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serviceable parts, supplies, or equipment from 
one vehicle, vessel, or aircraft in order to 
render a different vehicle, vessel, or aircraft 
operational. 

(8) Measure, on an annual basis, the capabil-
ity of operational contract support to support 
current and anticipated wartime missions of 
the armed forces. 

(d) QUARTERLY AND MONTHLY JOINT READINESS 
REVIEWS.—(1) The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff shall— 

(A) on a quarterly basis, conduct a joint 
readiness review; and 

(B) on a monthly basis, review any changes 
that have been reported in readiness since the 
previous joint readiness review. 

(2) The Chairman shall incorporate into both 
the joint readiness review required under para-
graph (1)(A) and the monthly review required 
under paragraph (1)(B) the current information 
derived from the readiness reporting system and 
shall assess the capability of the armed forces to 
execute their wartime missions based upon their 
posture at the time the review is conducted. The 
Chairman shall submit to the Secretary of De-
fense the results of each review under paragraph 
(1), including the deficiencies in readiness iden-
tified during that review. 

(e) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The Secretary shall each quarter submit 
to the congressional defense committees a re-
port in writing containing the results of the 
most recent joint readiness review under sub-
section (d)(1)(A), including the current informa-
tion derived from the readiness reporting sys-
tem. Each such report shall be submitted in un-
classified form and may, as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary, also be submitted in classified 
form. 

(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe regulations to carry out this section. In 
those regulations, the Secretary shall prescribe 
the units that are subject to reporting in the 
readiness reporting system, what type of equip-
ment is subject to such reporting, and the ele-
ments of the training establishment and of de-
fense infrastructure that are subject to such re-
porting. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title III, 
§ 373(a)(1), Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 1990; amended 
Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title III, § 361(d)(1), title X, 
§ 1067(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 575, 774; Pub. L. 
106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title III, § 371], Oct. 30, 2000, 
114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–80; Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, 
title X, § 1031(a)(1), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1595; 
Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title VIII, § 845(a), Jan. 2, 
2013, 126 Stat. 1848; Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title 
X, § 1071(c)(2), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3508.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 117, added Pub. L. 97–295, § 1(2)(A), Oct. 
12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1287, § 133a; renumbered § 117 and 
amended Pub. L. 99–433, title I, §§ 101(a)(2), 110(d)(3), Oct. 
1, 1986, 100 Stat. 994, 1002, required annual report on 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization readiness, prior to 
repeal by Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title XIII, § 1301(1), 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1668. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–291 substituted ‘‘(50 
U.S.C. 3043)’’ for ‘‘(50 U.S.C. 404a)’’. 

2013—Subsec. (c)(8). Pub. L. 112–239 added par. (8). 
2003—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–136 substituted ‘‘each 

quarter submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report in writing containing the results of the 
most recent joint readiness review under subsection 
(d)(1)(A)’’ for ‘‘each month submit to the Committee on 
Armed Services and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the Senate and the Committee on Armed Services 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives a report in writing containing the re-
sults of the most recent joint readiness review or 
monthly review conducted under subsection (d)’’. 

2000—Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 106–398 added par. (7). 
1999—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 106–65, § 361(d)(1)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘with (A) any change in the overall readiness 
status of a unit that is required to be reported as part 
of the readiness reporting system being reported within 
24 hours of the event necessitating the change in readi-
ness status, and (B) any change in the overall readiness 
status of an element of the training establishment or 
an element of defense infrastructure that is required to 
be reported as part of the readiness reporting system 
being reported within 72 hours’’ for ‘‘with any change 
in the overall readiness status of a unit, an element of 
the training establishment, or an element of defense in-
frastructure, that is required to be reported as part of 
the readiness reporting system, being reported within 
24 hours’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2), (3), (5). Pub. L. 106–65, § 361(d)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘an annual’’ for ‘‘a quarterly’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 106–65, § 1067(1), substituted ‘‘and 
the Committee on Armed Services’’ for ‘‘and the Com-
mittee on National Security’’. 

