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Under Secretary of Defense for Business Management and 
Information. See section 901(n)(1) of Pub. L. 113–291, set 
out as a References note under section 131 of this title.] 

§ 132a. Deputy Chief Management Officer 

(a) APPOINTMENT.—There is a Deputy Chief 
Management Officer of the Department of De-
fense, appointed from civilian life by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Deputy Chief Man-
agement Officer assists the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense in the Deputy Secretary’s capacity as 
Chief Management Officer of the Department of 
Defense under section 132(c) of this title. 

(c) PRECEDENCE.—The Deputy Chief Manage-
ment Officer takes precedence in the Depart-
ment of Defense after the Secretary of Defense, 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense, the Secretar-
ies of the military departments, and the Under 
Secretaries of Defense. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title IX, § 901(c)(1), 
Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4320; amended Pub. L. 
113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(1), Dec. 19, 2014, 
128 Stat. 3462.) 

AMENDMENT OF SECTION 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(1), 
Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3462, provided that, ef-
fective on Feb. 1, 2017, this section is amended 
to read as follows: 

§ 132a. Under Secretary of Defense for Business 
Management and Information 

(a) There is an Under Secretary of Defense for 
Business Management and Information, appointed 
from civilian life by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

(b) The Under Secretary also serves as— 
(1) the Performance Improvement Officer of the 

Department of Defense; and 
(2) the Chief Information Officer of the Depart-

ment of Defense. 

(c) Subject to the authority, direction, and control 
of the Secretary of Defense and the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense in the role of the Deputy Sec-
retary as the Chief Management Officer of the De-
partment of Defense, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Business Management and Information 
shall perform such duties and exercise such powers 
as the Secretary of Defense may prescribe, including 
the following: 

(1) Assisting the Deputy Secretary of Defense in 
the Deputy Secretary’s role as the Chief Manage-
ment Officer of the Department of Defense under 
section 132(c) of this title. 

(2) Supervising the management of the business 
operations of the Department of Defense and ad-
judicating issues and conflicts in functional do-
main business policies. 

(3) Establishing business strategic planning and 
performance management policies and measures 
and developing the Department of Defense Strate-
gic Management Plan. 

(4) Establishing business information tech-
nology portfolio policies and overseeing invest-
ment management of that portfolio for the De-
partment of Defense. 

(5) Establishing end-to-end business process and 
policies for establishing, eliminating, and imple-
menting business standards, and managing the 
Business Enterprise Architecture. 

(6) Supervising the business process reengineer-
ing of the functional domains of the Department 
in order to support investment planning and tech-
nology development decision making for informa-
tion technology systems. 

(d) The Under Secretary of Defense for Business 
Management and Information takes precedence in 
the Department of Defense after the Secretary of 
Defense and the Deputy Secretary of Defense. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–291 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to Under Secretary of De-
fense for Business Management and Information for 
provisions which related to Deputy Chief Management 
Officer. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(1), Dec. 19, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3462, provided that the amendment made 
by section 901(a)(1) is effective Feb. 1, 2017. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 2011, see section 901(p) of 
Pub. L. 111–383, set out as an Effective Date of 2011 
Amendment note under section 131 of this title. 

§ 133. Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion, Technology, and Logistics 

(a) There is an Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, ap-
pointed from civilian life by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 
The Under Secretary shall be appointed from 
among persons who have an extensive manage-
ment background. 

(b) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics shall perform such duties 
and exercise such powers relating to acquisition 
as the Secretary of Defense may prescribe, in-
cluding— 

(1) supervising Department of Defense acqui-
sition; 

(2) establishing policies for acquisition (in-
cluding procurement of goods and services, re-
search and development, developmental test-
ing, and contract administration) for all ele-
ments of the Department of Defense; 

(3) establishing policies for logistics, main-
tenance, and sustainment support for all ele-
ments of the Department of Defense; 

(4) establishing policies of the Department of 
Defense for maintenance of the defense indus-
trial base of the United States; and 

(5) the authority to direct the Secretaries of 
the military departments and the heads of all 
other elements of the Department of Defense 
with regard to matters for which the Under 
Secretary has responsibility. 

