiries from Congress shall include an esti-

mate of the probable cost of printing to the 

usual number. This section does not apply to re-

ports or documents not exceeding fifty pages. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1250; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 140 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 2, 28 Stat. 601; Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2284, § 1, 34 Stat. 

1013). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 717. Appropriation chargeable for printing of 
document or report by order of Congress 

The cost of the printing of a document or re-

port printed by order of Congress which, under 

section 1107 of this title, cannot be properly 

charged to another appropriation or allotment 

of appropriation already made, upon order of the 

Joint Committee on Printing, shall be charged 

to the allotment of appropriation for printing 

and binding for Congress. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1250.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 144 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 2, 28 Stat. 601; Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 2284, § 1, 34 Stat. 

1013). 

§ 718. Lapse of authority to print 

The authority to print a document or report, 

or a publication authorized by law to be printed, 

for distribution by Congress, shall lapse when 

the whole number of copies has not been ordered 

within two years from the date of the original 

order, except orders for subsequent editions, ap-

proved by the Joint Committee on Printing, in 

which case the whole number may not exceed 

that originally authorized by law. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1250.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 141 (Mar. 1, 1907, ch. 

2284, § 5, 34 Stat. 1014). 

§ 719. Classification and numbering of publica-
tions ordered printed by Congress; designa-
tion of publications of departments; printing 
of committee hearings 

Publications ordered printed by Congress, or 

either House, shall be in four series, namely: 
one series of reports made by the commit-

tees of the Senate, to be known as Senate re-

ports; 
one series of reports made by the commit-

tees of the House of Representatives, to be 

known as House reports; 

one series of documents other than reports 

of committees, the orders for printing which 

originate in the Senate, to be known as Senate 

documents; and 

one series of documents other than commit-

tee reports, the orders for printing which 

originate in the House of Representatives, to 

be known as House documents. 

The publications in each series shall be con-

secutively numbered, the numbers in each series 

continuing in unbroken sequence throughout 

the entire term of a Congress, but these provi-

sions do not apply to the documents printed for 

the use of the Senate in executive session. Of 

the ‘‘usual number’’, the copies which are in-

tended for distribution to State libraries and 

other designated depositories of annual or serial 

publications originating in or prepared by an ex-

ecutive department, bureau, office, commission, 

or board may not be numbered in the document 

or report series of either House of Congress, but 

shall be designated by title and bound as pro-

vided by section 738 of this title; and the depart-

mental edition, if any, shall be printed concur-

rently with the ‘‘usual number.’’ Hearings of 

committees may be printed as congressional 

documents only when specifically ordered by 

Congress or either House. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1250.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 142 (Jan. 15, 1908, No. 

3, § 1, 35 Stat. 565). 

§ 720. Senate and House Manuals 

Each House may order printed as many copies 

as it desires, of the Senate Manual and of the 

Rules and Manual of the House of Representa-

tives, even though the cost exceed $500. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1251.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 148 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 73, 28 Stat. 617). 

§ 721. Congressional Directory 

(a) There shall be prepared under the direction 

of the Joint Committee on Printing (1) a Con-

gressional Directory, which shall be printed and 

distributed as early as practicable during the 

first session of each Congress and (2) a supple-

ment to each Congressional Directory, which 

shall be printed and distributed as early as prac-

ticable during the second regular session of each 

Congress. The Joint Committee shall control 

the number and distribution of the Congres-

sional Directory and each supplement. 

(b) One copy of the Congressional Directory 

delivered to Members of the Senate and the 

House of Representatives (including Delegates 

and the Resident Commissioner) shall be bound 

in cloth and imprinted on the cover with the 

name of the Member. Copies of the Congres-

sional Directory delivered to depository librar-

ies may be bound in cloth. All other copies of 

the Congressional Directory shall be bound in 

paper and names shall not be imprinted thereon, 

except that copies printed for sale under section 

722 may be bound in cloth. 
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1 So in original. See References in Text note below. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1251; Pub. 

L. 95–94, title IV, § 404, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 682.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 149 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 73, 28 Stat. 617; July 1, 1902, ch. 1351, 32 Stat. 583). 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–94 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a), substituted provisions relating to distribu-

tion of initial and supplementary Directories for provi-

sions requiring preparation of three editions of the Di-

rectory during the first session of each Congress and 

two editions during each second regular session of Con-

gress, struck out provisions relating to distribution of 

the first edition and provisions relating to cloth bind-

ing for copies delivered to Senators and Representa-

tives, and added subsec. (b). 