DEFENSE MATERIEL READINESS BOARD 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title XVI, § 1601(a), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 2062, provided that: ‘‘The Defense Materiel 
Readiness Board established pursuant to section 871 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2008 (Public Law 110–181; 10 U.S.C. 117 note) [formerly 
set out below] is hereby disestablished.’’ 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title XVI, § 1601(b), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 2062, provided that: ‘‘The Department of De-
fense Strategic Readiness Fund established by section 
872(d) of the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110–181; 10 U.S.C. 117 note) 
[formerly set out below] is hereby closed.’’ 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title VIII, subtitle G, Jan. 28, 
2008, 122 Stat. 260, which required Secretary of Defense 
to establish Defense Materiel Readiness Board to pro-
vide independent assessments of materiel readiness, 
materiel readiness shortfalls, and materiel readiness 
plans to Secretary of Defense and Congress; provided 
for designation of critical materiel readiness shortfalls; 
established Department of Defense Strategic Readiness 
Fund; and required Secretary of military department 
to notify Congress with respect to determination that 
use of a multiyear procurement contract would address 
a critical material readiness shortfall, was repealed by 
Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title XVI, § 1601(c), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 2062. 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title III, § 373(b), (c), Oct. 17, 
1998, 112 Stat. 1992, as amended by Pub. L. 106–65, div. 
A, title III, § 361(d)(2), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 575, directed 
the Secretary of Defense to submit to Congress a re-
port, not later than Mar. 1, 1999, setting forth a plan for 
implementation of this section, and required the Sec-
retary to establish and implement the readiness report-
ing system required by this section so as to ensure that 
required capabilities would be attained not later than 
Apr. 1, 2000. 

§ 118. Defense Strategy Review 

(a) DEFENSE STRATEGY REVIEW.— 
(1) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Every four years, dur-

ing a year following a year evenly divisible by 
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four, the Secretary of Defense shall conduct a 
comprehensive examination (to be known as a 
‘‘Defense Strategy Review’’) of the national 
defense strategy, force structure, moderniza-
tion plans, posture, infrastructure, budget 
plan, and other elements of the defense pro-
gram and policies of the United States with a 
view toward determining and expressing the 
defense strategy of the United States and es-
tablishing a defense program. Each such De-
fense Strategy Review shall be conducted in 
consultation with the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

(2) CONDUCT OF REVIEW.—Each Defense Strat-
egy Review shall be conducted so as to— 

(A) delineate a national defense strategy 
in support of the most recent National Secu-
rity Strategy prescribed by the President 
pursuant to section 108 of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3043); 

(B) provide a mechanism for— 
(i) setting priorities for sizing and shap-

ing the force, guiding the development and 
sustainment of capabilities, allocating re-
sources, and adjusting the organization of 
the Department of Defense to respond to 
changes in the strategic environment; 

(ii) monitoring, assessing, and holding 
accountable agencies within the Depart-
ment of Defense for the development of 
policies and programs that support the na-
tional defense strategy; 

(iii) integrating and supporting other na-
tional and related interagency security 
policies and strategies with other Depart-
ment of Defense guidance, plans, and ac-
tivities; and 

(iv) communicating such national de-
fense strategy to Congress, relevant 
United States Government agencies, allies 
and international partners, and the private 
sector; 

(C) consider three general timeframes of 
the near-term (associated with the future- 
years defense program), mid-term (10 to 15 
years), and far-term (20 years); 

(D) address the security environment, 
threats, trends, opportunities, and chal-
lenges, and define the nature and magnitude 
of the strategic and military risks associ-
ated with executing the national defense 
strategy by using the most recent net as-
sessment submitted by the Secretary of De-
fense under section 113 of this title, the risk 
assessment submitted by Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff under section 153 of this 
title, and, as determined necessary or useful 
by the Secretary, any other Department of 
Defense, Government, or non-government 
strategic or intelligence estimate, assess-
ment, study, or review; 

(E) define the force size and structure, ca-
pabilities, modernization plans, posture, in-
frastructure, readiness, organization, and 
other elements of the defense program of the 
Department of Defense that would be re-
quired to execute missions called for in such 
national defense strategy; 

(F) to the extent practical, estimate the 
budget plan sufficient to execute the mis-
sions called for in such national defense 
strategy; 

(G) define the nature and magnitude of the 
strategic and military risks associated with 
executing such national defense strategy; 
and 

(H) understand the relationships and 
tradeoffs between missions, risks, and re-
sources. 

(3) SUBMISSION OF REPORT ON DEFENSE STRAT-
EGY REVIEW TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.— 
The Secretary shall submit a report on each 
Defense Strategy Review to the Committees 
on Armed Services of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. Each such report 
shall be submitted by not later than March 1 
of the year following the year in which the re-
view is conducted. If the year in which the re-
view is conducted is in the second term of a 
President, the Secretary may submit an up-
date to the Defense Strategy Review report 
submitted during the first term of that Presi-
dent. 

