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TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE

any provision of State law regarding consequential damages for injury to the person or other
injury.
(c) State warranty laws
(1) Except as provided in subsection (b) and in
paragraph (2) of this subsection, a State requirement—
(A) which relates to labeling or disclosure
with respect to written warranties or performance thereunder;
(B) which is within the scope of an applicable requirement of sections 2302, 2303, and 2304
of this title (and rules implementing such sections), and
(C) which is not identical to a requirement
of section 2302, 2303, or 2304 of this title (or a
rule thereunder),
shall not be applicable to written warranties
complying with such sections (or rules thereunder).
(2) If, upon application of an appropriate State
agency, the Commission determines (pursuant
to rules issued in accordance with section 2309 of
this title) that any requirement of such State
covering any transaction to which this chapter
applies (A) affords protection to consumers
greater than the requirements of this chapter
and (B) does not unduly burden interstate commerce, then such State requirement shall be applicable (notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1) of this subsection) to the extent specified in such determination for so long as the
State administers and enforces effectively any
such greater requirement.
(d) Other Federal warranty laws
This chapter (other than section 2302(c) of this
title) shall be inapplicable to any written warranty the making or content of which is otherwise governed by Federal law. If only a portion
of a written warranty is so governed by Federal
law, the remaining portion shall be subject to
this chapter.
(Pub. L. 93–637, title I, § 111, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat.
2192.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT
The Federal Trade Commission Act, referred to in
subsec. (a)(1), is act Sept. 26, 1914, ch. 311, 38 Stat. 717,
as amended, which is classified generally to subchapter
I (§ 41 et seq.) of chapter 2 of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 58 of
this title and Tables.
The Antitrust Acts, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), are
defined in section 44 of this title.
The Federal Seed Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), is
act Aug. 9, 1939, ch. 615, 53 Stat. 1275, as amended, which
is classified generally to chapter 37 (§ 1551 et seq.) of
Title 7, Agriculture. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see section 1551 of Title 7 and Tables.

§ 2312. Effective dates
(a) Effective date of chapter
Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section, this chapter shall take effect 6 months
after January 4, 1975, but shall not apply to consumer products manufactured prior to such
date.
(b) Effective date of section 2302(a)
Section 2302(a) of this title shall take effect 6
months after the final publication of rules re-
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specting such section; except that the Commission, for good cause shown, may postpone the
applicability of such sections until one year
after such final publication in order to permit
any designated classes of suppliers to bring their
written warranties into compliance with rules
promulgated pursuant to this chapter.
(c) Promulgation of rules
The Commission shall promulgate rules for
initial implementation of this chapter as soon
as possible after January 4, 1975, but in no event
later than one year after such date.
(Pub. L. 93–637, title I, § 112, Jan. 4, 1975, 88 Stat.
2192.)
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SUBCHAPTER I—FINDINGS, PURPOSE, AND
POLICY; DEFINITIONS
§ 2401. Congressional findings
The Congress finds that—
(1) the rate of productivity growth in the
United States has declined during four of the
past six years;
(2) the decline in the rate of productivity
growth has contributed to inflation, to economic stagnation, and to increasing unemployment;
(3) since 1965, the rate of productivity
growth of the United States has been consistently lower than that of many industrial nations in the world, adversely affecting the
competitive position of the United States in
world markets;

