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AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-327, §2(a)(50), Dec. 22, 2010, 124 Stat.
35662, substituted ‘‘and master netting agreements’ for
“‘or master netting agreements’ in item 562.

2005—Pub. L. 109-8, title II, §§227(b), 228(b), 229(b),
title VII, §704(b), title IX, §§907(k)(2), (p)(1), 910(a)(2),
Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 69, 71, 72, 126, 181, 182, 184, added
items 511, 526 to 528, 561 and 562 and substituted ‘“‘Con-
tractual right to liquidate, terminate, or accelerate a
securities contract’ for ‘‘Contractual right to liquidate
a securities contract” in item 555, ‘‘Contractual right
to liquidate, terminate, or accelerate a commodities
contract or forward contract’ for ‘‘Contractual right to
liquidate a commodity contract or forward contract’
in item 556, ‘‘Contractual right to liquidate, terminate,
or accelerate a repurchase agreement’ for ‘‘Contrac-
tual right to liquidate a repurchase agreement” in item
5569, and ‘‘Contractual right to liquidate, terminate, or
accelerate a swap agreement’’ for ‘‘Contractual right to
terminate a swap agreement’ in item 560.

1990—Pub. L. 101-311, title I, §106(b), June 25, 1990, 104
Stat. 268, added item 560.

1986—Pub. L. 99-554, title II, §283(q), Oct. 27, 1986, 100
Stat. 3118, amended items 557 to 559 generally, sub-
stituting ‘“‘interests in, and abandonment or other dis-
position of grain assets’” for ‘‘in and disposition of
grain’’ in item 557.

1984—Pub. L. 98-353, title III, §§352(b), 396(b), 470(b),
July 10, 1984, 98 Stat. 361, 366, 380, added items 557, 558,
and 559.

1982—Pub. L. 97-222, §6(b), July 27, 1982, 96 Stat. 237,
added items 555 and 556.
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SUBCHAPTER I—CREDITORS AND CLAIMS
§501. Filing of proofs of claims or interests

(a) A creditor or an indenture trustee may file
a proof of claim. An equity security holder may
file a proof of interest.

(b) If a creditor does not timely file a proof of
such creditor’s claim, an entity that is liable to
such creditor with the debtor, or that has se-
cured such creditor, may file a proof of such
claim.

(c) If a creditor does not timely file a proof of
such creditor’s claim, the debtor or the trustee
may file a proof of such claim.

(d) A claim of a kind specified in section
502(e)(2), 502(f), 502(g), 502(h) or 502(i) of this title
may be filed under subsection (a), (b), or (c) of
this section the same as if such claim were a
claim against the debtor and had arisen before
the date of the filing of the petition.

(e) A claim arising from the liability of a debt-
or for fuel use tax assessed consistent with the
requirements of section 31705 of title 49 may be
filed by the base jurisdiction designated pursu-
ant to the International Fuel Tax Agreement (as
defined in section 31701 of title 49) and, if so
filed, shall be allowed as a single claim.

(Pub. L. 95-598, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2578; Pub. L.
98-353, title III, §444, July 10, 1984, 98 Stat. 373;
Pub. L. 109-8, title VII, §702, Apr. 20, 2005, 119
Stat. 125.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
LEGISLATIVE STATEMENTS

The House amendment adopts section 501(b) of the
Senate amendment leaving the Rules of Bankruptcy
Procedure free to determine where a proof of claim
must be filed.

Section 501(c) expands language contained in section
501(c) of the House bill and Senate amendment to per-
mit the debtor to file a proof of claim if a creditor does
not timely file a proof of the creditor’s claim in a case
under title 11.

The House amendment deletes section 501(e) of the
Senate amendment as a matter to be left to the rules
of bankruptcy procedure. It is anticipated that the
rules will enable governmental units, like other credi-
tors, to have a reasonable time to file proofs of claim
in bankruptcy cases.

For purposes of section 501, a proof of ‘‘interest’ in-
cludes the interest of a general or limited partner in a
partnership, the interest of a proprietor in a sole pro-
prietorship, or the interest of a common or preferred
stockholder in a corporation.

SENATE REPORT NO. 95-989

This section governs the means by which creditors
and equity security holders present their claims or in-
terests to the court. Subsection (a) permits a creditor
to file a proof of claim or interest. An indenture trustee
representing creditors may file a proof of claim on be-
half of the creditors he represents.

This subsection is permissive only, and does not re-
quire filing of a proof of claim by any creditor. It per-
mits filing where some purpose would be served, such
as where a claim that appears on a list filed under pro-
posed 11 U.S.C. 924 or 1111 was incorrectly stated or list-
ed as disputed, contingent, or unliquidated, where a
creditor with a lien is undersecured and asserts a claim
for the balance of the debt owed him (his unsecured
claim, as determined under proposed 11 U.S.C. 506(a)),
or in a liquidation case where there will be a distribu-
tion of assets to the holders of allowed claims. In other
instances, such as in no-asset liquidation cases, in situ-
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