(4) ELEMENTS.—The report required by para-
graph (3) shall provide a comprehensive discus-
sion of the Review, including each of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The national defense strategy of the 
United States. 

(B) The assumed or defined prioritized na-
tional security interests of the United 
States that inform the national defense 
strategy defined in the Review. 

(C) The assumed strategic environment, 
including the threats, developments, trends, 
opportunities, and challenges that affect the 
assumed or defined national security inter-
ests of the United States. 

(D) The assumed steady state activities, 
crisis and conflict scenarios, military end 
states, and force planning construct exam-
ined in the review. 

(E) The prioritized missions of the armed 
forces under the strategy and a discussion of 
the roles and missions of the components of 
the armed forces to carry out those mis-
sions. 

(F) The assumed roles and capabilities pro-
vided by other United States Government 
agencies and by allies and international 
partners. 

(G) The force size and structure, capabili-
ties, posture, infrastructure, readiness, orga-
nization, and other elements of the defense 
program that would be required to execute 
the missions called for in the strategy. 

(H) An assessment of the significant gaps 
and shortfalls between the force size and 
structure, capabilities, and additional ele-
ments as required by subparagraph (G) and 
the current elements in the Department’s 
existing program of record, a prioritization 
of those gaps and shortfalls, and an under-
standing of the relationships and tradeoffs 
between missions, risks, and resources. 

(I) An assessment of the risks assumed by 
the strategy, including— 

(i) how the Department defines, cat-
egorizes, and measures risk, including 
strategic and military risk; and 

(ii) the plan for mitigating major identi-
fied risks, including the expected timelines 
for, and extent of, any such mitigation, 
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and the rationale for where greater risk is 
accepted. 

(J) Any other key assumptions and ele-
ments addressed in the review or that the 
Secretary considers necessary to include. 

(5) CJCS REVIEW.—(A) Upon the completion 
of each Review under this subsection, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall 
prepare and submit to the Secretary of De-
fense the Chairman’s assessment of risks 
under the defense strategy developed by the 
Review and a description of the capabilities 
needed to address such risks. 

(B) The Chairman’s assessment shall be sub-
mitted to the Secretary in time for the inclu-
sion of the assessment in the report on the Re-
view required by paragraph (3). The Secretary 
shall include the Chairman’s assessment, to-
gether with the Secretary’s comments, in the 
report in its entirety. 

(6) FORM.—The report required under para-
graph (3) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex if the 
Secretary determines it is necessary to pro-
tect national security. 

(b) NATIONAL DEFENSE PANEL.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than Feb-

ruary 1 of a year following a year evenly divis-
ible by four, there shall be established an inde-
pendent panel to be known as the National De-
fense Panel (in this subsection referred to as 
the ‘‘Panel’’). The Panel shall have the duties 
set forth in this subsection. 

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The Panel shall be com-
posed of ten members from private civilian life 
who are recognized experts in matters relating 
to the national security of the United States. 
Eight of the members shall be appointed as 
follows: 

(A) Two by the chairman of the Committee 
on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(B) Two by the chairman of the Committee 
on Armed Services of the Senate. 

(C) Two by the ranking member of the 
Committee on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives. 

(D) Two by the ranking member of the 
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate. 

(3) CO-CHAIRS OF THE PANEL.—In addition to 
the members appointed under paragraph (2), 
the Secretary of Defense shall appoint two 
members from private civilian life to serve as 
co-chairs of the panel. 

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT; VACANCIES.— 
Members shall be appointed for the life of the 
Panel. Any vacancy in the Panel shall be filled 
in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment. 

(5) DUTIES.—The Panel shall have the follow-
ing duties with respect to a Defense Strategy 
Review conducted under subsection (a): 

(A) Assessing the current and future secu-
rity environment, including threats, trends, 
developments, opportunities, challenges, and 
risks, by using the most recent net assess-
ment submitted by the Secretary of Defense 
under section 113 of this title, the risk as-
sessment submitted by Chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staffs under section 153 of 
this title, and, as determined necessary or 
useful by the Panel, any other Department 
of Defense, Government, or non-government 
strategic or intelligence estimate, assess-
ment, study, review, or expert. 

(B) Suggesting key issues that should be 
addressed in the Defense Strategy Review. 

(C) Based upon the assessment under sub-
paragraph (A), identifying and discussing 
the national security interests of the United 
States and the role of the armed forces and 
the Department of Defense related to the 
protection or promotion of those interests. 

(D) Assessing the report on the Defense 
Strategy Review submitted by the Secretary 
of Defense under subsection (a)(3). 

