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land to the south boundary of a tract of national 
park land just east of Mount Sterling Gap; 
thence northerly following the south and east 
boundaries of the said tract of national park 
land to the northeast corner thereof; thence 
northeasterly through a tract of national forest 
land, following the crest of the ridge parallel to 
and east of Mount Sterling Creek to the summit 
of the ridge terminated by the juncture of 
Mount Sterling Creek with its south prong; 
thence northwesterly across Mount Sterling 
Creek to the summit northeast of Ivy Gap; 
thence westerly to a point where the westerly 
boundary of a tract of Forest Service land di-
verges from North Carolina State Highway 
Numbered 284; thence with the highway north-
erly to a point where North Carolina Highway 
Numbered 284 joins Tennessee Highway Num-
bered 75 at the State line; 

(b) Between Nantahala National Forest and 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the 
boundary shall follow the boundary of said for-
est as described in Proclamation Numbered 2185 
of July 9, 1936; 

(c) Between Cherokee National Forest (Unaka 
Division) and Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, the boundary shall follow the boundary of 
said forest as described in Proclamation Num-
bered 2183 of July 8, 1936. 

(July 26, 1950, ch. 492, § 1, 64 Stat. 377.) 

§ 403k–1. Laws applicable 

Subject to valid existing rights, all lands with-
in the boundaries of Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, as redefined by sections 403k to 
403k–2 of this title, hereafter shall be a part of 
the national park and shall be subject to all 
laws, rules, and regulations applicable to the na-
tional park. All federally owned lands elimi-
nated from the national park by said sections 
shall hereafter be a part of the Pisgah National 
Forest and shall be subject to all laws, rules, 
and regulations relating to such national forest. 

(July 26, 1950, ch. 492, § 2, 64 Stat. 378.) 

§ 403k–2. Addition of lands to Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park 

So much of the twenty-five-acre tract of land 
in Forney’s Creek Township, Swain County, 
North Carolina, lying north of Lake Cheoah, 
proposed to be donated to the United States by 
the Carolina Aluminum Company, as now lies 
outside of the park boundaries authorized by 
sections 403 and 403a to 403c of this title, shall 
upon acceptance by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, become a part of the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park and shall be subject to all 
laws, rules, and regulations applicable to said 
park. 

(July 26, 1950, ch. 492, § 3, 64 Stat. 378.) 

§ 403k–3. Palmer’s Chapel in Cataloochee Valley 
of Great Smoky Mountains National Park; 
protection and continued use; communica-
tion of Chapel history to visitors 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and 
directed to take such measures as may be nec-
essary to provide for the continued protection of 
the historic Palmer’s Chapel in the Cataloochee 

Valley of the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. The importance of the chapel in memori-
alizing the early settlement of the valley and in 
providing an opportunity for interpreting the 
cultural traditions of the former residents of the 
valley is hereby recognized, and the Secretary is 
authorized to make suitable arrangements for 
the history of the chapel to be communicated to 
park visitors and for the chapel to continue to 
be used for memorial purposes by former resi-
dents and their descendants. 

(Pub. L. 96–199, title I, § 106, Mar. 5, 1980, 94 Stat. 
69.) 

SUBCHAPTER XLVII—MAMMOTH CAVE 
NATIONAL PARK 

§ 404. Establishment; boundaries 

When title to lands within the area referred to 
in this section shall have been vested in the 
United States in fee simple, there shall be, and 
there is, established, dedicated, and set apart as 
a public park for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the people, the tract of land in the Mammoth 
Cave region in the State of Kentucky, being ap-
proximately seventy thousand six hundred and 
eighteen acres, recommended as a National Park 
by the Southern Appalachian National Park 
Commission to the Secretary of the Interior, in 
its report of April 8, 1926, and made under au-
thority of the Act of February 21, 1925 (chapter 
281, 43 Statutes 958); which area, or any part or 
parts thereof as may be accepted on behalf of 
the United States in accordance with the provi-
sions hereof, shall be known as the Mammoth 
Cave National Park: Provided, That the United 
States shall not purchase by appropriation of 
public moneys any land within the aforesaid 
area, but such lands shall be secured by the 
United States only by public or private dona-
tion. 

(May 25, 1926, ch. 382, § 1, 44 Stat. 635.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Act of February 21, 1925, referred to in text, was not 
classified to the Code. 

§ 404a. Acceptance of title to lands 

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized, in 
his discretion, to accept, as hereinafter pro-
vided, on behalf of the United States, title to 
the lands referred to in section 404 of this title, 
and to be purchased with the funds which may 
be subscribed by or through the Mammoth Cave 
National Park Association of Kentucky, and 
with other contributions for the purchase of 
lands in the Mammoth Cave National Park area: 
Provided, That any of said lands may be donated 
directly to the United States and conveyed to it, 
cost free, by fee-simple title, in cases where such 
donations may be made without the necessity of 
purchase. 

(May 25, 1926, ch. 382, § 2, 44 Stat. 635.) 

§ 404b. Administration, protection, and develop-
ment; Federal Power Act inapplicable; mini-
mum area 

The administration, protection, and develop-
ment of the aforesaid park shall be exercised 
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