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lished under section 590h(b)(5) of title 16 or an 
employee of the Department of Agriculture from 
obtaining a loan or loan guarantee under sub-
chapter I, II or III of this chapter. 

(b) Approvals 

(1) County or area office 

In the case of a loan application from an em-
ployee in a county or area office, the Farm 
Service Agency State office shall be respon-
sible for reviewing and approving the applica-
tion. 

(2) State office 

In the case of a loan application from an em-
ployee of a State office, the Farm Service 
Agency national office shall be responsible for 
reviewing and approving the application. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 377, as added Pub. L. 
107–171, title V, § 5321, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 349.) 

§ 2008m. National Rural Development Partner-
ship 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Agency with rural responsibilities 

The term ‘‘agency with rural responsibil-
ities’’ means any executive agency (as defined 
in section 105 of title 5) that implements a 
Federal law, or administers a program, tar-
geted at or having a significant impact on 
rural areas. 

(2) Coordinating Committee 

The term ‘‘Coordinating Committee’’ means 
the National Rural Development Coordinating 
Committee established by subsection (c). 

(3) Partnership 

The term ‘‘Partnership’’ means the National 
Rural Development Partnership continued by 
subsection (b). 

(4) State rural development council 

The term ‘‘State rural development council’’ 
means a State rural development council that 
meets the requirements of subsection (d). 

(b) Partnership 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall continue the National 
Rural Development Partnership composed of— 

(A) the Coordinating Committee; and 
(B) State rural development councils. 

(2) Purposes 

The purposes of the Partnership are to em-
power and build the capacity of States and 
rural communities to design flexible and inno-
vative responses to their own special rural de-
velopment needs, with local determinations of 
progress and selection of projects and activi-
ties. 

(3) Governing panel 

(A) In general 

A panel consisting of representatives of 
the Coordinating Committee and State rural 
development councils shall be established to 
lead and coordinate the strategic operation, 
policies, and practices of the Partnership. 

(B) Annual reports 

In conjunction with the Coordinating 
Committee and State rural development 
councils, the panel shall prepare and submit 
to Congress an annual report on the activi-
ties of the Partnership. 

(4) Role of Federal Government 

The role of the Federal Government in the 
Partnership may be that of a partner and fa-
cilitator, with Federal agencies authorized— 

(A) to cooperate with States to implement 
the Partnership; 

(B) to provide States with the technical 
and administrative support necessary to 
plan and implement tailored rural develop-
ment strategies to meet local needs; 

(C) to ensure that the head of each agency 
with rural responsibilities designates a sen-
ior-level agency official to represent the 
agency on the Coordinating Committee and 
directs appropriate field staff to participate 
fully with the State rural development coun-
cil within the jurisdiction of the field staff; 
and 

(D) to enter into cooperative agreements 
with, and to provide grants and other assist-
ance to, the Coordinating Committee and 
State rural development councils. 

(c) National Rural Development Coordinating 
Committee 

(1) Establishment 

The Secretary shall establish a National 
Rural Development Coordinating Committee 
within the Department of Agriculture. 

(2) Composition 

The Coordinating Committee shall be com-
posed of— 

(A) 1 representative of each agency with 
rural responsibilities; and 

(B) representatives, approved by the Sec-
retary, of— 

(i) national associations of State, re-
gional, local, and tribal governments and 
intergovernmental and multijurisdictional 
agencies and organizations; 

(ii) national public interest groups; 
(iii) other national nonprofit organiza-

tions that elect to participate in the ac-
tivities of the Coordinating Committee; 
and 

(iv) the private sector. 

(3) Duties 

The Coordinating Committee shall— 
(A) support the work of the State rural de-

velopment councils; 
(B) facilitate coordination of rural devel-

opment policies, programs, and activities 
among Federal agencies and with those of 
State, local, and tribal governments, the pri-
vate sector, and nonprofit organizations; 

(C) review and comment on policies, regu-
lations, and proposed legislation that affect 
or would affect rural areas and gather and 
provide related information; 

(D) develop and facilitate strategies to re-
duce or eliminate administrative and regu-
latory impediments; and 

(E) require each State rural development 
council receiving funds under this section to 
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submit an annual report on the use of the 
funds, including a description of strategic 
plans, goals, performance measures, and out-
comes for the State rural development coun-
cil of the State. 

