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ment of Defense known as the ‘‘Combating Ter-
rorism Readiness Initiatives Fund’, the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff may provide
funds to the commander of a combatant com-
mand, upon the request of the commander, or,
with respect to a geographic area or areas not
within the area of responsibility of a com-
mander of a combatant command, to an officer
designated by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff for such purpose. The Chairman may
provide such funds for initiating any activity
named in subsection (b) and for maintaining and
sustaining the activity for the fiscal year in
which initiated and one additional fiscal year.
(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—Activities for
which funds may be provided under subsection
(a) are the following:
(1) Procurement and maintenance of phys-
ical security equipment.
(2) Improvement of physical security sites.
(3) Under extraordinary circumstances—
(A) physical security management plan-
ning;
(B) procurement and support of security
forces and security technicians;
(C) security reviews and investigations and
vulnerability assessments; and
(D) any other activity relating to physical
security.

(¢c) PRIORITY.—The Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, in considering requests for funds
in the Combating Terrorism Readiness Initia-
tives Fund, should give priority consideration to
emergency or emergent unforeseen high-priority
requirements for combating terrorism.

(d) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FUNDING.—ANy
amount provided by the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff for a fiscal year out of the Com-
bating Terrorism Readiness Initiatives Fund for
an activity referred to in subsection (b) shall be
in addition to amounts otherwise available for
that activity for that fiscal year.

(e) LIMITATION.—Funds may not be provided
under this section for any activity that has been
denied authorization by Congress.

(Added Pub. L. 107-107, div. A, title XV, §1512(a),
Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1272.)

§167. Unified combatant command for special
operations forces

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—With the advice and as-
sistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, the President, through the Secretary of
Defense, shall establish under section 161 of this
title a unified combatant command for special
operations forces (hereinafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘special operations command’’).
The principal function of the command is to pre-
pare special operations forces to carry out as-
signed missions.

(b) ASSIGNMENT OF FORCES.—Unless otherwise
directed by the Secretary of Defense, all active
and reserve special operations forces of the
armed forces stationed in the United States
shall be assigned to the special operations com-
mand.

(c) GRADE OF COMMANDER.—The commander of
the special operations command shall hold the
grade of general or, in the case of an officer of
the Navy, admiral while serving in that posi-
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tion, without vacating his permanent grade. The
commander of such command shall be appointed
to that grade by the President, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, for service in
that position.

(d) COMMAND OF ACTIVITY OR MISSION.—(1) Un-
less otherwise directed by the President or the
Secretary of Defense, a special operations activ-
ity or mission shall be conducted under the com-
mand of the commander of the unified combat-
ant command in whose geographic area the ac-
tivity or mission is to be conducted.

(2) The commander of the special operations
command shall exercise command of a selected
special operations mission if directed to do so by
the President or the Secretary of Defense.

(e) AUTHORITY OF COMBATANT COMMANDER.—(1)
In addition to the authority prescribed in sec-
tion 164(c) of this title, the commander of the
special operations command shall be responsible
for, and shall have the authority to conduct, all
affairs of such command relating to special op-
erations activities.

(2) The commander of such command shall be
responsible for, and shall have the authority to
conduct, the following functions relating to spe-
cial operations activities (whether or not relat-
ing to the special operations command):

(A) Developing strategy, doctrine, and tac-
tics.

(B) Preparing and submitting to the Sec-
retary of Defense program recommendations
and budget proposals for special operations
forces and for other forces assigned to the spe-
cial operations command.

(C) Exercising authority, direction, and con-
trol over the expenditure of funds—

(i) for forces assigned to the special oper-
ations command; and

(ii) for special operations forces assigned
to unified combatant commands other than
the special operations command, with re-

spect to all matters covered by paragraph (4)

and, with respect to a matter not covered by

paragraph (4), to the extent directed by the

Secretary of Defense.

(D) Training assigned forces.

(E) Conducting specialized courses of in-
struction for commissioned and noncommis-
sioned officers.

(F) Validating requirements.

(G) Establishing priorities for requirements.

(H) Ensuring the interoperability of equip-
ment and forces.

(I) Formulating and submitting require-
ments for intelligence support.

(J) Monitoring the promotions, assignments,
retention, training, and professional military
education of special operations forces officers.

(3) The commander of the special operations
command shall be responsible for—

(A) ensuring the combat readiness of forces
assigned to the special operations command;
and

(B) monitoring the preparedness to carry out
assigned missions of special operations forces
assigned to wunified combatant commands
other than the special operations command.

(4)(A) The commander of the special oper-
ations command shall be responsible for, and
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shall have the authority to conduct, the follow-
ing:
(i) Development and acquisition of special
operations-peculiar equipment.

