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Pub. L. 108–447, div. B, title II, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 

2878, related to Office of Space Commercialization. See 

section 50702 of Title 51, National and Commercial 

Space Programs. 

§ 1512. Powers and duties of Department 

It shall be the province and duty of said De-
partment to foster, promote, and develop the 
foreign and domestic commerce, the mining, 
manufacturing, and fishery industries of the 
United States; and to this end it shall be vested 
with jurisdiction and control of the depart-
ments, bureaus, offices, and branches of the pub-
lic service hereinafter specified, and with such 
other powers and duties as may be prescribed by 
law. 

(Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 3, 32 Stat. 826; Pub. L. 
97–31, § 12(7), Aug. 6, 1981, 95 Stat. 154.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 596 of Title 

5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 

5 by Pub. L. 89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–31 struck out references to shipping 

and transportation facilities. 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FUNCTIONS 

For assignment of certain emergency preparedness 

functions to the Secretary of Commerce, see Parts 1, 2, 

and 4 of Ex. Ord. No. 12656, Nov. 18, 1988, 53 F.R. 47491, 

set out as a note under section 5195 of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12864 

Ex. Ord. No. 12864, Sept. 15, 1993, 58 F.R. 48773, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12890, Dec. 30, 1993, 59 F.R. 499; 

Ex. Ord. No. 12921, June 13, 1994, 59 F.R. 30667; Ex. Ord. 

No. 12970, Sept. 14, 1995, 60 F.R. 48359, which established 

the United States Advisory Council on the National In-

formation Infrastructure, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 

13062, § 3(d), Sept. 29, 1997, 62 F.R. 51756, formerly set out 

as a note under section 14 of the Federal Advisory Com-

mittee Act in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

EX. ORD. NO. 13577. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SELECTUSA 

INITIATIVE 

Ex. Ord. No. 13577, June 15, 2011, 76 F.R. 35715, pro-

vided: 
By the authority vested in me as President by the 

Constitution and the laws of the United States of 

America, and in order to support private-sector job cre-

ation and enhance economic growth by encouraging 

and supporting business investment in the United 

States, it is hereby ordered as follows: 
SECTION 1. Policy. Business investment in the United 

States by both domestic and foreign firms, whether in 

the form of new equipment or facilities or the expan-

sion of existing facilities, is a major engine of economic 

growth and job creation. In an era of global capital mo-

bility, the United States faces increasing competition 

for retaining and attracting industries of the future 

and the jobs they create. My Administration is com-

mitted to enhancing the efforts of the United States to 

win the growing global competition for business invest-

ment by leveraging our advantages as the premier busi-

ness location in the world. 
As a place to do business, the United States offers a 

hardworking, diverse, and educated workforce, strong 

protection of intellectual property rights, a predictable 

and transparent legal system, relatively low taxes, 

highly developed infrastructure, and access to the 

world’s most lucrative consumer market. We welcome 

both domestic and foreign businesses to invest across 

the broad spectrum of the U.S. market. 

The Federal Government lacks the centralized in-

vestment promotion infrastructure and resources to at-

tract business investment that is often found in other 

industrialized countries. Currently, States and cities 

are competing against foreign governments to attract 

business investment. Our Nation needs to retain busi-

ness investment and pursue and win new investment in 

the United States by better marketing our strengths, 

providing clear, complete, and consistent information, 

and removing unnecessary obstacles to investment. 
SEC. 2. SelectUSA Initiative. (a) Establishment. There is 

established the SelectUSA Initiative (Initiative), a 

Government-wide initiative to attract and retain in-

vestment in the American economy. The Initiative is 

to be housed in the Department of Commerce. The mis-

sion of this Initiative shall be to facilitate business in-

vestment in the United States in order to create jobs, 

spur economic growth, and promote American competi-

tiveness. The Initiative will provide enhanced coordina-

tion of Federal activities in order to increase the im-

pact of Federal resources that support both domestic 

and foreign investment in the United States. In provid-

ing assistance, the Initiative shall work to maximize 

impact on business investment, job creation, and eco-

nomic growth. The Initiative shall work on behalf of 

the entire Nation and shall exercise strict neutrality 

with regard to specific locations within the United 

States. 
(b) Functions. 
(i) The Initiative shall coordinate outreach and en-

gagement by the Federal Government to promote the 

United States as the premier location to operate a busi-

ness. 
(ii) The Initiative shall serve as an ombudsman that 

facilitates the resolution of issues involving Federal 

programs or activities related to pending investments. 
(iii) The Initiative shall provide information to do-

mestic and foreign firms on: the investment climate in 

the United States; Federal programs and incentives 

available to investors; and State and local economic 

development organizations. 
(iv) The Initiative shall report quarterly to the Presi-

dent through the National Economic Council, the Do-

mestic Policy Council, and the National Security Staff, 

describing its outreach activities, requests for informa-

tion received, and efforts to resolve issues. 
(c) Administration. The Department of Commerce 

shall provide funding and administrative support for 

the Initiative through resources and staff assigned to 

work on the Initiative, to the extent permitted by law 

and within existing appropriations. The Secretary of 

Commerce shall designate a senior staff member as the 

Executive Director to lead the Initiative. The Execu-

tive Director shall coordinate activities both within 

the Department of Commerce and with other executive 

departments and agencies that have activities relating 

to business investment decisions. 
(d) Federal Interagency Investment Working Group. 
(i) There is established the Federal Interagency In-

