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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘chapter’’. 

(A) the Secretary may not make a loan 
under this chapter to a borrower that has re-
ceived debt forgiveness on a loan made or 
guaranteed under this chapter; and 

(B) the Secretary may not guarantee a 
loan under this chapter to a borrower that 
has received— 

(i) debt forgiveness after April 4, 1996, on 
a loan made or guaranteed under this 
chapter; or 

(ii) received debt forgiveness on more 
than 3 occasions on or before April 4, 1996. 

(2) Exceptions 

(A) In general 

The Secretary may make a direct or guar-
anteed farm operating loan for paying an-
nual farm or ranch operating expenses of a 
borrower who— 

(i) was restructured with a write-down 
under section 2001 of this title; 

(ii) is current on payments under a con-
firmed reorganization plan under chap-
ters 1 11, 12, or 13 of title 11; or 

(iii) received debt forgiveness on not 
more than 1 occasion resulting directly 
and primarily from a major disaster or 
emergency designated by the President on 
or after April 4, 1996, under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

(B) Emergency loans 

The Secretary may make an emergency 
loan under section 1961 of this title to a bor-
rower that— 

(i) on or before April 4, 1996, received not 
more than 1 debt forgiveness on a loan 
made or guaranteed under this chapter; 
and 

(ii) after April 4, 1996, has not received 
debt forgiveness on a loan made or guaran-
teed under this chapter. 

(c) No more than 1 debt forgiveness for borrower 
on direct loan 

The Secretary may not provide to a borrower 
debt forgiveness on a direct loan made under 
this chapter if the borrower has received debt 
forgiveness on another direct loan made under 
this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 373, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title VI, § 648(b), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1104; amended Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(a) 
[title VIII, § 801], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681, 
2681–37; Pub. L. 107–171, title V, § 5319, May 13, 
2002, 116 Stat. 348.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of ‘‘this chapter’’, referred to in text, 
see note set out under section 1921 of this title. 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(2)(A)(iii), is Pub. L. 93–288, May 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 143, 
as amended, which is classified principally to chapter 
68 (§ 5121 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5121 of 
Title 42 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (b)(2)(A)(iii). Pub. L. 107–171 added cl. 
(iii). 

1998—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–277 added subsec. (b) and 
struck out heading and text of former subsec. (b). Text 
read as follows: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), 
the Secretary may not make or guarantee a loan under 
this chapter to a borrower who received debt forgive-
ness on a loan made or guaranteed under this chapter. 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may make a direct or 
guaranteed farm operating loan for paying annual farm 
or ranch operating expenses of a borrower who was re-
structured with a write-down under section 2001 of this 
title.’’ 

§ 2008i. Short form certification of farm program 
borrower compliance 

The Secretary shall develop and utilize a con-
solidated short form for farm program borrowers 
to use in certifying compliance with any appli-
cable provision of law (including a regulation) 
that serves as an eligibility prerequisite for a 
loan made under this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 374, as added Pub. L. 
104–127, title VI, § 649, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1105.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of ‘‘this chapter’’, referred to in text, 
see note set out under section 1921 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 90 days after Apr. 4, 1996, see section 
663(b) of Pub. L. 104–127, set out as an Effective Date of 
1996 Amendment note under section 1922 of this title. 

§ 2008j. Transferred 

Section, Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 375, as added Pub. 
L. 104–127, title VII, § 759, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1132; 
amended Pub. L. 106–78, title VIII, § 816, Oct. 22, 1999, 113 
Stat. 1182; Pub. L. 106–387, § 1(a) [title VII, § 756], Oct. 28, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1549, 1549A–43; Pub. L. 107–76, title VII, 
§ 731, Nov. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 736; Pub. L. 108–7, div. A, 
title VII, § 728, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 42; Pub. L. 108–199, 
div. A, title VII, § 726, Jan. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 35; Pub. L. 
108–447, div. A, title VII, § 725, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 2842; 
Pub. L. 110–234, title XI, § 11009(a), (b)(1), May 22, 2008, 
122 Stat. 1359; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title XI, § 11009(a), 
(b)(1), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 2120, 2121; Pub. L. 
113–79, title XII, § 12102(b)(1), Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 979, 
was renumbered section 210 of act Aug. 14, 1946, ch. 966, 
by Pub. L. 113–79, title XII, § 12102(b)(2), (3), Feb. 7, 2014, 
128 Stat. 979, and transferred to section 1627b of this 
title. 