(c) The Under Secretary— 
(1) is the senior procurement executive for 

the Department of Defense for the purposes of 
section 1702(c) of title 41; 

(2) is the Defense Acquisition Executive for 
purposes of regulations and procedures of the 
Department providing for a Defense Acquisi-
tion Executive; and 

(3) to the extent directed by the Secretary, 
exercises overall supervision of all personnel 
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(civilian and military) in the Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense with regard to matters for 
which the Under Secretary has responsibility, 
unless otherwise provided by law. 

(d)(1) The Under Secretary shall prescribe poli-
cies to ensure that audit and oversight of con-
tractor activities are coordinated and carried 
out in a manner to prevent duplication by dif-
ferent elements of the Department. Such poli-
cies shall provide for coordination of the annual 
plans developed by each such element for the 
conduct of audit and oversight functions within 
each contracting activity. 

(2) In carrying out this subsection, the Under 
Secretary shall consult with the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Defense. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall affect the 
authority of the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Defense to establish audit policy for 
the Department of Defense under the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 and otherwise to carry out 
the functions of the Inspector General under 
that Act. 

(e)(1) With regard to all matters for which he 
has responsibility by law or by direction of the 
Secretary of Defense, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics 
takes precedence in the Department of Defense 
after the Secretary of Defense and the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense. 

(2) With regard to all matters other than mat-
ters for which he has responsibility by law or by 
direction of the Secretary of Defense, the Under 
Secretary takes precedence in the Department 
of Defense after the Secretary of Defense, the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense, and the Secretar-
ies of the military departments. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–348, title V, § 501(a), July 1, 
1986, 100 Stat. 707, § 134a; renumbered § 133 and 
amended Pub. L. 99–433, title I, §§ 101(a)(7), 
110(c)(1), (d)(8), Oct. 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 995, 1002, 
1003; Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(c) [title X, § 901], Oct. 
18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–82, 1783–130, and Pub. L. 
99–591, § 101(c) [title X, § 901], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 
Stat. 3341–82, 3341–130; Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title 
IX, formerly title IV, § 901, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 
3910, renumbered title IX, Pub. L. 100–26, § 3(5), 
Apr. 21, 1987, 101 Stat. 273; Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, 
title VIII, § 809(d), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 2013; 
Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title IX, § 904(b), Nov. 30, 
1993, 107 Stat. 1728; Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title 
IX, § 911(a)(2), (d)(2), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 717, 
719; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title VIII, § 801(a), 
Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1174; Pub. L. 109–364, div. 
A, title X, § 1071(a)(2), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2398; 
Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title IX, § 907, Jan. 28, 
2008, 122 Stat. 277; Pub. L. 111–350, § 5(b)(1), Jan. 
4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3842; Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title 
IX, § 901(j)(2)(A), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3467; Pub. 
L. 114–92, div. A, title VIII, § 825(b), Nov. 25, 2015, 
129 Stat. 908.) 

AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION (b)(5) 

Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title VIII, § 825(b), 
(c)(3), Nov. 25, 2015, 129 Stat. 908, provided that, 
effective Oct. 1, 2016, subsection (b)(5) of this 
section is amended by inserting before the pe-
riod at the end ‘‘, except that the Under Sec-
retary shall exercise advisory authority, subject 
to the authority, direction, and control of the 

Secretary of Defense, over service acquisition 
programs for which the service acquisition exec-
utive is the milestone decision authority’’. See 
2015 Amendment note below. 

AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION (e)(1) 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(j)(2), 
Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3467, provided that, ef-
fective Feb. 1, 2017, subsection (e)(1) of this sec-
tion is amended by striking ‘‘and the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense’’ and inserting ‘‘, the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, and the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Business Management and 
Information’’. See 2014 Amendment note below. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Inspector General Act of 1978, referred to in sub-
sec. (d)(3), is Pub. L. 95–452, Oct. 12, 1978, 92 Stat. 1101, 
as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 99–591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99–500. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 133 was renumbered section 113 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 114–92 inserted before pe-
riod at end ‘‘, except that the Under Secretary shall ex-
ercise advisory authority, subject to the authority, di-
rection, and control of the Secretary of Defense, over 
service acquisition programs for which the service ac-
quisition executive is the milestone decision author-
ity’’. 