(E) Assessing the assumptions, strategy, 
findings, and risks of the report on the De-
fense Strategy Review submitted under sub-
section (a)(3). 

(F) Considering alternative defense strate-
gies. 

(G) Assessing the force structure and capa-
bilities, posture, infrastructure, readiness, 
organization, budget plans, and other ele-
ments of the defense program of the United 
States to execute the missions called for in 
the Defense Strategy Review and in the al-
ternative strategies considered under sub-
paragraph (F). 

(H) Providing to Congress and the Sec-
retary of Defense, in the report required by 
paragraph (7), any recommendations it con-
siders appropriate for their consideration. 

(6) FIRST MEETING.—If the Secretary of De-
fense has not made the Secretary’s appoint-
ments to the Panel under paragraph (3) by 
March 1 of a year in which the Panel is estab-
lished, the Panel shall convene for its first 
meeting with the remaining members. 

(7) REPORTS.—Not later than three months 
after the date on which the report on a De-
fense Strategy Review is submitted under 
paragraph (3) of subsection (a) to the commit-
tees of Congress referred to in such paragraph, 
the Panel shall submit to such committees a 
report on the Panel’s assessment of such De-
fense Strategy Review, as required by para-
graph (5). 

(8) ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.—The follow-
ing administrative provisions apply to a Panel 
established under paragraph (1): 

(A) The Panel may request directly from 
the Department of Defense and any of its 
components such information as the Panel 
considers necessary to carry out its duties 
under this subsection. The head of the de-
partment or agency concerned shall cooper-
ate with the Panel to ensure that informa-
tion requested by the Panel under this para-
graph is promptly provided to the maximum 
extent practical. 

(B) Upon the request of the co-chairs, the 
Secretary of Defense shall make available to 
the Panel the services of any federally fund-
ed research and development center that is 
covered by a sponsoring agreement of the 
Department of Defense. 

(C) The Panel shall have the authorities 
provided in section 3161 of title 5 and shall be 
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subject to the conditions set forth in such 
section. 

(D) Funds for activities of the Panel shall 
be provided from amounts available to the 
Department of Defense. 

(9) TERMINATION.—A Panel established under 
paragraph (1) shall terminate 45 days after the 
date on which the Panel submits its report on 
a Defense Strategy Review under paragraph 
(7). 

(Added Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(1), 
Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 715; amended Pub. L. 
107–107, div. A, title IX, § 921(a), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 
Stat. 1198; Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title IX, §§ 922, 
923, Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2623; Pub. L. 109–364, 
div. A, title X, § 1031(c)–(f), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 
2385, 2386; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title IX, 
§§ 941(b), 951(a), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 287, 290; 
Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title X, §§ 1002, 1073(a)(2), 
div. B, title XXVIII, § 2822(b), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 
Stat. 2439, 2472, 2666; Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title 
X, § 1071, Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4364; Pub. L. 
112–81, div. A, title VIII, § 820(a), title IX, § 942, 
Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1501, 1548; Pub. L. 113–291, 
div. A, title X, §§ 1071(c)(2), (f)(1), 1072(a)(1), Dec. 
19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3508, 3510, 3512.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 118, added Pub. L. 97–295, § 1(2)(A), Oct. 
12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1288, § 133b; renumbered § 118, Pub. L. 
99–433, title I, § 101(a)(2), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 994, re-
quired reports to Congress on sales or transfers of de-
fense articles, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, 
title XIII, § 1301(2), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1668. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–291, § 1072(a)(1), amended section 
generally, substituting provisions relating to defense 
strategy review for provisions which related to quad-
rennial defense review. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 113–291, § 1071(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘(50 U.S.C. 3043)’’ for ‘‘(50 U.S.C. 404a)’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 113–291, § 1071(f)(1), struck out sub-
sec. (g) which related to consideration of effect of cli-
mate change on Department facilities, capabilities, and 
missions. 

2011—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 112–81, § 942, amended par. 
(4) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (4) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘to make recommendations that are not con-
strained to comply with the budget submitted to Con-
gress by the President pursuant to section 1105 of title 
31.’’ 

Subsec. (d)(4)(F). Pub. L. 112–81, § 820(a)(1), added sub-
par. (F). 

Subsec. (d)(6). Pub. L. 112–81, § 820(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘manpower, sustainment, and contractor support’’ for 
‘‘manpower and sustainment’’. 

