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which may have been previously secured by the 
United States for purposes other than for the 
conservation area. 

(e) Scope and construction of rights 

The Federal water rights reserved by this sub-
chapter are specific to the conservation area 
designated by this subchapter. Nothing in this 
subchapter shall be construed as establishing a 
precedent with regard to any future designa-
tions, nor shall it constitute an interpretation 
of any other Act or any designation. 

(Pub. L. 101–621, § 10, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3345; 
Pub. L. 103–450, § 2(c), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4766.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–450 inserted before pe-
riod at end ‘‘, except that as related to rights associ-
ated with lands added to the conservation area after 
November 16, 1990, the priority date shall be the date of 
enactment of the Act adding such lands to the con-
servation area’’. 

§ 460ccc–9. No buffer zones 

The Congress does not intend for the establish-
ment of the conservation area to lead to the cre-
ation of protective perimeters or buffer zones 
around the conservation area. The fact that 
there may be activities or uses on lands outside 
the conservation area that would not be per-
mitted in the conservation area shall not pre-
clude such activities or uses on such lands up to 
the boundary of the conservation area to the ex-
tent consistent with other applicable law. 

(Pub. L. 101–621, § 11, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3345.) 

§ 460ccc–10. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this sub-
chapter. 

(Pub. L. 101–621, § 12, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3346.) 

SUBCHAPTER CXV—GILA BOX RIPARIAN 
NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA 

§ 460ddd. Establishment 

(a) In general 

In order to conserve, protect, and enhance the 
riparian and associated areas described in sub-
section (b) and the aquatic, wildlife, archeologi-
cal, paleontological, scientific, cultural, rec-
reational, educational, scenic, and other re-
sources and values of such areas, there is hereby 
established the Gila Box Riparian National Con-
servation Area (hereafter in this subchapter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘conservation area’’). 

(b) Areas included 

The conservation area shall consist of the pub-
lic lands generally depicted on a map entitled 
‘‘Gila Box Riparian National Conservation 
Area’’ dated February 1990, and comprising ap-
proximately 20,900 acres. 

(c) Map 

As soon as practicable after November 28, 1990, 
a map and legal description of the conservation 
area shall be filed by the Secretary with the 
Committee on Natural Resources of the United 
States House of Representatives and the Com-

mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of the 
United States Senate. Such map shall have the 
same force and effect as if included in this sec-
tion. Copies of such map shall be on file and 
available for public inspection in the Office of 
the Director of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, and in the ap-
propriate office of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment in Arizona. 

(d) Management of conservation area 

(1) The Secretary shall manage the conserva-
tion area in a manner that conserves, protects 
and enhances its resources and values, including 
the resources and values specified in subsection 
(a), pursuant to the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 [43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.] 
and other applicable law, including this sub-
chapter. 

(2) The Secretary shall allow only such uses of 
the conservation area as the Secretary finds will 
further the purposes for which the conservation 
area is established. Except where needed for ad-
ministrative purposes or to respond to an emer-
gency, use of motorized vehicles in the conserva-
tion area shall be permitted only on roads spe-
cifically designated for such use as part of the 
management plan prepared pursuant to sub-
section (g). 

(e) Withdrawal 

Subject to valid existing rights, all Federal 
lands within the conservation area are hereby 
withdrawn from all forms of entry, appropria-
tion, or disposal under the public land laws; 
from location, entry, and patent under the 
United States mining laws; and from disposition 
under all laws pertaining to mineral and geo-
thermal leasing, and all amendments thereto. 

(f) Water 

(1) Congress hereby reserves a quantity of 
water sufficient to fulfill the purposes, as speci-
fied in subsection (a), for which the conservation 
area is established. The priority date of this re-
served right shall be November 28, 1990. 

(2) The Secretary and all other officers of the 
United States shall take all steps necessary to 
protect the right reserved by paragraph (1), in-
cluding the filing by the Secretary of a claim for 
the quantification of such right in any present 
or future appropriate stream adjudication in the 
courts of the State of Arizona in which the 
United States is or may be joined and which is 
conducted in accordance with section 666 of title 
43. 

(3) Nothing in this subchapter shall be con-
strued as a relinquishment or reduction of any 
water rights reserved or appropriated by the 
United States in the State of Arizona on or be-
fore November 28, 1990. 

(4) The Federal rights reserved by this sub-
chapter are specific to the conservation area lo-
cated in the State of Arizona designated by this 
subchapter. Nothing in this subchapter related 
to reserved Federal water rights shall be con-
strued as establishing a precedent with regard 
to any future designations, nor shall it con-
stitute an interpretation of any other Act or 
any designation made pursuant thereto. 

(5) Nothing in this subchapter shall be con-
strued to impair or conflict with the implemen-
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