§ 2008k. Making and servicing of loans by person-
nel of State, county, or area committees 

The Secretary shall use personnel of a State, 
county or area committee established under sec-
tion 590h(b)(5) of title 16 to make and service 
loans under this chapter to the extent the per-
sonnel have been trained to do so. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 376, as added Pub. L. 
107–171, title V, § 5320, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 349.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of ‘‘this chapter’’, referred to in text, 
see note set out under section 1921 of this title. 

§ 2008l. Eligibility of employees of State, county, 
or area committee for loans and loan guaran-
tees 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall not prohibit an employee 
of a State, county or area committee estab-
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lished under section 590h(b)(5) of title 16 or an 
employee of the Department of Agriculture from 
obtaining a loan or loan guarantee under sub-
chapter I, II or III of this chapter. 

(b) Approvals 

(1) County or area office 

In the case of a loan application from an em-
ployee in a county or area office, the Farm 
Service Agency State office shall be respon-
sible for reviewing and approving the applica-
tion. 

(2) State office 

In the case of a loan application from an em-
ployee of a State office, the Farm Service 
Agency national office shall be responsible for 
reviewing and approving the application. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 377, as added Pub. L. 
107–171, title V, § 5321, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 349.) 

§ 2008m. National Rural Development Partner-
ship 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Agency with rural responsibilities 

The term ‘‘agency with rural responsibil-
ities’’ means any executive agency (as defined 
in section 105 of title 5) that implements a 
Federal law, or administers a program, tar-
geted at or having a significant impact on 
rural areas. 

(2) Coordinating Committee 

The term ‘‘Coordinating Committee’’ means 
the National Rural Development Coordinating 
Committee established by subsection (c). 

(3) Partnership 

The term ‘‘Partnership’’ means the National 
Rural Development Partnership continued by 
subsection (b). 

(4) State rural development council 

The term ‘‘State rural development council’’ 
means a State rural development council that 
meets the requirements of subsection (d). 

(b) Partnership 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall continue the National 
Rural Development Partnership composed of— 

(A) the Coordinating Committee; and 
(B) State rural development councils. 

(2) Purposes 

The purposes of the Partnership are to em-
power and build the capacity of States and 
rural communities to design flexible and inno-
vative responses to their own special rural de-
velopment needs, with local determinations of 
progress and selection of projects and activi-
ties. 

(3) Governing panel 

(A) In general 

A panel consisting of representatives of 
the Coordinating Committee and State rural 
development councils shall be established to 
lead and coordinate the strategic operation, 
policies, and practices of the Partnership. 

(B) Annual reports 

In conjunction with the Coordinating 
Committee and State rural development 
councils, the panel shall prepare and submit 
to Congress an annual report on the activi-
ties of the Partnership. 

(4) Role of Federal Government 

The role of the Federal Government in the 
Partnership may be that of a partner and fa-
cilitator, with Federal agencies authorized— 

(A) to cooperate with States to implement 
the Partnership; 

(B) to provide States with the technical 
and administrative support necessary to 
plan and implement tailored rural develop-
ment strategies to meet local needs; 

(C) to ensure that the head of each agency 
with rural responsibilities designates a sen-
ior-level agency official to represent the 
agency on the Coordinating Committee and 
directs appropriate field staff to participate 
fully with the State rural development coun-
cil within the jurisdiction of the field staff; 
and 

(D) to enter into cooperative agreements 
with, and to provide grants and other assist-
ance to, the Coordinating Committee and 
State rural development councils. 

(c) National Rural Development Coordinating 
Committee 

(1) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish a National 
Rural Development Coordinating Committee 
within the Department of Agriculture. 

(2) Composition 

The Coordinating Committee shall be com-
posed of— 

(A) 1 representative of each agency with 
rural responsibilities; and 

(B) representatives, approved by the Sec-
retary, of— 

(i) national associations of State, re-
gional, local, and tribal governments and 
intergovernmental and multijurisdictional 
agencies and organizations; 

(ii) national public interest groups; 
(iii) other national nonprofit organiza-

tions that elect to participate in the ac-
tivities of the Coordinating Committee; 
and 

(iv) the private sector. 

(3) Duties 

The Coordinating Committee shall— 
(A) support the work of the State rural de-

velopment councils; 
(B) facilitate coordination of rural devel-

opment policies, programs, and activities 
among Federal agencies and with those of 
State, local, and tribal governments, the pri-
vate sector, and nonprofit organizations; 

(C) review and comment on policies, regu-
lations, and proposed legislation that affect 
or would affect rural areas and gather and 
provide related information; 

(D) develop and facilitate strategies to re-
duce or eliminate administrative and regu-
latory impediments; and 

(E) require each State rural development 
council receiving funds under this section to 
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