§ 1531

TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE

transferred by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred
Fourth Congress, Jan. 4, 1995. For treatment of references to Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, see section 1(b)(3) of Pub. L. 104–14, set out as a
note preceding section 21 of Title 2, The Congress.

§ 1531. Buying Power Maintenance accounts for
International Trade Administration, Export
Administration, and United States Travel
and Tourism Administration
In order to maintain overseas program activity for the Department of Commerce provided
for each fiscal year at the appropriated program
levels, the Secretary may establish Buying
Power Maintenance accounts for the International Trade Administration, the Export Administration, and the United States Travel and
Tourism Administration. There are authorized
to be appropriated for such accounts such sums
as may be necessary to offset adverse fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates, or unbudgeted overseas wage and price changes. To
eliminate substantial gains to the approved levels of overseas operations, the Secretary shall
transfer to a Buying Power Maintenance account such amounts determined to be excessive
to the needs of the approved level of overseas operations because of fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates or changes in unbudgeted
overseas wages and prices, including unobligated
balances associated with the overseas program.
To offset adverse fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates or unbudgeted overseas
wage and price changes, the Secretary may
transfer from a Buying Power Maintenance account such amounts determined to be necessary
to maintain the approved level of overseas operations under an appropriation account. Funds
transferred by the Secretary to or from a Buying Power Maintenance account to another account shall be merged with and be available for
the same purpose, and for the same time period,
as the funds in the account into which transferred. Any restriction contained in an appropriation Act or other provision of law limiting
the amounts available for the Department of
Commerce that may be obligated or expended
shall be deemed to be adjusted to the extent necessary to offset the net effect of fluctuations in
foreign currency exchange rates or unbudgeted
overseas wage and price changes in order to
maintain approved levels.
(Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(a) [title I, § 108], Dec. 22,
1987, 101 Stat. 1329, 1329–7.)
§ 1532. Telecommunications; electromagnetic radiation; research, analysis, dissemination of
information; other functions of Secretary
The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to—
(1) conduct research on all of the telecommunications sciences, including wave
propagation and reception, the conditions
which affect electromagnetic wave propagation and reception, electromagnetic noise and
interference, radio system characteristics, operating techniques affecting the use of the
electromagnetic spectrum, and methods for
improving the use of the electromagnetic spectrum for telecommunications purposes;
(2) prepare and issue predictions of electromagnetic wave propagation conditions and
warnings of disturbances in such conditions;
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(3) investigate conditions which affect the
transmission of radio waves from their source
to a receiver and the compilation and distribution of information on such transmission of
radio waves as a basis for choice of frequencies
to be used in radio operations;
(4) conduct research and analysis in the general field of telecommunications sciences in
support of assigned functions and in support of
other Government agencies;
(5) investigate nonionizing electromagnetic
radiation and its uses, as well as methods and
procedures for measuring and assessing electromagnetic environments, for the purpose of
developing and coordinating policies and procedures affecting Federal Government use of
the electromagnetic spectrum for telecommunications purposes;
(6) compile, evaluate, publish, and otherwise
disseminate general scientific and technical
data resulting from the performance of the
functions specified in this section or from
other sources when such data are important to
science, engineering, or industry, or to the
general public, and are not available elsewhere; and
(7) undertake such other activities similar
to those specified in this subsection as the
Secretary of Commerce determines appropriate.
(Pub. L. 100–418, title V, § 5112(b), Aug. 23, 1988,
102 Stat. 1430.)
§ 1533. Repealed. Pub. L. 111–358,
§ 407(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 4004

title

IV,

Section, Pub. L. 100–418, title V, § 5163(d), Aug. 23,
1988, 102 Stat. 1451, established the Commerce, Science,
and Technology Fellowship Program within the Department of Commerce.
CODIFICATION
Pub. L. 111–358, § 407(c), which directed the repeal of
section 5163(d) of the Omnibus Trade and Competition
Act of 1988, was executed by repealing this section,
which was section 5163(d) of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988 (Pub. L. 100–418), to reflect
the probable intent of Congress.

§ 1534. Assessment of fees for access to environmental data
(a) Basis of assessment
Except as otherwise provided in this section,
the Secretary is authorized to assess fees, based
on fair market value, for access to environmental data and information and products derived therefrom collected and/or archived by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
(b) Eligible recipients; waiver of fees in cases of
foreign governments and international organizations
(1) The Secretary shall provide data, information, and products described in subsection (a) to
Federal, State, and local government agencies,
to universities, and to other nonprofit institutions at the cost of reproduction and transmission, if such data, information, and products
are to be used for research and not for commercial purposes.
(2) The Secretary shall waive the assessment
of fees under subsection (a) as necessary to con-