2014—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 113–291 substituted ‘‘, the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense, and the Under Secretary 
of Defense for Business Management and Information’’ 
for ‘‘and the Deputy Secretary of Defense’’. 

2011—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 111–350 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 1702(c) of title 41’’ for ‘‘section 16(c) of the Office 
of Federal Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 414(c))’’. 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–181 struck out ‘‘in the 
private sector’’ after ‘‘extensive management back-
ground’’. 

2006—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 109–364 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 16(c) of the Office of Federal Procurement Policy 
Act (41 U.S.C. 414(c))’’ for ‘‘section 16(3) of the Office of 
Federal Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 414(3))’’. 

2001—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 107–107 inserted ‘‘of goods 
and services’’ after ‘‘procurement’’. 

1999—Pub. L. 106–65, § 911(d)(2), substituted ‘‘Under 
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Technology’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–65, § 911(a)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense 
for Acquisition and Technology’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–65, § 911(a)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense 
for Acquisition and Technology’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 106–65, § 911(a)(2)(B)(i), struck 
out ‘‘logistics,’’ after ‘‘research and development,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3) to (5). Pub. L. 106–65, § 911(a)(2)(B)(ii), 
(iii), added par. (3) and redesignated former pars. (3) 
and (4) as (4) and (5), respectively. 

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 106–65, § 911(a)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense 
for Acquisition and Technology’’. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–160 substituted ‘‘Under Secretary of 
Defense for Acquisition and Technology’’ for ‘‘Under 
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition’’ in section catch-
line and in subsecs. (a), (b), and (e)(1). 
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1988—Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 100–456 inserted provision 
that policies provide for coordination of annual plans 
developed by each such element for the conduct of 
audit and oversight functions within each contracting 
activity. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–500, Pub. L. 99–591, and Pub. L. 99–661 
generally amended section identically. Prior to amend-
ment, section read as follows: 

‘‘(a) There is an Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, appointed from civilian life by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

‘‘(b) The Under Secretary shall perform such duties 
and exercise such powers as the Secretary of Defense 
may prescribe, except as otherwise provided by law.’’ 

Pub. L. 99–433 renumbered section 134a of this title as 
this section, struck out ‘‘: appointment’’ at end of sec-
tion catchline, and inserted ‘‘of Defense’’ after ‘‘Under 
Secretary’’ in subsec. (a). 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 911(a)(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 
113 Stat. 717, provided that: ‘‘The position of Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and Technology in the 
Department of Defense is hereby redesignated as the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics. Any reference in any law, regu-
lation, document, or other record of the United States 
to the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and 
Technology shall be treated as referring to the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics.’’ 

Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title IX, § 904(a), (f), Nov. 30, 
1993, 107 Stat. 1728, 1729, provided that the office of 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition in the De-
partment of Defense was redesignated as Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and Technology, the 
office of Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acqui-
sition in the Department of Defense was redesignated 
as Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Technology, and any reference to the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition or the Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition in any provision of 
law other than this title, or in any rule, regulation, or 
other paper of the United States was to be treated as 
referring to the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Technology or the Deputy Under Secretary of 
Defense for Acquisition and Technology, respectively. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title VIII, § 825(c)(3), Nov. 25, 
2015, 129 Stat. 908, provided that: ‘‘The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) [amending this section 
and section 2430 of this title] shall take effect on Octo-
ber 1, 2016.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(j)(2), Dec. 19, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3467, provided that the amendment made 
by section 901(j)(2)(A) is effective on the effective date 
specified in section 901(a)(1) of Pub. L. 113–291, which is 
Feb. 1, 2017. 

