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1 See References in Text note below. 

(May 18, 1938, ch. 251, § 2, 52 Stat. 408.) 

§ 460a–1. Acceptance of lands conveyed for Blue 
Ridge or Natchez Trace Parkways 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion, to approve and accept, on behalf 
of the United States, title to any lands and in-
terests in land heretofore or hereafter conveyed 
to the United States for the purposes of the Blue 
Ridge or the Natchez Trace Parkways, or for 
recreational areas in connection therewith. 

(June 30, 1936 ch. 883, § 3, as added June 8, 1940, 
ch. 277, 54 Stat. 250.) 

§ 460a–2. Blue Ridge Parkway; establishment; ad-
ministration and maintenance 

All lands and easements heretofore or here-
after conveyed to the United States by the 
States of Virginia and North Carolina for the 
right-of-way for the projected parkway between 
the Shenandoah and Great Smoky Mountains 
National Parks, together with sites acquired or 
to be acquired for recreational areas in connec-
tion therewith, and a right-of-way for said park-
way of a width sufficient to include the highway 
and all bridges, ditches, cuts, and fills appur-
tenant thereto, but not exceeding a maximum of 
two hundred feet through Government-owned 
lands (except that where small parcels of Gov-
ernment-owned lands would otherwise be iso-
lated, or where topographic conditions or scenic 
requirements are such that bridges, ditches, 
cuts, fills, parking overlooks, landscape develop-
ment, recreational and other facilities requisite 
to public use of said parkway could not reason-
ably be confined to a width of two hundred feet, 
the said maximum may be increased to such 
width as may be necessary, with the written ap-
proval of the department or agency having juris-
diction over such lands) as designated on maps 
heretofore or hereafter approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, shall be known as the 
Blue Ridge Parkway and shall be administered 
and maintained by the Secretary of the Interior 
through the National Park Service, subject to 
the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 
August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), entitled ‘‘An Act to 
establish a National Park Service, and for other 
purposes’’,1 the provisions of which Act, as 
amended and supplemented, are extended over 
and made applicable to said parkway: Provided, 
That the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized, 
with the concurrence of the Secretary of the In-
terior, to connect with the parkway such roads 
and trails as may be necessary for the protec-
tion, administration, or utilization of adjacent 
and nearby national forests and the resources 
thereof: And provided further, That the Forest 
Service and the National Park Service shall, in-
sofar as practicable, coordinate and correlate 
such recreational development as each may 
plan, construct, or permit to be constructed, on 
lands within their respective jurisdictions 
which, by mutual agreement, should be given 
special treatment for recreational purposes. 

(June 30, 1936, ch. 883, § 1, 49 Stat. 2041; June 8, 
1940, ch. 277, 54 Stat. 249.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of Congress approved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 
535), entitled ‘‘An Act to establish a National Park 
Service, and for other purposes’’, referred to in text, is 
act Aug. 25, 1916, ch. 408, 39 Stat. 535, known as the Na-
tional Park Service Organic Act, which enacted sec-
tions 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title and provisions set out 
as a note under section 100101 of Title 54, National Park 
Service and Related Programs. Sections 1 to 4 of the 
Act were repealed and restated as section 1865(a) of 
Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and section 
100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 100751(a), 100752, 
100753, and 102101 of Title 54 by Pub. L. 113–287, §§ 3, 
4(a)(1), 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3094, 3260, 3272. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Tables. For disposition of former sections of this title, 
see Disposition Table preceding section 100101 of Title 
54. 

AMENDMENTS 

1940—Act June 8, 1940, inserted exceptions set out in 
parentheses. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

Functions of Administrator of General Services 
transferred to Secretary of Commerce by Reorg. Plan 
No. 7 of 1949, § 2, eff. Aug. 20, 1949, 14 F.R. 5228, 63 Stat. 
1070, set out in the Appendix to Title 5. 

Functions, powers, and duties of Secretary of Com-
merce and other officers and offices of Department of 
Commerce relating generally to highways under Reorg. 
Plan No. 7 of 1949 transferred to and vested in Sec-
retary of Transportation by Pub. L. 89–670, § 6(a)(1)(M), 
Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 938. Reorg. Plan No. 7 of 1949 was 
amended by section 2(b) of Pub. L. 97–449, Jan. 12, 1983, 
96 Stat. 2439, to reflect such transfer. 

Functions of Federal Works Agency and of all agen-
cies thereof, together with functions of Federal Works 
Administrator transferred to Administrator of General 
Services by section 103(a) of act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 
title I, 63 Stat. 380. Both Federal Works Agency and of-
fice of Federal Works Administrator abolished by sec-
tion 103(b) of that act. See Historical and Revision 
Notes under section 303(b) of Title 40, Public Buildings, 
Property, and Works. Section 303(b) of Title 40 was 
amended generally by Pub. L. 109–313, § 2(a)(1), Oct. 6, 
2006, 120 Stat. 1734, and, as so amended, no longer re-
lates to the Federal Works Agency and Commissioner 
of Public Buildings. See 2006 Amendment note under 
section 303 of Title 40. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, as effective 
July 1, 1949, see section 605, formerly § 505, of act June 
30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 403; renumbered by act Sept. 5, 
1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583. 

§ 460a–3. Licenses or permits to owners of adja-
cent lands 

In the administration of the Blue Ridge Park-
way, the Secretary of the Interior may issue 
revocable licenses or permits for rights-of-way 
over, across, and upon parkway lands, or for the 
use of parkway lands by the owners or lessees of 
adjacent lands, for such purposes and under such 
nondiscriminatory terms, regulations, and con-
ditions as he may determine to be not inconsist-
ent with the use of such lands for parkway pur-
poses. 

