
Page 306 TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION § 6308 

1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘section 6309’’. 

section 6302(b)(3)(B) with the Bureau or re-
tained by an individual respondent. 

(B) LIMITATION ON JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS.— 
A copy of a report described in subparagraph 
(A) that has been retained by an individual 
respondent or filed with the Bureau or any 
of the employees, contractors, or agents of 
the Bureau— 

(i) shall be immune from legal process; 
and 

(ii) shall not, without the consent of the 
individual concerned, be admitted as evi-
dence or used for any purpose in any ac-
tion, suit, or other judicial or administra-
tive proceedings. 

(C) APPLICABILITY.—This paragraph shall 
apply only to reports that permit informa-
tion concerning an individual or organiza-
tion to be reasonably determined by direct 
or indirect means. 

(3) INFORMING RESPONDENT OF USE OF DATA.— 
If the Bureau is authorized by statute to col-
lect data or information for a nonstatistical 
purpose, the Director shall clearly distinguish 
the collection of the data or information, by 
rule and on the collection instrument, in a 
manner that informs the respondent who is re-
quested or required to supply the data or in-
formation of the nonstatistical purpose. 

(c) TRANSPORTATION AND TRANSPORTATION-RE-
LATED DATA ACCESS.—The Director shall be pro-
vided access to any transportation and transpor-
tation-related information in the possession of 
any Federal agency, except— 

(1) information that is expressly prohibited 
by law from being disclosed to another Federal 
agency; or 

(2) information that the agency possessing 
the information determines could not be dis-
closed without significantly impairing the dis-
charge of authorities and responsibilities 
which have been delegated to, or vested by 
law, in such agency. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–141, div. E, title II, § 52011(a), 
July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 892.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 3(a) of Pub. 

L. 112–141, set out as an Effective and Termination 

Dates of 2012 Amendment note under section 101 of 

Title 23, Highways. 

§ 6308. Proceeds of data product sales 

Notwithstanding section 3302 of title 31, 
amounts received by the Bureau from the sale of 
data products for necessary expenses incurred 
may be credited to the Highway Trust Fund 
(other than the Mass Transit Account) for the 
purpose of reimbursing the Bureau for those ex-
penses. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–141, div. E, title II, § 52011(a), 
July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 893.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 3(a) of Pub. 

L. 112–141, set out as an Effective and Termination 

Dates of 2012 Amendment note under section 101 of 

Title 23, Highways. 

§ 6309. National transportation atlas database 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall develop 
and maintain a national transportation atlas 
database that is comprised of geospatial data-
bases that depict— 

(1) transportation networks; 
(2) flows of people, goods, vehicles, and craft 

over the transportation networks; and 
(3) social, economic, and environmental con-

ditions that affect or are affected by the trans-
portation networks. 

(b) INTERMODAL NETWORK ANALYSIS.—The 
databases referred to in subsection (a) shall be 
capable of supporting intermodal network 
analysis. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–141, div. E, title II, § 52011(a), 
July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 894.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 3(a) of Pub. 

L. 112–141, set out as an Effective and Termination 

Dates of 2012 Amendment note under section 101 of 

Title 23, Highways. 

§ 6310. Limitations on statutory construction 

Nothing in this chapter— 
(1) authorizes the Bureau to require any 

other Federal agency to collect data; or 
(2) alters or diminishes the authority of any 

other officer of the Department to collect and 
disseminate data independently. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–141, div. E, title II, § 52011(a), 
July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 894.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 3(a) of Pub. 

L. 112–141, set out as an Effective and Termination 

Dates of 2012 Amendment note under section 101 of 

Title 23, Highways. 

§ 6311. Research and development grants 

The Secretary may make grants to, or enter 
into cooperative agreements or contracts with, 
public and nonprofit private entities (including 
State transportation departments, metropolitan 
planning organizations, and institutions of high-
er education) for— 

(1) investigation of the subjects described in 
section 6302(b)(3)(B)(vi); 

(2) research and development of new meth-
ods of data collection, standardization, man-
agement, integration, dissemination, interpre-
tation, and analysis; 

(3) demonstration programs by States, local 
governments, and metropolitan planning orga-
nizations to coordinate data collection, re-
porting, management, storage, and archiving 
to simplify data comparisons across jurisdic-
tions; 

(4) development of electronic clearinghouses 
of transportation data and related informa-
tion, as part of the Library; and 

(5) development and improvement of meth-
ods for sharing geographic data, in support of 
the database under section 6310 1 and the Na-
tional Spatial Data Infrastructure developed 
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