REPORTS TO CONGRESS ON FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title IX, § 904(h), Jan. 2, 2013, 
126 Stat. 1868, provided that: 

‘‘(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 60 days after 
the end of each fiscal year, from fiscal year 2013 
through fiscal year 2018, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics shall 
submit to the congressional defense committees [Com-
mittees on Armed Services and Appropriations of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives] a report on 
each case in which a major defense acquisition pro-
gram, in the preceding fiscal year— 

‘‘(A) proceeded to implement a test and evaluation 
master plan notwithstanding a decision of the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Developmental 
Test and Evaluation to disapprove the developmental 

test and evaluation plan within that plan in accord-
ance with section 139b(a)(5)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code; or 

‘‘(B) proceeded to initial operational testing and 
evaluation notwithstanding a determination by the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Develop-
mental Test and Evaluation on the basis of an assess-
ment of operational test readiness that the program 
is not ready for operational testing. 
‘‘(2) MATTERS COVERED.— 

‘‘(A) For each program covered by paragraph (1)(A), 
the report shall include the following: 

‘‘(i) A description of the specific aspects of the de-
velopmental test and evaluation plan that the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary determined to be inad-
equate. 

‘‘(ii) An explanation of the reasons why the pro-
gram disregarded the Deputy Assistant Secretary’s 
recommendations with regard to those aspects of 
the developmental test and evaluation plan. 

‘‘(iii) The steps taken to address those aspects of 
the developmental test and evaluation plan and ad-
dress the concerns of the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary. 
‘‘(B) For each program covered by paragraph (1)(B), 

the report shall include the following: 
‘‘(i) An explanation of the reasons why the pro-

gram proceeded to initial operational testing and 
evaluation notwithstanding the findings of the as-
sessment of operational test readiness. 

‘‘(ii) A description of the aspects of the approved 
testing and evaluation master plan that had to be 
set aside to enable the program to proceed to initial 
operational testing and evaluation. 

‘‘(iii) A description of how the program addressed 
the specific areas of concern raised in the assess-
ment of operational test readiness. 

‘‘(iv) A statement of whether initial operational 
testing and evaluation identified any significant 
shortcomings in the program. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—Not 
later than 30 days after any decision to conduct devel-
opmental testing on a major defense acquisition pro-
gram without an approved test and evaluation master 
plan in place, the Under Secretary of Defense for Acqui-
sition, Technology, and Logistics shall provide to the 
congressional defense committees a written expla-
nation of the basis for the decision and a timeline for 
getting an approved plan in place.’’ 

OVERSIGHT BY OFFICE OF UNDER SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE FOR ACQUISITION, TECHNOLOGY, AND LOGISTICS 
OF EXERCISE OF ACQUISITION AUTHORITY BY COMBAT-
ANT COMMANDERS AND HEADS OF DEFENSE AGENCIES 

Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title IX, § 905, Oct. 17, 2006, 120 
Stat. 2353, as amended by Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title 
IX, § 905, Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 275, provided that: 

‘‘(a) DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL FOR OVERSIGHT.—The 
Secretary of Defense shall designate a senior acquisi-
tion official within the Office of the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics to 
oversee the exercise of acquisition authority by— 

‘‘(1) any commander of a combatant command who 
is authorized by section 166b, 167, or 167a of title 10, 
United States Code, to exercise acquisition authority; 
and 

‘‘(2) any head of a Defense Agency who is des-
ignated by the Secretary of Defense to exercise acqui-
sition authority. 
‘‘(b) GUIDANCE.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The senior acquisition official 
designated under subsection (a) shall develop guid-
ance to ensure that the use of acquisition authority 
by commanders of combatant commands and the 
heads of Defense Agencies— 

‘‘(A) is in compliance with department-wide ac-
quisition policy; and 

‘‘(B) is coordinated with acquisition programs of 
the military departments. 
‘‘(2) URGENT REQUIREMENTS.—Guidance developed 

under paragraph (1) shall take into account the need 
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to fulfill the urgent requirements of the commanders 
of combatant commands and the heads of Defense 
Agencies and to ensure that those requirements are 
addressed expeditiously. 
‘‘(c) CONSULTATION.—The senior acquisition official 

designated under subsection (a) shall on a regular basis 
consult on matters related to requirements and acqui-
sition with the commanders of combatant commands 
and the heads of Defense Agencies referred to in that 
subsection. 

‘‘(d) DEADLINE FOR DESIGNATION.—The Secretary of 
Defense shall make the designation required by sub-
section (a) not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act [Oct. 17, 2006].’’ 