(June 30, 1936, ch. 883, § 2, as added June 8, 1940, 
ch. 277, 54 Stat. 250.) 
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§ 460a–4. Transfer of jurisdiction to Secretary of 
Agriculture; national forest lands 

When in his judgment the public interest will 
be served thereby, the Secretary of the Interior 
is authorized, upon concurrence of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, to transfer to the jurisdiction of 
the Secretary of Agriculture for national forest 
purposes lands or interests in lands acquired for 
or in connection with the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
Lands transferred under this section shall be-
come national forest lands subject to all laws, 
rules, and regulations applicable to lands ac-
quired pursuant to the Weeks Law of March 1, 
1911 (36 Stat. 961), as amended. 

(May 13, 1952, ch. 263, 66 Stat. 69.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Weeks Law of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 961), as 
amended, referred to in text, is act Mar. 1, 1911, ch. 186, 
36 Stat. 961, as amended, which is classified to sections 
480, 500, 513 to 519, 521, 552 and 563 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
title note set out under section 552 of this title and 
Tables. 

§ 460a–5. Acquisition of land contiguous to Blue 
Ridge or Natchez Trace Parkways 

In order to consolidate, on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway and the Natchez Trace Parkway, the 
land forming each such parkway, to adjust own-
ership lines, and to eliminate hazardous cross-
ings of and accesses to these parkways, the Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized to acquire, 
by purchase or exchange, land and interests in 
land contiguous to the parkways. In con-
summating exchanges under this section, the 
Secretary may transfer parkway land, interests 
therein, and easements: Provided, That the prop-
erty rights so exchanged shall be approximately 
equal in value. 

(Pub. L. 87–76, June 30, 1961, 75 Stat. 196.) 

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY AND TOWN OF BLOWING ROCK 
LAND EXCHANGE 

Pub. L. 111–167, May 24, 2010, 124 Stat. 1188, known as 
the Blue Ridge Parkway and Town of Blowing Rock 
Land Exchange Act of 2009, provided for land exchange 
between the National Park Service and the Town of 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina, by requiring the Sec-
retary of the Interior to exchange approximately 20 
acres of land within the boundary of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, known as Blowing Rock Reservoir, for ap-
proximately 192 acres of land owned by the Town, 
known as Town of Blowing Rock Exchange Lands, not 
later than three years after May 24, 2010, and subject to 
applicable laws and certain terms and conditions and to 
equalization of land values, adjustment of the boundary 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway, administration of lands ac-
quired by the Secretary, and future disposition of the 
reservoir property. 

LAND EXCHANGE IN GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 

Pub. L. 108–108, title I, § 138, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 
1271, known as the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
Land Exchange Act of 2003, provided for land exchange 
between National Park Service and Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians, by directing Secretary of the Inte-
rior to exchange the Ravensford tract, in the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park and the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, for the Yellow Face tract adjacent to the 
Waterrock Knob Visitor Center on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway; stated congressional findings and purposes 

for such land exchange; contained descriptions and pro-
vision relating to treatment of exchanged lands; set 
forth implementation process; and prohibited gaming 
on the Ravensford tract. 

§ 460a–6. Blue Ridge Parkway extension; accept-
ance of lands; public use, administration, and 
maintenance areas; survey location of park-
way extension crossing national forest land; 
transfer from Federal agency to administra-
tive jurisdiction of Secretary of the Interior; 
national forest uses following transfer within 
national forest 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to 
accept, on behalf of the United States, donations 
of land and interests in land in the States of 
North Carolina and Georgia, to construct there-
on an extension of the Blue Ridge Parkway from 
the vicinity of Beech Gap, North Carolina, to 
the vicinity of Kennesaw Mountain National 
Battlefield Park north of Atlanta and Marietta, 
Georgia, and to provide public use, administra-
tion, and maintenance areas in connection 
therewith. The lands accepted for the parkway 
extension may vary in width but shall average 
not more than one hundred and twenty-five 
acres per mile in fee simple plus not more than 
twenty-five acres per mile in scenic easements. 
The survey location and width of any portion of 
the parkway extension that crosses national for-
est land shall be jointly determined by the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agri-
culture. Where the parkway extension des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Interior tra-
verses Federal lands, the head of the department 
or agency having jurisdiction over such lands is 
authorized to transfer to the Secretary of the 
Interior the part of the Federal lands mutually 
agreed upon as necessary for the construction, 
maintenance and administration of the parkway 
extension and public use thereof, without trans-
fer of funds. Any such transfer within a national 
forest shall not preclude any national forest use 
that is compatible with parkway use and that is 
agreed upon by the Secretary of the Interior and 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 90–555, § 1, Oct. 9, 1968, 82 Stat. 967.) 

§ 460a–7. Coordination of recreational develop-
ment on parkway and national forest lands; 
administration of forest land recreational fa-
cilities and access road development by Sec-
retary of Agriculture; forest road and Appa-
lachian Trail relocation and reconstruction 
and alternative forest road provision by Sec-
retary of the Interior 

To effectuate the recommendations in the re-
port to the Congress on the North Carolina- 
Georgia extension of the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
made pursuant to the Act of August 10, 1961 (75 
Stat. 337)— 

(1) The Secretary of the Interior and the 
Secretary of Agriculture shall, insofar as prac-
ticable, coordinate and correlate recreational 
development on lands within the parkway and 
adjacent or related national forests land: Pro-

vided, That within national forest boundaries 
recreational developments and facilities on 
Federal lands other than those actually within 
the national parkway shall be administered by 
the Secretary of Agriculture; 
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