(ii) Acquisition of special operations-pecu-
liar material, supplies, and services.

(B) Subject to the authority, direction, and
control of the Secretary of Defense, the com-
mander of the command, in carrying out his
functions under subparagraph (A), shall have au-
thority to exercise the functions of the head of
an agency under chapter 137 of this title.

(C)(1) The staff of the commander shall include
a command acquisition executive, who shall be
responsible for the overall supervision of acqui-
sition matters for the special operations com-
mand. The command acquisition executive shall
have the authority to—

(I) negotiate memoranda of agreement with
the military departments to carry out the ac-
quisition of equipment, material, supplies, and
services described in subparagraph (A) on be-
half of the command,;

(IT) supervise the acquisition of equipment,
material, supplies, and services described in
subparagraph (A), regardless of whether such
acquisition is carried out by the command, or
by a military department pursuant to a dele-
gation of authority by the command;

(ITT) represent the command in discussions
with the military departments regarding ac-
quisition programs for which the command is
a customer; and

(IV) work with the military departments to
ensure that the command is appropriately rep-
resented in any joint working group or inte-
grated product team regarding acquisition
programs for which the command is a cus-
tomer.

(ii) The command acquisition executive of the
special operations command shall be responsible
to the commander for rapidly delivering acquisi-
tion solutions to meet validated special oper-
ations-peculiar requirements, subordinate to the
Defense Acquisition Executive in matters of ac-
quisition, subject to the same oversight as the
service acquisition executives, and included on
the distribution list for acquisition directives
and instructions of the Department of Defense.

(D) The staff of the commander shall include
an inspector general who shall conduct internal
audits and inspections of purchasing and con-
tracting actions through the special operations
command and such other inspector general func-
tions as may be assigned.

(f) BUDGET.—In addition to the activities of a
combatant command for which funding may be
requested under section 166(b) of this title, the
budget proposal of the special operations com-
mand shall include requests for funding for—

(1) development and acquisition of special
operations-peculiar equipment; and

(2) acquisition of other material, supplies, or
services that are peculiar to special operations
activities.

(g) INTELLIGENCE AND SPECIAL ACTIVITIES.—
This section does not constitute authority to
conduct any activity which, if carried out as an
intelligence activity by the Department of De-
fense, would require a notice to the Select Com-
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mittee on Intelligence of the Senate and the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence of
the House of Representatives under title V of
the National Security Act of 1947 (560 U.S.C. 3091
et seq.).

(h) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense
shall prescribe regulations for the activities of
the special operations command. Such regula-
tions shall include authorization for the com-
mander of such command to provide for oper-
ational security of special operations forces and
activities.

(i) IDENTIFICATION OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS
FORCES.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), for the
purposes of this section special operations forces
are those forces of the armed forces that—

(A) are identified as core forces or as aug-
menting forces in the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan, Annex E,
dated December 17, 1985;

(B) are described in the Terms of Reference
and Conceptual Operations Plan for the Joint
Special Operations Command, as in effect on
April 1, 1986; or

(C) are designated as special operations
forces by the Secretary of Defense.

(2) The Secretary of Defense, after consulting
with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and the commander of the special operations
command, may direct that any force included
within the description in paragraph (1)(A) or
(1)(B) shall not be considered as a special oper-
ations force for the purposes of this section.

(j) SPECIAL OPERATIONS ACTIVITIES.—For pur-
poses of this section, special operations activi-
ties include each of the following insofar as it
relates to special operations:

(1) Direct action.

(2) Strategic reconnaissance.

(3) Unconventional warfare.

(4) Foreign internal defense.

(5) Civil affairs.

(6) Military information support operations.

(7) Counterterrorism.

(8) Humanitarian assistance.

(9) Theater search and rescue.

(10) Such other activities as may be specified
by the President or the Secretary of Defense.

(k) BUDGET SUPPORT FOR RESERVE ELE-
MENTS.—(1) Before the budget proposal for the
special operations command for any fiscal year
is submitted to the Secretary of Defense, the
commander of the command shall consult with
the Secretaries of the military departments con-
cerning funding for reserve component special
operations units. If the Secretary of a military
department does not concur in the recommended
level of funding with respect to any such unit
that is under the jurisdiction of the Secretary,
the commander shall include with the budget
proposal submitted to the Secretary of Defense
the views of the Secretary of the military de-
partment concerning such funding.

