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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

15 U.S.C. 5623. Pub. L. 102-555, title II, §203,

Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4172.

In subsection (a), at the end of paragraph (2), a semi-
colon is substituted for the period to correct an error
in the law.

§60124. Regulatory authority of Secretary

The Secretary may issue regulations to carry
out this subchapter. Such regulations shall be
promulgated only after public notice and com-
ment in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 553 of title 5.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3416.)
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15 U.S.C. 5624. Pub. L. 102-555, title II, §204,

Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 4173.

§60125. Agency activities

(a) LICENSE APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE.—A pri-
vate sector party may apply for a license to op-
erate a private remote sensing space system
which utilizes, on a space-available basis, a ci-
vilian United States Government satellite or ve-
hicle as a platform for such system. The Sec-
retary, pursuant to this subchapter, may license
such system if it meets all conditions of this
subchapter and—

(1) the system operator agrees to reimburse
the Government in a timely manner for all re-
lated costs incurred with respect to such utili-
zation, including a reasonable and propor-
tionate share of fixed, platform, data trans-
mission, and launch costs; and

(2) such utilization would not interfere with
or otherwise compromise intended civilian
Government missions, as determined by the
agency responsible for such civilian platform.

(b) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary may offer as-
sistance to private sector parties in finding ap-
propriate opportunities for such utilization.

(c) AGREEMENTS.—To the extent provided in
advance by appropriation Acts, any United
States Government agency may enter into
agreements for such utilization if such agree-
ments are consistent with such agency’s mission
and statutory authority, and if such remote
sensing space system is licensed by the Sec-
retary before commencing operation.

(d) APPLICABILITY.—This section does not
apply to activities carried out under subchapter
IV.

(e) EFFECT ON FCC AUTHORITY.—Nothing in
this subchapter shall affect the authority of the
Federal Communications Commission pursuant
to the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151
et seq.).

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3416.)
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REFERENCES IN TEXT
The Communications Act of 1934, referred to in sub-
sec. (e), is act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat. 1064, which
is classified principally to chapter 5 (§ 1561 et seq.) of
Title 47, Telecommunications. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of Title 47
and Tables.

SUBCHAPTER IV—RESEARCH,
DEVELOPMENT, AND DEMONSTRATION

§60131. Continued Federal research and develop-
ment

(a) ROLES OF ADMINISTRATION AND DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator and the
Secretary of Defense are directed to continue
and to enhance programs of remote sensing re-
search and development.

(2) ADMINISTRATION ACTIVITIES AUTHORIZED
AND ENCOURAGED.—The Administrator is au-
thorized and encouraged to—

(A) conduct experimental space remote
sensing programs (including applications
demonstration programs and basic research
at universities);

(B) develop remote sensing technologies
and techniques, including those needed for
monitoring the Earth and its environment;
and

(C) conduct such research and development
in cooperation with other United States
Government agencies and with public and
private research entities (including private
industry, universities, non-profit organiza-
tions, State and local governments, foreign
governments, and international organiza-
tions) and to enter into arrangements (in-
cluding joint ventures) which will foster
such cooperation.

(b) ROLES OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to enhance the
ability of the United States to manage and
utilize its renewable and nonrenewable re-
sources, the Secretary of Agriculture and the
Secretary of the Interior are authorized and
encouraged to conduct programs of research
and development in the applications of remote
sensing using funds appropriated for such pur-
poses.

(2) ACTIVITIES THAT MAY BE INCLUDED.—Such
programs may include basic research at uni-
versities, demonstrations of applications, and
cooperative activities involving other Govern-
ment agencies, private sector parties, and for-
eign and international organizations.

(¢c) ROLE OF OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Other
United States Government agencies are author-
ized and encouraged to conduct research and de-
velopment on the use of remote sensing in the
fulfillment of their authorized missions, using
funds appropriated for such purposes.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3417.)
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