§ 722. Congressional Directory: sale 

The Director of the Government Publishing 

Office, under the direction of the Joint Commit-

tee on Printing, may print the current Congres-

sional Directory for sale at a price sufficient to 

reimburse the expense of printing. The money 

derived from sales shall be paid into the Treas-

ury and accounted for in his annual report to 

Congress, and sales may not be made on credit. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1251; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 150 (Jan. 12, 1895 ch. 

23, § 40, 28 Stat. 607). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 723. Memorial addresses: preparation; distribu-
tion 

After the final adjournment of each session of 

Congress, there shall be compiled, prepared, 

printed with illustrations, and bound in cloth in 

one volume, in the style, form, and manner di-

rected by the Joint Committee on Printing, 

without extra compensation to any employee, 

the legislative proceedings of Congress and the 

exercises at the general memorial services held 

in the House of Representatives during each ses-

sion relative to the death of a Member of Con-

gress or a former Member of Congress who 

served as Speaker, together with all relevant 

memorial addresses and eulogies published in 

the Congressional Record during the same ses-

sion of Congress, and any other matter the Joint 

Committee considers relevant; and there shall 

be printed as many copies as needed to supply 

the total quantity provided for by this section, 

of which fifty copies, bound in full morocco, 

with gilt edges, suitably lettered as may be re-

quested, shall be delivered to the family of the 

deceased, and the remaining copies shall be dis-

tributed as follows: 

of all eulogies on deceased Members of Con-

gress to the Vice President and each Senator, 

Representative, and Resident Commissioner in 

Congress, one copy; 

of the eulogies on deceased Senators there 

shall be furnished two hundred and fifty copies 

for each Senator of the State represented by 

the deceased and twenty copies for each Rep-

resentative from that State; 
of the eulogies on a deceased Representative 

and Resident Commissioner two hundred and 

fifty copies for his successor in office; twenty 

copies for each of the other Representatives, 

or Resident Commissioner of the State, or in-

sular possession represented by the deceased; 

and twenty copies for each Senator from that 

State. 

The ‘‘usual number’’ of memorial addresses 

may not be printed. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1251; Pub. 

L. 97–51, § 101(c), Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 959.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964, ed., § 151 (Aug. 23, 1894, ch. 

307, 28 Stat. 447; Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 23, § 73, 28 Stat. 616; 

June 20, 1936, ch. 630, title I, § 1, 49 Stat. 1545). 

CODIFICATION 

The 1981 amendment by Pub. L. 97–51 is based on sec-

tion 4 of House Resolution 23, Ninety–seventh Congress, 

Mar. 10, 1981, as enacted into permanent law by H.R. 

4120, as reported July 9, 1981, and incorporated by ref-

erence in section 101(c) of Pub. L. 97–51, to be effective 

as if enacted into law. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–51 inserted ‘‘or a former Member of 

Congress who served as Speaker’’ after ‘‘relative to the 

death of a Member of Congress’’. 

RESTRICTION ON NUMBER OF BOUND EULOGIES 

Pub. L. 94–59, title VIII, July 25, 1975, 89 Stat. 296, pro-

vided that: ‘‘Hereafter, appropriations for authorized 

printing and binding for Congress shall not be available 

under the authority of section 723 of title 44 of the 

United States Code for the printing, publication, and 

distribution of more than fifty bound eulogies to be de-

livered to the family of the deceased, and in the case of 

a deceased Senator or deceased Representative (includ-

ing Delegates to Congress and the Resident Commis-

sioner from Puerto Rico), there shall be furnished to 

his successor in office two hundred and fifty copies.’’ 

§ 724. Memorial addresses: illustrations 

The illustrations to accompany bound copies 

of memorial addresses delivered in Congress 

shall be made at the Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing and paid for out of the appropriation 

for that bureau, or, in the discretion of the Joint 

Committee on Printing, shall be obtained else-

where by the Director of the Government Pub-

lishing Office and charged to the allotment for 

printing and binding for Congress. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1252; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 152 (Mar. 4, 1921, ch. 

161, § 1, 41 Stat. 1431). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 725. Statement of appropriations; ‘‘usual num-
ber’’ 

Of the statements of appropriations required 

to be prepared by section 105 of Title 2,1 there 
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