(2) Before the budget proposal for a military
department for any fiscal year is submitted to
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of that
military department shall consult with the com-
mander of the special operations command con-
cerning funding for special operations forces in
the military personnel budget for a reserve com-
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ponent in that military department. If the com-
mander of that command does not concur in the
recommended level of funding with respect to
reserve component special operations units, the
Secretary shall include with the budget proposal
submitted to the Secretary of Defense the views
of the commander of that command.

(Added Pub. L. 99-500, §101(c) [title IX,
§9115(b)(1)], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783-82,
1783-122, and Pub. L. 99-591, §101(c) [title IX,
§9115(b)(1)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341-82,
3341-122; Pub. L. 99-661, div. A, title XIII,
§1311(b)(1), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3983; amended
Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title XII, §1211(d), Dec. 4,
1987, 101 Stat. 1156; Pub. L. 100-456, div. A, title
VII, §712, Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 1997; Pub. L.
102-88, title VI, §602(c)(3), Aug. 14, 1991, 105 Stat.
444; Pub. L. 103-337, div. A, title IX, §925, Oct. 5,
1994, 108 Stat. 2832; Pub. L. 110-181, div. A, title
VIII, §810, Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 217; Pub. L.
112-81, div. A, title X, §1086(1), Dec. 31, 2011, 125
Stat. 1603; Pub. L. 113-66, div. A, title IX, §903,
Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 816; Pub. L. 113-291, div. A,
title X, §1071(c)(3), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3508.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Security Act of 1947, referred to in sub-
sec. (g), is act July 26, 1947, ch. 343, 61 Stat. 495. Title
V of the Act is classified generally to subchapter IIT
(§3091 et seq.) of chapter 44 of Title 50. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables.

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 99-591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99-500.
Pub. L. 99-661 and Pub. L. 99-500 added identical sec-
tions.

AMENDMENTS

2014—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 113-291 substituted
U.S.C. 3091 et seq.)” for (50 U.S.C. 413 et seq.)”’.

2013—Subsec. (e)(4)(C)(ii). Pub. L. 113-66 inserted ‘‘re-
sponsible to the commander for rapidly delivering ac-
quisition solutions to meet validated special oper-
ations-peculiar requirements, subordinate to the De-
fense Acquisition Executive in matters of acquisition,
subject to the same oversight as the service acquisition
executives, and”’ after ‘‘shall be’’.

2011—Subsec. (j)(6). Pub. L. 112-81 added par. (6) and
struck out former par. (6) which read as follows: ‘‘Psy-
chological operations.”

2008—Subsec. (e)(4)(C), (D). Pub. L. 110-181 added sub-
par. (C) and redesignated former subpar. (C) as (D).

1994—Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 103-337 added subsec. (k).

1991—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 102-88 substituted ‘‘would
require a notice” for ‘“would require—

‘(1) a finding under section 662 of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2422); or
‘“(2) a notice’ and ‘‘title V of the National Security

Act of 1947 (560 U.S.C. 413 et seq.)” for ‘‘section

501(a)(1) of the National Security Act of 1947 (50

U.S.C. 413)”.

1988—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 100456 revised and restated
subsec. (e). Prior to amendment, subsec. (e) read as fol-
lows:

‘(1) In addition to the authority prescribed in section
164(c) of this title, the commander of the special oper-
ations command shall be responsible for, and shall have
the authority to conduct, all affairs of such command
relating to special operations activities, including the
following functions:

‘‘(A) Developing strategy, doctrine, and tactics.

‘4(B) Training assigned forces.

‘(C) Conducting specialized courses of instruction
for commissioned and noncommissioned officers.

‘(D) Validating requirements.

‘‘(E) Establishing priorities for requirements.

“(50
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‘‘(F) Ensuring combat readiness.

‘“(G) Developing and acquiring special operations-
peculiar equipment and acquiring special operations-
peculiar material, supplies, and services.

‘‘(H) Ensuring the interoperability of equipment
and forces.

‘() Formulating and submitting requirements for
intelligence support.

‘“(J) Monitoring the promotions, assignments, re-
tention, training, and professional military education
of special operations forces officers.

‘“(2) The commander of such command shall be re-
sponsible for monitoring the preparedness of special op-
erations forces assigned to other unified combatant
commands to carry out assigned missions.

““(3) Subject to the authority, direction, and control
of the Secretary of Defense, the commander of the com-
mand, in carrying out his functions under paragraph
(1)(G), shall have authority to exercise the functions of
the head of an agency under chapter 137 of this title.
The staff of the commander shall include an inspector
general who shall conduct internal audits and inspec-
tions of purchasing and contracting actions through
the special operations command and such other inspec-
tor general functions as may be assigned.”’

1987—Subsec. (e)(3). Pub. L. 100-180 added par. (3).

