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plication that the section does not apply to the com-
manding officers of noncombatant ships of the Navy. 
As of the date of enactment of R.S. 1468, all vessels of 
the Navy were ‘‘vessels of war’’; the elimination of the 
words, therefore, preserves the purpose of the statute. 

§ 5947. Requirement of exemplary conduct 

All commanding officers and others in author-
ity in the naval service are required to show in 
themselves a good example of virtue, honor, pa-
triotism, and subordination; to be vigilant in in-
specting the conduct of all persons who are 
placed under their command; to guard against 
and suppress all dissolute and immoral prac-
tices, and to correct, according to the laws and 
regulations of the Navy, all persons who are 
guilty of them; and to take all necessary and 
proper measures, under the laws, regulations, 
and customs of the naval service, to promote 
and safeguard the morale, the physical well- 
being, and the general welfare of the officers and 
enlisted persons under their command or charge. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 372.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5947 ......... 34 U.S.C. 265. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 7(c), 
64 Stat. 146. 

§ 5948. Consular powers: senior officer present 
afloat 

In any foreign port where there is no resident 
consul of the United States, or on the high seas, 
the senior officer present afloat has the powers 
of a consul in relation to mariners of the United 
States. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 372.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5948 ......... 34 U.S.C. 217. R.S. 1433. 

The words ‘‘the senior officer present afloat’’ are sub-
stituted for the words ‘‘The commanding officer of any 
fleet, squadron, or vessel acting singly’’. At the time of 
enactment of the Revised Statutes, the word ‘‘squad-
ron’’ meant any number of vessels more than one. 
Today the concept of ‘‘senior officer present afloat’’ 
covers as nearly as possible the current equivalent of 
the original statute. 

§ 5949. Policy as to leave and liberty 

The commanding officer of a vessel shall favor 
the faithful and obedient in granting leave and 
liberty. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 372.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5949 ......... 34 U.S.C. 220. R.S. 1431. 

The words ‘‘to exercise carefully a discrimination in’’ 
are omitted as surplusage. The words ‘‘leave and lib-
erty’’ are substituted for ‘‘temporary leave of absence 
and liberty on shore’’ to conform to modern terminol-
ogy. 

[§ 5950. Repealed. Pub. L. 90–235, § 5(b)(1), Jan. 2, 
1968, 81 Stat. 761] 

Section, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 372, pro-
vided that the commanding officer of a vessel could not 
be required to perform the duties of an officer in the 
Supply Corps. 

§ 5951. Continuation of authority after loss of 
vessel or aircraft 

If the crew of any naval vessel or naval air-
craft are separated from their vessel or aircraft 
because of its wreck, loss, or destruction, all the 
command and authority given to the officers of 
the vessel or aircraft remain in full force until 
the crew are discharged or reassigned. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 372.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5951 ......... 34 U.S.C. 264. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 7(a), 
64 Stat. 145. 

The word ‘‘officers’’ is substituted for the word ‘‘offi-
cer’’ since the cited subsection of the Act of May 5, 
1950, was intended to reenact the substance of Article 
21 of the Articles for the Government of the Navy (R.S. 
1624; 34 U.S.C. 1200), in which the word ‘‘officers’’ was 
used. The words ‘‘regularly’’ and ‘‘by competent au-
thority’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

§ 5952. Marine Corps organizations on vessels: 
authority of officers 

When an organization of the Marine Corps is 
embarked in any vessel, not as part of the au-
thorized complement of the vessel, the author-
ity of the officers of that organization is the 
same as though the organization were serving at 
a naval station. However, this section does not 
impair the paramount authority of the com-
manding officer of a vessel over the vessel and 
all persons embarked in it. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 372.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5952 ......... 34 U.S.C. 623c. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 7(b), 
64 Stat. 145. 

The words ‘‘organization of the Marine Corps’’ are 
substituted for ‘‘force of marines’’ for clarity. The 
words ‘‘or vessels’’, ‘‘and powers’’, ‘‘on shore’’, and 
‘‘under his command’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

[§§ 5953, 5954. Repealed. Pub. L. 90–235, § 5(a)(2), 
(b)(1), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 761] 

Section 5953, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 372, 
provided for the assignment and authority of executive 
officers of vessels or naval stations. 

Section 5954, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 373, 
provided for command when different commands of the 
Marine Corps and the Army or the Marine Corps and 
the Air Force joined or served together. See section 747 
of this title. 

[§ 5955. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–513, title III, 
§ 361(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2902] 

Section, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 373, di-
rected that retired officers of the Navy be withdrawn 
from command. See section 750 of this title. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Sept. 15, 1981, see section 701 of Pub. 
L. 96–513, set out as an Effective Date of 1980 Amend-
ment note under section 101 of this title. 

CHAPTER 553—SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS AND 
DETAILS 

Sec. 

[5981, 5982. Repealed.] 
5983. State Department: assignment of enlisted 

members as custodians of buildings in for-
eign countries. 

[5984. Repealed.] 
5985. Nautical Schools: detail of naval officers as 

superintendents or instructors. 
5986. Technical institutions: detail of naval officers 

to promote knowledge of naval engineering 
and naval architecture. 

