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bles, fruits and all other agricultural commod-
ities in raw or processed form, except forestry 
products or fish or fishery products. 

(d) Implementation of policies to encourage full 
production in periods of short supply at fair 
and reasonable prices 

The Secretary of Agriculture is directed to im-
plement policies under this Act which are de-
signed to encourage American farmers to 
produce to their full capabilities during periods 
of short supply to assure American consumers 
with an adequate supply of food and fiber at fair 
and reasonable prices. 

(Pub. L. 91–524, title VIII, § 815, as added Pub. L. 
93–86, § 1(27)(B), Aug. 10, 1973, 87 Stat. 240.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order 11723 (dated June 13, 1973), referred 
to in subsec. (b), was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 11788, 
June 18, 1974, 39 F.R. 22113. 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (d), is Pub. L. 91–524, 
Nov. 30, 1970, 84 Stat. 1358, known as the Agricultural 
Act of 1970. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title of 1970 Amendment note set 
out under section 1281 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Agricultural Act 
of 1970 as added by the Agriculture and Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 1973, and not as part of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act of 1938 which comprises this chapter. 

SUBCHAPTER I—ADJUSTMENT IN FREIGHT 
RATES, NEW USES AND MARKETS, AND 
DISPOSITION OF SURPLUSES 

§ 1291. Adjustments in freight rates 

(a) Complaints by Secretary of Agriculture; no-
tice of hearings 

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to 
make complaint to the Surface Transportation 
Board with respect to rates, charges, tariffs, and 
practices relating to the transportation of farm 
products, and to prosecute the same before the 
Board. Before hearing or disposing of any com-
plaint (filed by any person other than the Sec-
retary) with respect to rates, charges, tariffs, 
and practices relating to the transportation of 
farm products, the Board shall cause the Sec-
retary to be notified, and, upon application by 
the Secretary, shall permit the Secretary to ap-
pear and be heard. 

(b) Secretary as party to proceedings 

If such rate, charge, tariff, or practice com-
plained of is one affecting the public interest, 
upon application by the Secretary, the Board 
shall make the Secretary a party to the proceed-
ing. In such case the Secretary shall have the 
rights of a party before the Board and the rights 
of a party to invoke and pursue original and ap-
pellate judicial proceedings involving the 
Board’s determination. The liability of the Sec-
retary in any such case shall extend only to li-
ability for court costs. 

(c) Utilization of records, services, etc., of De-
partment of Agriculture 

For the purposes of this section, the Surface 
Transportation Board is authorized to avail it-
self of the cooperation, records, services, and fa-
cilities of the Department of Agriculture. 

(d) Cooperation with complaining farm associa-
tions 

The Secretary is authorized to cooperate with 
and assist cooperative associations of farmers 
making complaint to the Surface Transpor-
tation Board with respect to rates, charges, tar-
iffs, and practices relating to the transportation 
of farm products. 

(Feb. 16, 1938, ch. 30, title II, § 201, 52 Stat. 36; 
Pub. L. 104–88, title III, § 311, Dec. 29, 1995, 109 
Stat. 948.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Pub. L. 104–88 substituted ‘‘Surface Transpor-
tation Board’’ for ‘‘Interstate Commerce Commission’’ 
in subsecs. (a), (c), and (d), ‘‘Board’’ for ‘‘Commission’’ 
wherever appearing in subsecs. (a) and (b), and 
‘‘Board’s’’ for ‘‘Commission’s’’ in subsec. (b). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–88 effective Jan. 1, 1996, 
see section 2 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 701 of Title 49, Transportation. 

§ 1292. New uses and markets for commodities 

(a) Regional research laboratories 

The Secretary is authorized and directed to es-
tablish, equip, and maintain four regional re-
search laboratories, one in each major farm pro-
ducing area, and, at such laboratories, to con-
duct researches into and to develop new sci-
entific, chemical, and technical uses and new 
and extended markets and outlets for farm com-
modities and products and byproducts thereof. 
Such research and development shall be devoted 
primarily to those farm commodities in which 
there are regular or seasonal surpluses, and 
their products and byproducts. 

(b) Acquisition of land for laboratories; dona-
tions 

For the purposes of subsection (a), the Sec-
retary is authorized to acquire land and inter-
ests therein, and to accept in the name of the 
United States donations of any property, real or 
personal, to any laboratory established pursuant 
to this section, and to utilize voluntary or un-
compensated services at such laboratories. Do-
nations to any one of such laboratories shall not 
be available for use by any other of such labora-
tories. 

(c) Cooperation with governmental agencies, as-
sociations, etc. 

In carrying out the purposes of subsection (a), 
the Secretary is authorized and directed to co-
operate with other departments or agencies of 
the Federal Government, States, State agricul-
tural experiment stations, and other State agen-
cies and institutions, counties, municipalities, 
business or other organizations, corporations, 
associations, universities, scientific societies, 
and individuals, upon such terms and conditions 
as he may prescribe. 

(d) Appropriation for purposes of subsection (a) 

To carry out the purposes of subsection (a), 
the Secretary is authorized to utilize in each fis-
cal year, beginning with the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, 1938, a sum not to exceed $4,000,000 
of the funds appropriated pursuant to section 
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