(4) Federal participation in Coordinating Com-
mittee 

(A) In general 

A Federal employee shall fully participate 
in the governance and operations of the Co-
ordinating Committee, including activities 
related to grants, contracts, and other 
agreements, in accordance with this section. 

(B) Conflicts 

Participation by a Federal employee in the 
Coordinating Committee in accordance with 
this paragraph shall not constitute a viola-
tion of section 205 or 208 of title 18. 

(5) Administrative support 

The Secretary may provide such administra-
tive support for the Coordinating Committee 
as the Secretary determines is necessary to 
carry out the duties of the Coordinating Com-
mittee. 

(6) Procedures 

The Secretary may prescribe such regula-
tions, bylaws, or other procedures as are nec-
essary for the operation of the Coordinating 
Committee. 

(d) State rural development councils 

(1) Establishment 

Notwithstanding chapter 63 of title 31, each 
State may elect to participate in the Partner-
ship by entering into an agreement with the 
Secretary to recognize a State rural develop-
ment council. 

(2) Composition 

A State rural development council shall— 
(A) be composed of representatives of Fed-

eral, State, local, and tribal governments, 
nonprofit organizations, regional organiza-
tions, the private sector, and other entities 
committed to rural advancement; and 

(B) have a nonpartisan and nondiscrim-
inatory membership that— 

(i) is broad and representative of the eco-
nomic, social, and political diversity of the 
State; and 

(ii) shall be responsible for the govern-
ance and operations of the State rural de-
velopment council. 

(3) Duties 

A State rural development council shall— 
(A) facilitate collaboration among Fed-

eral, State, local, and tribal governments 
and the private and nonprofit sectors in the 
planning and implementation of programs 
and policies that have an impact on rural 
areas of the State; 

(B) monitor, report, and comment on poli-
cies and programs that address, or fail to ad-
dress, the needs of the rural areas of the 
State; 

(C) as part of the Partnership, in conjunc-
tion with the Coordinating Committee, fa-
cilitate the development of strategies to re-

duce or eliminate conflicting or duplicative 
administrative or regulatory requirements 
of Federal, State, local, and tribal govern-
ments; and 

(D)(i) provide to the Coordinating Commit-
tee an annual plan with goals and perform-
ance measures; and 

(ii) submit to the Coordinating Committee 
an annual report on the progress of the 
State rural development council in meeting 
the goals and measures. 

(4) Federal participation in State rural devel-
opment councils 

(A) In general 

A State Director for Rural Development of 
the Department of Agriculture, other em-
ployees of the Department, and employees of 
other Federal agencies with rural respon-
sibilities shall fully participate as voting 
members in the governance and operations 
of State rural development councils (includ-
ing activities related to grants, contracts, 
and other agreements in accordance with 
this section) on an equal basis with other 
members of the State rural development 
councils. 

(B) Conflicts 

Participation by a Federal employee in a 
State rural development council in accord-
ance with this paragraph shall not con-
stitute a violation of section 205 or 208 of 
title 18. 

(e) Administrative support of the Partnership 

(1) Detail of employees 

(A) In general 

In order to provide experience in intergov-
ernmental collaboration, the head of an 
agency with rural responsibilities that 
elects to participate in the Partnership may, 
and is encouraged to, detail to the Secretary 
for the support of the Partnership 1 or more 
employees of the agency with rural respon-
sibilities without reimbursement for a pe-
riod of up to 1 year. 

(B) Civil service status 

The detail shall be without interruption or 
loss of civil service status or privilege. 

(2) Additional support 

The Secretary may provide for any addi-
tional support staff to the Partnership as the 
Secretary determines to be necessary to carry 
out the duties of the Partnership. 

(3) Intermediaries 

The Secretary may enter into a contract 
with a qualified intermediary under which the 
intermediary shall be responsible for providing 
administrative and technical assistance to a 
State rural development council, including ad-
ministering the financial assistance available 
to the State rural development council. 

