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‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Interior, see 
section 2 of Pub. L. 95–625, set out as a note under sec-
tion 45f of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER XCVI—RATTLESNAKE 
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA 

§ 460ll. Findings and declaration of policy 

(a) The Congress finds that— 
(1) certain lands on the Lolo National Forest 

in Montana have high value for watershed, 
water storage, wildlife habitat, primitive 
recreation, historical, scientific, ecological, 
and educational purposes. This national forest 
area has long been used as a wilderness by 
Montanans and by people throughout the Na-
tion who value it as a source of solitude, wild-
life, clean, free-flowing waters stored and used 
for municipal purposes for over a century, and 
primitive recreation, to include such activities 
as hiking, camping, backpacking, hunting, 
fishing, horse riding, and bicycling; and 

(2) certain other lands on the Lolo National 
Forest, while not predominantly of wilderness 
quality, have high value for municipal water-
shed, recreation, wildlife habitat, and eco-
logical and educational purposes. 

(b) Therefore, it is hereby declared to be the 
policy of Congress that, to further the purposes 
of the Wilderness Act of 1964 (16 U.S.C. 1131) and 
the National Forest Management Act of 1976 (16 
U.S.C. 1600), the people of the Nation and Mon-
tana would best be served by national recreation 
area designation of the Rattlesnake area to in-
clude the permanent preservation of certain of 
these lands under established statutory designa-
tion as wilderness, and to promote the water-
shed, recreational, wildlife, and educational val-
ues of the remainder of these lands. 

(Pub. L. 96–476, § 1, Oct. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 2271.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C. 1131), referred to in sub-
sec. (b), is Pub. L. 88–577, Sept. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 890, as 
amended, which is classified generally to chapter 23 
(§ 1131 et seq.) of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 1131 of this title and Tables. 

The National Forest Management Act of 1976 (16 
U.S.C. 1600), referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 94–588, 
Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2949, as amended, which enacted 
sections 472a, 521b, 1600, and 1611 to 1614 of this title, 
amended sections 500, 515, 516, 518, 576b, and 1601 to 1610 
of this title, repealed sections 476, 513, and 514 of this 
title, and enacted provisions set out as notes under sec-
tions 476, 513, 528, 594–2, and 1600 of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title of 1976 Amendment note set out under section 1600 
of this title and Tables. 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 96–476, § 1, Oct. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 2271, provided 
in part: ‘‘That this Act [enacting this subchapter] may 
be cited as the ‘Rattlesnake National Recreation Area 
and Wilderness Act of 1980’.’’ 

§ 460ll–1. Rattlesnake Wilderness 

(a) Designation of area 

In furtherance of the purposes of the Wilder-
ness Act (78 Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C. 1131), certain 
lands within the Rattlesnake National Recre-

ation Area as designated by this subchapter, 
which comprise approximately 33,000 acres as 
generally depicted as the ‘‘Rattlesnake Wilder-
ness’’ on a map entitled ‘‘Rattlesnake National 
Recreation Area and Wilderness—Proposed’’, 
and dated October 1, 1980, are hereby designated 
as wilderness and shall be known as the Rattle-
snake Wilderness. 

(b) Administration 

Subject to valid existing rights, the Rattle-
snake Wilderness as designated by this sub-
chapter shall be administered by the Secretary 
of Agriculture, hereafter referred to as the Sec-
retary, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Wilderness Act [16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.] governing 
areas designated by that Act as wilderness: Pro-

vided, That any reference in such provisions to 
the effective date of the Wilderness Act shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the effective date of 
this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 96–476, § 2, Oct. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 2271.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 
88–577, Sept. 3, 1964, 78 Stat. 890, as amended, which is 
classified generally to chapter 23 (§ 1131 et seq.) of this 
title. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1131 of 
this title and Tables. 

The effective date of the Wilderness Act, referred to 
in subsec. (b), means Sept. 3, 1964, the date of enact-
ment of Pub. L. 88–577, which enacted chapter 23 of this 
title. 

The effective date of this subchapter, referred to in 
subsec. (b), means Oct. 19, 1980, the date of enactment 
of Pub. L. 96–476, which enacted this subchapter. 

§ 460ll–2. Rattlesnake National Recreation Area 

An area of land as generally depicted as the 
‘‘Rattlesnake National Recreation Area’’ on a 
map entitled ‘‘Rattlesnake National Recreation 
area and Wilderness—Proposed’’, and dated Oc-
tober 1, 1980, is hereby established as the Rattle-
snake National Recreation Area. 

(Pub. L. 96–476, § 3, Oct. 19, 1980, 94 Stat. 2272.) 

§ 460ll–3. Land acquisition and exchange 

(a) Authority of Secretary of Agriculture 

Within the boundaries of the Rattlesnake Na-
tional Recreation Area and Rattlesnake Wilder-
ness, the Secretary is authorized and directed to 
acquire with donated or appropriated funds in-
cluding amounts appropriated from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, by exchange, gift, 
or purchase, such non-Federal lands, interests, 
or any other property, in conformance with the 
provisions of this section. Nothing in this sub-
chapter shall be construed to limit or diminish 
the existing authority of the Secretary to ac-
quire lands and interests therein within or con-
tiguous to the Rattlesnake National Recreation 
Area or Rattlesnake Wilderness. 

(b) Exchange of lands for bidding rights on coal 
lease sales or coal lease modifications; bid-
ding rights as monetary credit; transfer or 
sale 

(1) The Secretary of the Interior, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Agriculture, is au-
thorized to consider and consummate an ex-
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