[5987. Repealed.] 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–513, title V, § 503(42), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2914, struck out item 5982 ‘‘Ships and squadrons: 
detail of retired officers to command’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–482, § 2C, Oct. 21, 1970, 84 Stat. 1082, 
struck out item 5981 ‘‘Squadrons: detail of officers on 
active list to command’’. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–235, § 4(a)(4), (b)(3), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 759, 760, struck out item 5984 ‘‘Military institu-
tions and colleges: details as superintendents and in-
structors’’, and item 5987 ‘‘American National Red 
Cross: detail of officers in the Medical Corps’’. 

[§ 5981. Repealed. Pub. L. 91–482, § 1(a), Oct. 21, 
1970, 84 Stat. 1082] 

Section, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 373, pro-
vided that the President could select any officer on the 
active list of the Navy not below the grade of com-
mander and assign him to the command of a squadron, 
with the rank and title of a flag officer. 

[§ 5982. Repealed. Pub. L. 96–513, title III, 
§ 361(b), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2902] 

Section, act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 373, au-
thorized a detail of retired officers to command ships 
and squadrons in time of war. See section 688 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Sept. 15, 1981, see section 701 of Pub. 
L. 96–513, set out as an Effective Date of 1980 Amend-
ment note under section 101 of this title. 

§ 5983. State Department: assignment of enlisted 
members as custodians of buildings in for-
eign countries 

Upon the request of the Secretary of State, 
the Secretary of the Navy may assign enlisted 
members of the naval service to serve as custo-
dians under the supervision of the principal offi-
cer at any embassy, legation, or consulate. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 374.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5983 ......... 22 U.S.C. 957. Aug. 13, 1946, ch. 957, 
§ 562, 60 Stat. 1011. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SUPPORT TO SECURITY OF 
UNITED STATES DIPLOMATIC FACILITIES 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title XII, § 1269, Dec. 19, 2014, 
128 Stat. 3586, provided that: 

‘‘(a) MARINE CORPS SECURITY GUARD PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, with 

the concurrence of the Secretary of State, shall— 
‘‘(A) develop and implement a plan to incorporate 

the additional Marine Corps Security Guard person-
nel authorized under section 404 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (Public 
Law 112–239; 10 U.S.C. 5983 note) at United States 
embassies, consulates, and other facilities; 

‘‘(B) conduct an annual review of the Marine 
Corps Security Guard Program, including— 

‘‘(i) an evaluation of whether the size and com-
position of the Marine Corps Security Guard Pro-
gram is adequate to meet global diplomatic secu-
rity requirements; 

‘‘(ii) an assessment of whether Marine Corps se-
curity guards are appropriately deployed among 
facilities to respond to evolving security develop-
ments and potential threats to United States dip-
lomatic facilities abroad; and 

‘‘(iii) an assessment of the mission objectives of 
the Marine Corps Security Guard Program and 
the procedural rules of engagement to protect 
diplomatic personnel under the Program; and 
‘‘(C) provide an assessment of the effectiveness of 

Department of Defense-provided Security Aug-
mentation Units utilized during the previous year 
to improve security at high threat, high risk facili-
ties, including an evaluation of any impediments to 
the effectiveness of such units. 
‘‘(2) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 

days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 
19, 2014], the Secretary of Defense, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees an unclassified 
report, with a classified annex as necessary, that ad-
dresses the requirements set forth in paragraph (1). 
‘‘(b) REPORT ON ‘NEW NORMAL’ AND GENERAL MISSION 

REQUIREMENTS OF UNITED STATES AFRICA COMMAND.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1, 2015, the 

Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on what changes, if 
any, have been made to the force posture and struc-
ture of the United States Africa Command or adja-
cent combatant commands to respond, if requested, 
to a diplomatic facility’s security requirements (so- 
called ‘new normal’ requirements) and general mis-
sion of United States Africa Command. 

‘‘(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by paragraph 
(1) shall include the following elements: 

‘‘(A) A detailed description of the ‘new normal’ 
requirements in the area of responsibility of the 
United States Africa Command. 

‘‘(B) A description of any changes required for the 
United States Africa Command or adjacent combat-
ant commands to meet the ‘new normal’ and gen-
eral mission requirements in the United States Af-
rica Command area of responsibility, including the 
gaps in capability, size, posture, agreements, bas-
ing, and enabler support of crisis response forces 
and associated assets to respond to requests for 
support from the Secretary of State. 

‘‘(C) A discussion and estimate of the military 
forces required to support mission requirements of 
the United States Africa Command and the short-
fall, if any, in meeting such requirements. 

‘‘(D) A discussion and estimate of the annual in-
telligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance re-
quirements of the United States Africa Command 
and the shortfall, if any, in meeting such require-
ments. 
‘‘(3) FORM.—The report required by paragraph (1) 

shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may in-
clude a classified annex. 
‘‘(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES DE-

FINED.—In this section, the term ‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’ means— 

‘‘(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate; and 
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