Subsec. (d)(8). Pub. L. 112–81, § 820(a)(3), inserted 
‘‘, and the scope of contractor support,’’ after ‘‘Defense 
Agencies’’. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111–383 amended subsec. (f) gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘(1) Not later than six months before the date on 
which the report on a Quadrennial Defense Review is to 
be submitted under subsection (d), the Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a panel to conduct an assessment 
of the quadrennial defense review. 

‘‘(2) Not later than three months after the date on 
which the report on a quadrennial defense review is 
submitted under subsection (d) to the congressional 
committees named in that subsection, the panel ap-
pointed under paragraph (1) shall submit to those com-
mittees an assessment of the review, including the rec-
ommendations of the review, the stated and implied as-
sumptions incorporated in the review, and the vulner-

abilities of the strategy and force structure underlying 
the review. The assessment of the panel shall include 
analyses of the trends, asymmetries, and concepts of 
operations that characterize the military balance with 
potential adversaries, focusing on the strategic ap-
proaches of possible opposing forces.’’ 

2009—Subsec. (g)(1), (2). Pub. L. 111–84, § 1073(a)(2), 
substituted ‘‘January 28, 2008,’’ for ‘‘the date of the en-
actment of the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2008’’. 

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 111–84, § 1002, added subsec. (h). 
Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 111–84, § 2822(b), added subsec. (i). 
2008—Subsec. (e)(2), (3). Pub. L. 110–181, § 941(b), redes-

ignated par. (3) as (2) and struck out former par. (2) 
which read as follows: ‘‘The Chairman shall include as 
part of that assessment the Chairman’s assessment of 
the assignment of functions (or roles and missions) to 
the armed forces, together with any recommendations 
for changes in assignment that the Chairman considers 
necessary to achieve maximum efficiency of the armed 
forces. In preparing the assessment under this para-
graph, the Chairman shall consider (among other mat-
ters) the following: 

‘‘(A) Unnecessary duplication of effort among the 
armed forces. 

‘‘(B) Changes in technology that can be applied ef-
fectively to warfare.’’ 
Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 110–181, § 951(a), added subsec. (g). 
2006—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1031(c), added 

par. (4). 
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1031(d)(1), inserted 

‘‘, the strategic planning guidance,’’ after ‘‘United 
States’’. 

Subsec. (d)(9) to (15). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1031(d)(2), (3), 
added par. (9) and redesignated former pars. (9) to (14) 
as (10) to (15), respectively. Former par. (15) redesig-
nated (17). 

Subsec. (d)(16). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1031(d)(4), added par. 
(16). 

Subsec. (d)(17). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1031(d)(2), redesig-
nated par. (15) as (17). 

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1031(e), inserted ‘‘and 
a description of the capabilities needed to address such 
risk’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 109–364, § 1031(f), added subsec. (f). 
2002—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–314, § 922, substituted ‘‘in 

the year following the year in which the review is con-
ducted, but not later than the date on which the Presi-
dent submits the budget for the next fiscal year to Con-
gress under section 1105(a) of title 31’’ for ‘‘not later 
than September 30 of the year in which the review is 
conducted’’ in second sentence of introductory provi-
sions. 

Subsec. (d)(14), (15). Pub. L. 107–314, § 923, added par. 
(14) and redesignated former par. (14) as (15). 

2001—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 107–107 designated the first 
sentence of existing provisions as par. (1), the second 
and third sentences of existing provisions as par. (3), 
and added par. (2). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title X, § 1072(c), Dec. 19, 2014, 
128 Stat. 3517, provided that: ‘‘Section 118 of such title 
[meaning title 10, United States Code], as amended by 
subsection (a), and the amendments made by this sec-
tion [amending this section and repealing section 118b 
of this title], shall take effect on October 1, 2015.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR NEXT DEFENSE 
STRATEGY REVIEW 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title X, § 1072(d), Dec. 19, 2014, 
128 Stat. 3517, provided that: ‘‘The first Defense Strat-
egy Review required by subsection (a)(1) of section 118 
of title 10, United States Code, as amended by sub-
section (a) of this section, shall include an analysis of 
enduring mission requirements for equipping, training, 
sustainment, and other operation and maintenance ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, including the De-
fense Agencies and military departments, that are fi-
nanced by amounts authorized to be appropriated for 
overseas contingency operations.’’ 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title IX, § 951(b), Jan. 28, 2008, 
122 Stat. 291, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Defense 
shall ensure that [former] subsection (g) of section 118 
of title 10, United States Code, as added by subsection 
(a), is implemented in a manner that does not have a 
negative impact on the national security of the United 
States.’’ 