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 99-500, §101(c) [title IX, §9115(i)], Oct. 18, 1986,
100 Stat. 1783-82, 1783-125, Pub. L. 99-591, §101(c) [title
IX, §9115(i)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341-82, 3341-125, and
Pub. L. 99-661, div. A, title XIII, §1311(i), Nov. 14, 1986,
100 Stat. 3986, provided that: ‘‘Section 167 of title 10,
United States Code (as added by subsection (b)), shall
be implemented not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 18, 1986].”’

MEMORANDA OF AGREEMENT ON IDENTIFICATION AND
DEDICATION OF ENABLING CAPABILITIES OF GENERAL
PURPOSE FORCES TO FULFILL CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS
OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES

Pub. L. 112-81, div. A, title IX, §904, Dec. 31, 2011, 125
Stat. 1533, provided that:

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—By not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 31, 2011] and
annually thereafter, each Secretary of a military de-
partment shall enter into a memorandum of agreement
with the Commander of the United States Special Oper-
ations Command that identifies or establishes proc-
esses and associated milestones by which numbers and
types of enabling capabilities of the general purpose
forces of the Armed Forces under the jurisdiction of
such Secretary can be identified and dedicated to fulfill
the training and operational requirements of special
operations forces under the United States Special Oper-
ations Command.

‘“(b) FORMAT.—Such agreements may be accomplished
in an annex to existing memoranda of agreement or
through separate memoranda of agreement.”

COUNTERTERRORISM OPERATIONAL BRIEFING
REQUIREMENT

Pub. L. 112-81, div. A, title X, §1031, Dec. 31, 2011, 125
Stat. 1570, required the Secretary of Defense, beginning
not later than March 1, 2012, to provide to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services and Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives quarterly brief-
ings outlining Department of Defense counterterrorism
operations and related activities involving special oper-
ations forces, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 113-66, div. A,
title X, §1042(b), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 857.

QUARTERLY REPORTS ON USE OF COMBAT MISSION
REQUIREMENTS FUNDS

Pub. L. 111-383, div. A, title I, §123, Jan. 7, 2011, 124
Stat. 4158, as amended by Pub. L. 112-81, div. A, title I,
§145, Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1326, provided that:

‘‘(a) QUARTERLY REPORTS REQUIRED.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the commander of the
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United States Special Operations Command shall

submit to the congressional defense committees

[Committees on Armed Services and Appropriations

of the Senate and the House of Representatives] a re-

port on the use of Combat Mission Requirements
funds during the preceding fiscal quarter.

‘(2) COMBAT MISSION REQUIREMENTS FUNDS.—For
purposes of this section, Combat Mission Require-
ments funds are amounts available to the Depart-
ment of Defense for Defense-wide procurement in the
Combat Mission Requirements subaccount of the De-
fense-wide Procurement account.

“(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report under subsection (a)
shall include, for the fiscal quarter covered by such re-
port, the following:

‘(1) The balance of the Combat Mission Require-
ments subaccount at the beginning of such quarter.

‘(2) The balance of the Combat Mission Require-
ments subaccount at the end of such quarter.

“(3) Any transfer of funds into or out of the Combat
Mission Requirements subaccount during such quar-
ter, including the source of any funds transferred into
the subaccount, and the objective of any transfer of
funds out of the subaccount.

‘“(4) A description of any requirement—

‘“(A) approved for procurement using Combat Mis-
sion Requirements funds during such quarter; or

“(B) procured using such funds during such quar-
ter.

““(5) With respect to each description of a require-
ment under paragraph (4), the amount of Combat Mis-
sion Requirements funds committed to the procure-
ment or approved procurement of such requirement.

‘(6) A table setting forth the Combat Mission Re-
quirements approved during the fiscal year in which
such report is submitted and the two preceding fiscal
years, including for each such Requirement—

““(A) the title of such Requirement;

‘“(B) the date of approval of such Requirement;
and

‘(C) the amount of funding approved for such Re-
quirement, and the source of such approved funds.

“(7) A statement of the amount of any unspent
Combat Mission Requirements funds from the fiscal
year in which such report is submitted and the two
preceding fiscal years.

‘‘(¢c) ForM.—Each report under subsection (a) shall be
submitted in unclassified form, but may include a clas-
sified annex.”

RESOURCES FOR CINCSOF

Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title XII, §1211(b), Dec. 4, 1987,
101 Stat. 1155, as amended by Pub. L. 104-106, div. A,
title IX, §903(f)(5), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 402; Pub. L.
104-201, div. A, title IX, §901, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat.
2617, provided that: ‘“The Secretary of Defense shall
provide sufficient resources for the commander of the
unified combatant command for special operations
forces established pursuant to section 167 of title 10,
United States Code, to carry out his duties and respon-
sibilities, including particularly his duties and respon-
sibilities relating to the following functions:

‘(1) Developing and acquiring special operations-
peculiar equipment and acquiring special operations-
peculiar material, supplies, and services.