(f) Matching requirements for State rural devel-
opment councils 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), a State 
rural development council shall provide 



Page 1119 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 2008n 

matching funds, or in-kind goods or services, 
to support the activities of the State rural de-
velopment council in an amount that is not 
less than 33 percent of the amount of Federal 
funds received from a Federal agency under 
subsection (g)(2). 

(2) Exceptions to matching requirement for 
certain Federal funds 

Paragraph (1) shall not apply to funds, 
grants, funds provided under contracts or co-
operative agreements, gifts, contributions, or 
technical assistance received by a State rural 
development council from a Federal agency 
that are used— 

(A) to support 1 or more specific program 
or project activities; or 

(B) to reimburse the State rural develop-
ment council for services provided to the 
Federal agency providing the funds, grants, 
funds provided under contracts or coopera-
tive agreements, gifts, contributions, or 
technical assistance. 

(3) Department’s share 

The Secretary shall develop a plan to de-
crease, over time, the share of the Department 
of Agriculture of the cost of the core oper-
ations of State rural development councils. 

(g) Funding 

(1) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2008 through 2018. 

(2) Federal agencies 

(A) In general 

Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law limiting the ability of an agency, along 
with other agencies, to provide funds to the 
Coordinating Committee or a State rural de-
velopment council in order to carry out the 
purposes of this section, a Federal agency 
may make grants, gifts, or contributions to, 
provide technical assistance to, or enter into 
contracts or cooperative agreements with, 
the Coordinating Committee or a State rural 
development council. 

(B) Assistance 

Federal agencies are encouraged to use 
funds made available for programs that have 
an impact on rural areas to provide assist-
ance to, and enter into contracts with, the 
Coordinating Committee or a State rural de-
velopment council, as described in subpara-
graph (A). 

(3) Contributions 

The Coordinating Committee and a State 
rural development council may accept private 
contributions. 

(h) Termination 

The authority provided under this section 
shall terminate on September 30, 2018. 

(Pub. L. 87–128, title III, § 378, as added Pub. L. 
107–171, title VI, § 6021, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 363; 
amended Pub. L. 110–234, title VI, § 6019, May 22, 
2008, 122 Stat. 1172; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title 
VI, § 6019, June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1933; Pub. 

L. 113–79, title VI, § 6021, Feb. 7, 2014, 128 Stat. 
847.) 

CODIFICATION 

The authorities provided by each provision of, and 
each amendment made by, Pub. L. 110–246, as in effect 
on Sept. 30, 2012, to continue, and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to carry out the authorities, until the later of 
Sept. 30, 2013, or the date specified in the provision of, 
or amendment made by, Pub. L. 110–246, see section 
701(a) of Pub. L. 112–240, set out in a 1-Year Extension 
of Agricultural Programs note under section 8701 of 
this title. 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 113–79, § 6021(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘2018’’ for ‘‘2012’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 113–79, § 6021(2), substituted ‘‘2018’’ 
for ‘‘2012’’. 

2008—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 110–246, § 6019(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘2008 through 2012’’ for ‘‘2003 through 2007’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 110–246, § 6019(2), substituted 
‘‘September 30, 2012’’ for ‘‘the date that is 5 years after 
May 13, 2002’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of this title. 

§ 2008n. Rural telework 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Eligible organization 

The term ‘‘eligible organization’’ means a 
nonprofit entity, an educational institution, 
an Indian tribe (as defined in section 450b of 
title 25), or any other organization, in a rural 
area (except for the institute), that meets the 
requirements of this section and such other re-
quirements as are established by the Sec-
retary. 

(2) Institute 

The term ‘‘institute’’ means a rural 
telework institute established using a grant 
under subsection (b). 

(3) Telework 

The term ‘‘telework’’ means the use of tele-
communications to perform work functions at 
a rural work center located outside the place 
of business of an employer. 

(b) Rural telework institute 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall make 1 or more grants 
to an eligible organization to pay the Federal 
share of the cost of establishing and operating 
a national rural telework institute to carry 
out projects described in paragraph (2). 

(2) Projects 

The institute shall use grant funds received 
under this subsection to carry out a 5-year 
project— 

(A) to serve as a clearinghouse for 
telework research and development; 
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