IMPROVEMENT IN DEFENSE RESEARCH AND 
PROCUREMENT LIAISON WITH ISRAEL 

Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title X, § 1006, Sept. 29, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2040, as amended by Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title 
IX, § 904(f), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1729; Pub. L. 106–65, 
div. A, title IX, § 911(a)(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 717, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Defense, in consultation 
with the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics, shall designate for duty in 
Israel an individual or individuals to serve as the pri-
mary liaison between the procurement and research 
and development activities of the United States Armed 
Forces and those of the State of Israel.’’ 

[§ 133a. Repealed. Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title IX, 
§ 901(b)(1), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4317] 

Section, added Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(c) [title X, 
§ 902(a)(1)], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–82, 1783–131, and 
Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(c) [title X, § 902(a)(1)], Oct. 30, 1986, 
100 Stat. 3341–82, 3341–131; Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title IX, 
formerly title IV, § 902(a)(1), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3911, 
renumbered title IX, Pub. L. 100–26, § 3(5), Apr. 21, 1987, 
101 Stat. 273; amended Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title IX, 
§ 904(c), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1728; Pub. L. 103–337, div. 
A, title X, § 1070(a)(2), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2855; Pub. L. 
104–106, div. A, title IX, § 903(c)(1), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 
401; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title IX, § 901, Sept. 23, 1996, 
110 Stat. 2617; Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 911(c), 
Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 718; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title 
X, § 1048(b)(1), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1225; Pub. L. 111–84, 
div. A, title IX, § 906(c)(1)(A), (2)(A), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 
Stat. 2427, established the position of Principal Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 133a was renumbered section 117 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 2011, see section 901(p) of Pub. 
L. 111–383, set out as an Effective Date of 2011 Amend-
ment note under section 131 of this title. 

[§ 133b. Renumbered § 138a] 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 133b was renumbered section 118 of 
this title. 

§ 134. Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 

(a) There is an Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy, appointed from civilian life by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. A person may not be appointed as Under 
Secretary within seven years after relief from 
active duty as a commissioned officer of a regu-
lar component of an armed force. 

(b)(1) The Under Secretary shall perform such 
duties and exercise such powers as the Secretary 
of Defense may prescribe. 

(2) The Under Secretary shall assist the Sec-
retary of Defense— 

(A) in preparing written policy guidance for 
the preparation and review of contingency 
plans; and 

(B) in reviewing such plans. 

(3) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Under 
Secretary shall have responsibility for super-
vising and directing activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense relating to export controls. 

(4) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy shall have over-
all direction and supervision for policy, program 
planning and execution, and allocation and use 
of resources for the activities of the Department 
of Defense for combating terrorism. 

(c) The Under Secretary takes precedence in 
the Department of Defense after the Secretary 
of Defense, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics, and the Secretaries 
of the military departments. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title I, § 105(1), Oct. 1, 1986, 
100 Stat. 997; amended Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(c) 
[title X, § 903(a)], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–82, 
1783–132, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(c) [title X, 
§ 903(a)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–82, 3341–132; 
Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title IX, formerly title IV, 
§ 903(a), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3911, renumbered 
title IX, Pub. L. 100–26, § 3(5), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 
Stat. 273; Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title IX, 
§ 904(d)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1728; Pub. L. 
105–261, div. A, title XV, § 1521(a), Oct. 17, 1998, 
112 Stat. 2178; Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, 
§ 911(d)(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 719; Pub. L. 
107–314, div. A, title IX, § 902(b), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2620; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title IX, 
§ 903(c), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 273; Pub. L. 
113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(j)(2)(B), Dec. 19, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3467.) 

AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION (c) 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(j)(2), 
Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3467, provided that, ef-
fective Feb. 1, 2017, subsection (c) of this section 
is amended by inserting ‘‘the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Business Management and Informa-
tion,’’ after ‘‘the Deputy Secretary of De-
fense,’’. See 2014 Amendment note below. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 99–591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99–500. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions of this section were contained in section 
135 of this title prior to amendment by Pub. L. 99–433. 

A prior section 134 was renumbered section 132 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 113–291 inserted ‘‘the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Business Management and In-
formation,’’ after ‘‘the Deputy Secretary of Defense,’’. 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–181 substituted ‘‘seven’’ 
for ‘‘10’’. 

2002—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 107–314 added par. (4). 
1999—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–65 substituted ‘‘Under 

Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Technology’’. 
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