vestment Working Group (Working Group), which will 

be convened and chaired by the Initiative’s Executive 

Director, in coordination with the Director of the Na-

tional Economic Council. 
(ii) The Working Group shall consist of senior offi-

cials from the Departments of State, the Treasury, De-

fense, Justice, the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce, 

Labor, Veterans Affairs, Health and Human Services, 

Housing and Urban Development, Transportation, En-

ergy, Education, and Homeland Security, the Environ-

mental Protection Agency, the Small Business Admin-

istration, the Export-Import Bank of the United 

States, the Office of the United States Trade Rep-

resentative, the Domestic Policy Council, the National 

Economic Council, the National Security Staff, the Of-

fice of Management and Budget, and the Council of 

Economic Advisers, as well as such additional execu-

tive departments, agencies, and offices as the Secretary 

of Commerce may designate. Senior officials shall be 

designated by and report to the Deputy Secretary or of-

ficial at the equivalent level of their respective offices, 

departments, and agencies. 
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(iii) The Working Group shall coordinate activities to 

promote business investment and respond to specific is-

sues that affect business investment decisions. 
(iv) The Department of Commerce shall provide fund-

ing and administrative support for the Working Group 

to the extent permitted by law and within existing ap-

propriations. 
(e) Department and Agency Participation. All executive 

departments and agencies that have activities relating 

to business investment decisions shall cooperate with 

the Initiative, as requested by the Initiative’s Execu-

tive Director, to support its objectives. 
SEC. 3. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order 

shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) authority granted by law to an executive depart-

ment, agency, or the head thereof, or the status of that 

department or agency within the Federal Government; 

or 
(ii) functions of the Director of the Office of Manage-

ment and Budget relating to budgetary, administra-

tive, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with 

applicable law and subject to the availability of appro-

priations. 
(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create 

any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-

able at law or in equity by any party against the 

United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, 

its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA. 
[Reference to the National Security Staff deemed to 

be a reference to the National Security Council Staff, 

see Ex. Ord. No. 13657, set out as a note under section 

3021 of Title 50, War and National Defense.] 

§ 1513. Duties and powers vested in Department 

All duties performed and all power and author-
ity possessed or exercised by the head of any ex-
ecutive department in and over any bureau, of-
fice, officer, board, branch, or division of the 
public service transferred to the Department of 
Commerce, or any business arising therefrom or 
pertaining thereto, or in relation to the duties 
performed by and authority conferred by law 
upon such bureau, officer, office, board, branch, 
or division of the public service, whether of an 
appellate or revisory character or otherwise, 
shall be vested in and exercised by the Secretary 
of Commerce. 

(Feb. 14, 1903, ch. 552, § 10, 32 Stat. 829.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 599 of Title 

5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 

5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 

89–554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 

and agencies of Department of Commerce, with certain 

exceptions, to Secretary of Commerce, with power to 

delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 5 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, eff. May 

24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1263, set out as a note 

under section 1501 of this title. 

GOVERNMENT INTEREST IN PATENTS 

For duties and powers of Secretary of Commerce with 

respect to interest of Government in patents, see exec-

utive orders set out as notes under section 266 of Title 

35, Patents. 

§ 1513a. Cost estimates for National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration programs in-
cluded in Department budget justification 

Beginning in fiscal year 2007 and for each fis-
cal year thereafter, the Secretary of Commerce 

shall include in the budget justification mate-
rials that the Secretary submits to Congress in 
support of the Department of Commerce budget 
(as submitted with the budget of the President 
under section 1105(a) of title 31) an estimate for 
each National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration procurement, acquisition and con-
struction program having a total multiyear pro-
gram cost of more than $5,000,000 and an esti-
mate of the budgetary requirements for each 
such program for each of the five subsequent fis-
cal years. 

(Pub. L. 109–108, title II, Nov. 22, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2312.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Department of Commerce and Re-

lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006, which is title 

II of the Science, State, Justice, Commerce, and Relat-

ed Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006. 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 

prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 114–113, div. B, title I, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat. 

2292. 

Pub. L. 113–235, div. B, title I, Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 

2179. 

Pub. L. 113–76, div. B, title I, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 Stat. 

49. 

Pub. L. 113–6, div. B, title I, Mar. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 

239. 

Pub. L. 112–55, div. B, title I, Nov. 18, 2011, 125 Stat. 

597. 

Pub. L. 111–117, div. B, title I, Dec. 16, 2009, 123 Stat. 

3119. 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. B, title II, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 

2881. 

§ 1513b. Cost estimates for National Institute of 
Standards and Technology construction 
projects included in Department budget jus-
tification 

Beginning in fiscal year 2007 and for each fis-
cal year thereafter, the Secretary of Commerce 
shall include in the budget justification mate-
rials that the Secretary submits to Congress in 
support of the Department of Commerce budget 
(as submitted with the budget of the President 
under section 1105(a) of title 31) an estimate for 
each National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology construction project having a total 
multiyear program cost of more than $5,000,000 
and simultaneously the budget justification ma-
terials shall include an estimate of the budg-
etary requirements for each such project for 
each of the five subsequent fiscal years. 

(Pub. L. 109–108, title II, Nov. 22, 2005, 119 Stat. 
2311.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from the Department of Commerce and Re-

lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006, which is title 

II of the Science, State, Justice, Commerce, and Relat-

ed Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006. 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 

appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 114–113, div. B, title I, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat. 

2291. 

Pub. L. 113–235, div. B, title I, Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat. 

2177. 
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