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AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–86, § 2(1), inserted ‘‘to 

better inform and provide for more timely decision-

making to reduce drought related impacts and costs’’ 

before period at end. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 113–86, § 2(2), added subsec. (b) and 

struck out former subsec. (b) which set out required 

functions of the National Integrated Drought Informa-

tion System. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–86, § 2(3), added subsec. (e). 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Pub. L. 109–430, § 4, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 2919, as 

amended by Pub. L. 113–86, § 3, Mar. 6, 2014, 128 Stat. 

1016, provided that: ‘‘There are authorized to be appro-

priated to carry out this Act [see Short Title of 2006 

Amendment note set out under section 311 of this title] 

$13,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.’’ 

DEFINITIONS 

Pub. L. 109–430, § 2, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 2918, pro-

vided that: ‘‘In this Act [see Short Title of 2006 Amend-

ment note set out under section 311 of this title]: 

‘‘(1) DROUGHT.—The term ‘drought’ means a defi-

ciency in precipitation— 

‘‘(A) that leads to a deficiency in surface or sub-

surface water supplies (including rivers, streams, 

wetlands, ground water, soil moisture, reservoir 

supplies, lake levels, and snow pack); and 

‘‘(B) that causes or may cause— 

‘‘(i) substantial economic or social impacts; or 

‘‘(ii) substantial physical damage or injury to 

individuals, property, or the environment. 

‘‘(2) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under Sec-

retary’ means the Under Secretary of Commerce for 

Oceans and Atmosphere.’’ 

§ 314. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Aug. 8, 1894, ch. 238, 28 Stat. 273, related 

to making promotions in service without prejudice to 

those transferred from Signal Service of War Depart-

ment. 

§ 315. Changes or assignment to duty 

The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to 
make such changes or assignment to duty in the 
personnel or detailed force of the National 
Weather Service for limiting or reducing ex-
penses as he may deem necessary. 

(Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 169, 28 Stat. 737; 1940 Reorg. 
Plan No. IV, § 8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2421, 54 
Stat. 1236; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 13, 
1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan 
No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Weather Bureau consolidated with Coast and Geo-

detic Survey to form new agency in Department of 

Commerce known as Environmental Science Services 

Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 

13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318, set out as a note 

under section 311 of this title. Functions of Bureau and 

Chief of Bureau transferred to Secretary of Commerce 

by Reorg. Plan. Subsequently, Environmental Science 

Services Administration abolished and National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration established. By 

Department Organization Order 25–5A, Secretary dele-

gated to NOAA his functions under this chapter of the 

Code. By order of Acting Associate Administrator of 

NOAA, organizational name of Weather Bureau 

changed to National Weather Service. For further de-

tails, see Codification note set out under section 311 of 

this title. 

§ 316. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 145, § 1 [part], 37 Stat. 

830, related to travel expenses, and has been superseded 

by section 5701 et seq. of Title 5, Government Organiza-

tion and Employees. 

§ 317. Appropriations and estimates 

The appropriations for the support of the Na-
tional Weather Service shall be made with those 
of the other bureaus of the Department of Com-
merce, and it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of Commerce to prepare future estimates for the 
National Weather Service which shall be spe-
cially developed and extended in the interests of 
agriculture. 

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1266, § 9, 26 Stat. 653; 1940 Reorg. 
Plan No. IV, § 8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2421, 54 
Stat. 1236; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 13, 
1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan 
No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 9 (less 1st 35 words) of act 

Oct. 1890. Remainder of such section 9 was classified to 

section 215 of former title 10, and was repealed by act 

Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 68A Stat. 648. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Weather Bureau consolidated with Coast and Geo-

detic Survey to form new agency in Department of 

Commerce known as Environmental Science Services 

Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2, of 1965, eff. July 

13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318, set out as a note 

under section 311 of this title. Functions of Bureau and 

Chief of Bureau transferred to Secretary of Commerce 

by Reorg. Plan. Subsequently, Environmental Science 

Services Administration abolished and National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration established. By 

Department Organization Order 25–5A, Secretary dele-

gated to NOAA his functions under this chapter of the 

Code. By order of Acting Associate Administrator of 

NOAA, organizational name of Weather Bureau 

changed to National Weather Service. For further de-

tails, see Codification note set out under section 311 of 

this title. 

Reorg. Plan No. IV of 1940 transferred Weather Bu-

reau from Department of Agriculture to Department of 

Commerce. 

§ 318. Weather signals on mail cars 

The Secretary of Commerce, in cooperation 
with the United States Postal Service, may ar-
range a plan by which there shall be displayed 
on all cars and other conveyances used for trans-
porting United States mail suitable flags or 
other signals to indicate weather forecasts, cold- 
wave warnings, frost warnings, and so forth, to 
be furnished by the Secretary. 

(Apr. 25, 1896, ch. 140, 29 Stat. 108; 1940 Reorg. 
Plan No. IV, § 8, eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2421, 54 
Stat. 1236; 1965 Reorg. Plan No. 2, §§ 1, 2, eff. July 
13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318; Pub. L. 91–375, 
§ 4(a), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 773.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘United States Postal Service’’ substituted in text 

for ‘‘Postmaster General’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 91–375, 

§ 4(a), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 773, set out as a note under 

section 201 of Title 39, Postal Service, which abolished 

the office of Postmaster General of the Post Office De-

partment and transferred its functions to the United 

States Postal Service. 
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Office of Chief of Weather Bureau abolished and func-

tions transferred to Secretary of Commerce by Reorg. 

Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 

1318. Reorg. Plan No. IV of 1940 transferred Weather Bu-

reau from Department of Agriculture to Department of 

Commerce. For further details, see notes set out under 

section 311 of this title. 