FINDINGS AND SENSE OF CONGRESS 

Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title X, § 1031(a), (b), Oct. 17, 
2006, 120 Stat. 2385, provided that: 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that the comprehen-
sive examination of the defense program and policies of 
the United States that is undertaken by the Security 
[Secretary of] Defense every four years pursuant to sec-
tion 118 of title 10, United States Code, known as the 
Quadrennial Defense Review, is— 

‘‘(1) vital in laying out the strategic military plan-
ning and threat objectives of the Department of De-
fense; and 

‘‘(2) critical to identifying the correct mix of mili-
tary planning assumptions, defense capabilities, and 
strategic focuses for the Armed Forces. 
‘‘(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that the Quadrennial Defense Review is intended to 
provide more than an overview of global threats and 
the general strategic orientation of the Department of 
Defense.’’ 

ASSESSMENT WITH RESPECT TO 2001 QDR 

Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title IX, § 921(c), Dec. 28, 2001, 
115 Stat. 1198, directed the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to submit to Congress, not later than one year 
after Dec. 28, 2001, an assessment of functions (or roles 
and missions) of the Armed Forces in accordance with 
par. (2) of subsec. (e) of this section based on the find-
ings in the 2001 Quadrennial Defense Review issued by 
the Secretary of Defense on Sept. 30, 2001. 

REVISED NUCLEAR POSTURE REVIEW 

Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], title X, § 1041], Oct. 30, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–262, as amended by Pub. L. 
107–107, div. A, title X, § 1033, Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1216, 
directed the Secretary of Defense to conduct a compre-
hensive review of the nuclear posture of the United 
States for the next 5 to 10 years, and to submit to Con-
gress a report on the results of such review concur-
rently with the Quadrennial Defense Review report due 
in Dec. 2001. 

SPECIFIED MATTER FOR FIRST QDR 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 901(c), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 717, directed the Secretary of Defense to include, 
in the first quadrennial defense review conducted under 
this section, precision guided munitions, stealth, night 
vision, digitization, and communications within the 
technologies considered for the purposes of subsec. 
(d)(13) of this section. 

§ 118a. Quadrennial quality of life review 

(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—(1) The Secretary of 
Defense shall every four years conduct a com-

prehensive examination of the quality of life of 
the members of the armed forces (to be known 
as the ‘‘quadrennial quality of life review’’). The 
review shall include examination of the pro-
grams, projects, and activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, including the morale, welfare, 
and recreation activities. 

(2) The quadrennial quality of life review shall 
be designed to result in determinations, and to 
foster policies and actions, that reflect the pri-
ority given the quality of life of members of the 
armed forces as a primary concern of the De-
partment of Defense leadership. 

(b) CONDUCT OF REVIEW.—Each quadrennial 
quality of life review shall be conducted so as— 

(1) to assess quality of life priorities and is-
sues consistent with the most recent National 
Security Strategy prescribed by the President 
pursuant to section 108 of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3043); 

(2) to identify actions that are needed in 
order to provide members of the armed forces 
with the quality of life reasonably necessary 
to encourage the successful execution of the 
full range of missions that the members are 
called on to perform under the national secu-
rity strategy; and 

(3) to identify other actions that have the 
potential for improving the quality of life of 
the members of the armed forces. 

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—The Secretary shall con-
sider addressing the following matters as part of 
the quadrennial quality of life review: 

(1) Infrastructure. 
(2) Military construction. 
(3) Physical conditions at military installa-

tions and other Department of Defense facili-
ties. 

(4) Budget plans. 
(5) Adequacy of medical care for members of 

the armed forces and their dependents. 
(6) Adequacy of housing and the basic allow-

ance for housing and basic allowance for sub-
sistence. 

(7) Housing-related utility costs. 
(8) Educational opportunities and costs. 
(9) Length of deployments. 
(10) Rates of pay and pay differentials be-

tween the pay of members and the pay of civil-
ians. 

(11) Retention and recruiting efforts. 
(12) Workplace safety. 
(13) Support services for spouses and chil-

dren. 
(14) Other elements of Department of De-

fense programs and Government policies and 
programs that affect the quality of life of 
members. 

(d) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—(1) The Secretary shall submit a report 
on each quadrennial quality of life review to the 
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate and 
the Committee on Armed Services of the House 
of Representatives. The report shall include the 
following: 

(A) The assumptions used in the review. 
(B) The results of the review, including a 

comprehensive discussion of how the quality 
of life of members of the armed forces affects 
the national security strategy of the United 
States. 
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