‘“(2) Providing advice and assistance to the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and
Low Intensity Conflict in the Assistant Secretary’s
overall supervision of the preparation and justifica-
tion of the program recommendations and budget
proposals for special operations forces.

‘“(3) Managing assigned resources from the major
force program category for special operations forces
of the Five-Year Defense Plan of the Department of
Defense (as required to be created pursuant to sub-
section (e)).”

MAJOR FORCE PROGRAM CATEGORY; PROGRAM AND

BUDGET EXECUTION; GRADE FOR COMMANDERS OF

CERTAIN AREA SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMANDS

Pub. L. 102-484, div. A, title IX, §936(a), (b), Oct. 23,
1992, 106 Stat. 2479, provided that, during the period be-
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ginning on Feb. 1, 1993, and ending on Feb. 1, 1995, the
provisions of Pub. L. 99-661, §1311(e), set out below,
would apply as if the Secretary of Defense had des-
ignated the United States Southern Command and the
United States Central Command for the purposes of
that section, and required the Secretary of Defense to
submit to Congress a report setting forth the Sec-
retary’s recommendations for the grade structure for
the special operations forces component commander for
each unified command not later than Mar. 1, 1994.

Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title XII, §1211(e), Dec. 4, 1987,
101 Stat. 1156, directed that the major force program
category for special operations forces of the Five-Year
Defense Plan of the Department of Defense created pur-
suant to Pub. L. 99-661, §1311(c), set out below, was to
be created not later than 30 days after Dec. 4, 1987, and
required the Secretary of Defense to submit to commit-
tees of Congress on such date a report explaining the
program recommendations and budget proposals in-
cluded in such category and a certification that all pro-
gram recommendations and budget proposals for spe-
cial operations forces had been included.

Pub. L. 99-661, div. A, title XIII, §1311(c)-(e), Nov. 14,
1986, 100 Stat. 3985, 3986, provided that:

“(c) MAJOR FORCE PROGRAM CATEGORY.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall create for the special operations
forces a major force program category for the Five-
Year Defense Plan of the Department of Defense. The
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations
and Low Intensity Conflict, with the advice and assist-
ance of the commander of the special operations com-
mand, shall provide overall supervision of the prepara-
tion and justification of program recommendations and
budget proposals to be included in such major force
program category.

“(d) PROGRAM AND BUDGET EXECUTION.—To the extent
that there is authority to revise programs and budgets
approved by Congress for special operations forces,
such authority may be exercised only by the Secretary
of Defense, after consulting with the commander of the
special operations command.

‘“(e) GRADE FOR COMMANDERS OF CERTAIN AREA SPE-
CIAL OPERATIONS COMMANDS.—The commander of the
special operations command of the United States Euro-
pean Command, the United States Pacific Command,
and any other unified combatant command that the
Secretary of Defense may designate for the purposes of
this section shall be of general or flag officer grade.”

[Identical provisions were contained in section 101(c)
[§9115(c)—(e)] of Pub. L. 99-500 and Pub. L. 99-591, which
was repealed by Pub. L. 102-484, div. A, title IX, §936(c),
Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2479.]

REPORT ON CAPABILITIES OF UNITED STATES ToO CON-
DUCT SPECIAL OPERATIONS AND ENGAGE IN Low IN-
TENSITY CONFLICTS

Pub. L. 99-500, §101(c) [title IX, §9115(h)(2)], Oct. 18,
1986, 100 Stat. 1783-82, 1783-125, Pub. L. 99-591, §101(c)
[title IX, §9115(h)(2)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341-82,
3341-125, and Pub. L. 99-661, div. A, title XIII,
§1311(h)(2), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3986, required Presi-
dent, not later than one year after the date of enact-
ment, to transmit to Congress a report on capabilities
of United States to conduct special operations and en-
gage in low intensity conflicts, the report to include a
description of deficiencies in such capabilities, actions
being taken throughout executive branch to correct
such deficiencies, the principal low intensity conflict
threats to interests of United States, and the actions
taken and to be taken to implement this section.

§167a. Unified combatant command for joint
warfighting experimentation: acquisition au-
thority

(a) LIMITED ACQUISITION AUTHORITY FOR COM-
MANDER OF CERTAIN UNIFIED COMBATANT COM-
MAND.—The Secretary of Defense may delegate
to the commander of the unified combatant
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