§ 319. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 3, 1948, ch. 400, title III, 62 Stat. 328, 

was from the Department of Commerce Appropriation 

Act, 1949, and was not repeated in subsequent appro-

priations acts. Similar provisions were contained in 

prior appropriations acts back to 1925. Section related 

to printing by Weather Bureau. See section 326 of this 

title. 

§ 320. Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 1(34), 65 
Stat. 702 

Section, act Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1258, relat-

ed to sale of maps or publications. 

§ 321. Repealed. Oct. 25, 1951, ch. 562, § 1(15), 65 
Stat. 638 

Section, act May 25, 1900, ch. 555, 31 Stat. 204, relating 

to destruction of old telegrams. See section 3301 et seq. 

of Title 44, Public Printing and Documents. 

§ 322. Odd jobs for part-time employees 

National Weather Service part-time employ-
ees, appointed by designation or otherwise under 
regulations of the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management for observational work, 
may perform odd jobs in the installation, repair, 
improvement, alteration, cleaning, or removal 
of Government property and receive compensa-
tion therefor under regulations to be prescribed 
by the Secretary of Commerce. 

(July 1, 1943, ch. 182, title III, 57 Stat. 300; 1965 
Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 
79 Stat. 1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 
1970, 35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090; 1978 Reorg. Plan 
No. 2, § 102, 43 F.R. 36037, 92 Stat. 3783.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Director of the Office of Personnel Management’’ 

substituted in text for ‘‘Civil Service Commission’’ pur-

suant to Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1978, set out under section 

1101 of Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-

ees, which transferred functions vested by statute in 

Civil Service Commission to Director of Office of Per-

sonnel Management (except as otherwise specified), ef-

fective Jan. 1, 1979, as provided by section 1–102 of Ex. 

Ord. No. 12107, Dec. 28, 1978, 44 F.R. 1055, set out under 

section 1101 of Title 5. 

Weather Bureau consolidated with Coast and Geo-

detic Survey to form new agency in Department of 

Commerce known as Environmental Science Services 

Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 

13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318, set out as a note 

under section 311 of this title. Functions of Bureau and 

Chief of Bureau transferred to Secretary of Commerce 

by Reorg. Plan. Subsequently, Environmental Science 

Services Administration abolished and National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration established. By 

Department Organization Order 25–5A, Secretary dele-

gated to NOAA his functions under this chapter of the 

Code. By order of Acting Associate Administrator of 

NOAA, organizational name of Weather Bureau 

changed to National Weather Service. For further de-

tails, see Codification note set out under section 311 of 

this title. 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Section is from the Departments of State, Justice, 

and Commerce Appropriation Act, 1944. Similar provi-

sions were contained in the following appropriation 

acts: 

July 2, 1942, ch. 472, title III, 56 Stat. 500. 

June 28, 1941, ch. 258, title II, 55 Stat. 289. 

June 25, 1940, ch. 421, 54 Stat. 539. 

June 30, 1939, ch. 253, title I, 53 Stat. 947. 

June 16, 1938, ch. 464, title I, 52 Stat. 718. 

June 29, 1937, ch. 404, 50 Stat. 403. 

§ 323. Repealed. July 25, 1947, ch. 327, § 1, 61 Stat. 
449 

Section, act Oct. 29, 1942, ch. 632, 56 Stat. 1012, related 

to scholarships for meteorological students in weather 

forecasting during World War II. 

§ 324. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 3, 1948, ch. 400, title III, 62 Stat. 328, 

which related to extra compensation for certain em-

ployees in Alaska and other territorial possessions, was 

from the Department of Commerce Appropriation Act, 

1949, and was not repeated in subsequent appropriations 

acts. See section 327 of this title. 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Similar provisions were contained in the following 

appropriation acts: 

July 9, 1947, ch. 211, title III, 61 Stat. 301. 

July 5, 1946, ch. 541, title III, 60 Stat. 475. 

May 21, 1945, ch. 129, title III, 59 Stat. 195. 

June 28, 1944, ch. 294, title III, 58 Stat. 424. 

July 1, 1943, ch. 182, title III, 57 Stat. 301. 

§ 325. Authority for certain functions and activi-
ties 

Appropriations now or hereafter provided for 
the National Weather Service shall be available 
for (a) furnishing food and shelter, without re-
payment therefor, to employees of the Govern-
ment assigned to Arctic stations; (b) equipment 
and maintenance of meteorological offices and 
stations, and maintenance and operation of me-
teorological facilities outside the United States 
by contract or otherwise; (c) repairing, altering, 
and improving of buildings occupied by the Na-
tional Weather Service, and care and preserva-
tion of grounds, including the construction of 
necessary outbuildings and sidewalks on public 
streets abutting National Weather Service 
grounds; (d) arranging for communication serv-
ices at rates to be fixed by the Secretary of 
Commerce by agreement with the companies 
performing the services when determined to be 
advantageous to the Government; and (e) pur-
chasing tabulating cards and continuous form 
tabulating paper. 

(June 2, 1948, ch. 373, § 1, 62 Stat. 286; 1965 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, 1970 eff. July 13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 
Stat. 1318; 1970 Reorg. Plan No. 4, eff. Oct. 3, 1970, 
35 F.R. 15627, 84 Stat. 2090.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Weather Bureau consolidated with Coast and Geo-

detic Survey to form new agency in Department of 

Commerce known as Environmental Science Services 

Administration by Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1965, eff. July 

13, 1965, 30 F.R. 8819, 79 Stat. 1318, set out as a note 

under section 311 of this title. Functions of Bureau and 

Chief of Bureau transferred to Secretary of Commerce 
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