§215

§ 215. Institution of confiscation proceedings

The Attorney General, or the United States
attorney for any judicial district in which such
property may at the time be, may institute the
proceedings of condemnation, and in such case
they shall be wholly for the benefit of the
United States; or any person may file an infor-
mation with such attorney, in which case the
proceedings shall be for the use of such informer
and the United States in equal parts.

(R.S. §5311; June 25, 1948, ch. 646, §1, 62 Stat. 909.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §5311 derived from act Aug. 6, 1861, ch. 60, §3, 12
Stat. 319.

CHANGE OF NAME

Act June 25, 1948, eff. Sept. 1, 1948, substituted
“United States attorney’ for ‘‘attorney of the United
States’. See section 541 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judi-
cial Procedure, and Historical and Revision Notes
thereunder.

§216. Preventing transportation of goods to aid
insurrection

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to
prohibit and prevent the transportation in any
vessel, or upon any railroad, turnpike, or other
road or means of transportation within the
United States, of any property, whatever may be
the ostensible destination of the same, in all
cases where there are satisfactory reasons to be-
lieve that such property is intended for any
place in the possession or under the control of
insurgents against the United States, or that
there is imminent danger that such property
will fall into the possession or under the control
of such insurgents; and he is further authorized,
in all cases where he deems it expedient so to
do, to require reasonable security to be given
that property shall not be transported to any
place under insurrectionary control, and shall
not, in any way, be used to give aid or comfort
to such insurgents; and he may establish all
such general or special regulations as may be
necessary or proper to carry into effect the pur-
poses of this section; and if any property is
transported in violation of this chapter, or of
any regulation of the Secretary of the Treasury,
established in pursuance thereof, or if any at-
tempt shall be made so to transport any, it shall
be forfeited.

(R.S. §5312.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §5312 derived from act May 20, 1862, ch. 81, §3, 12
Stat. 404.

§217. Trading in captured or abandoned prop-
erty

All persons in the military or naval service of
the United States are prohibited from buying or
selling, trading, or in any way dealing in cap-
tured or abandoned property, whereby they shall
receive or expect any profit, benefit, or advan-
tage to themselves, or any other person, directly
or indirectly connected with them; and it shall
be the duty of such person whenever such prop-
erty comes into his possession or custody, or
within his control, to give notice thereof to
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some agent, appointed by virtue of this chapter,
and to turn the same over to such agent without
delay. Any officer of the United States, civil,
military, or naval, or any sutler, soldier, or ma-
rine, or other person who shall violate any pro-
vision of this section, shall be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not more than
$5,000, and imprisoned in the penitentiary not
more than three years. Violations of this section
shall be cognizable before any court, civil or
military, competent to try the same.

(R.S. §5313.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §5313 derived from act July 2, 1864, ch. 225, §10,
13 Stat. 377.

§218. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a), Sept. 6,
1966, 80 Stat. 632

Section, R.S. §5314; act Mar. 2, 1929, ch. 510, §1, 45
Stat. 1496, related to authority of President in collec-
tion of duties to change ports of entry in case of insur-
rection.

§219. Removal of customhouse and detention of
vessels thereat

Whenever, at any port of entry, the duties on
imports cannot, in the judgment of the Presi-
dent, be collected in the ordinary way, or by the
course provided in section 218! of this title, by
reason of the cause mentioned in said section,
he may direct that the customhouse for the dis-
trict be established in any secure place within
the district, either on land or on board any ves-
sel in the district, or at sea near the coast; and
in such case the collector shall reside at such
place, or on shipboard, as the case may be, and
there detain all vessels and cargoes arriving
within or approaching the district, until the du-
ties imposed by law on such vessels and their
cargoes are paid in cash. But if the owner or
consignee of the cargo on board any vessel thus
detained, or the master of the vessel, desires to
enter a port of entry in any other district where
no such obstructions to the execution of the
laws exist, the master may be permitted so to
change the destination of the vessel and cargo in
his manifest; whereupon the collector shall de-
liver him a written permit to proceed to the
port so designated. And the Secretary of the
Treasury, with the approval of the President,
shall make proper regulations for the enforce-
ment on shipboard of such provisions of the laws
regulating the assessment and collection of du-
ties as in his judgment may be necessary and
practicable.

(R.S. §5315.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 218 of this title, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 632.

CODIFICATION

R.S. §5315 derived from acts July 13, 1861, ch. 3, §2, 12
Stat. 266; Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 136, §2, 18 Stat. 469.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

All offices of collector of customs, comptroller of cus-
toms, surveyor of customs, and appraiser of merchan-

1See References in Text note below.
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