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§ 824r. Protection of transmission contracts in 
the Pacific Northwest 

(a) Definition of electric utility or person 

In this section, the term ‘‘electric utility or 
person’’ means an electric utility or person 
that— 

(1) as of August 8, 2005, holds firm trans-
mission rights pursuant to contract or by rea-
son of ownership of transmission facilities; 
and 

(2) is located— 
(A) in the Pacific Northwest, as that re-

gion is defined in section 839a of this title; or 
(B) in that portion of a State included in 

the geographic area proposed for a regional 
transmission organization in Commission 
Docket Number RT01–35 on the date on 
which that docket was opened. 

(b) Protection of transmission contracts 

Nothing in this chapter confers on the Com-
mission the authority to require an electric util-
ity or person to convert to tradable or financial 
rights— 

(1) firm transmission rights described in sub-
section (a); or 

(2) firm transmission rights obtained by ex-
ercising contract or tariff rights associated 
with the firm transmission rights described in 
subsection (a). 

(June 10, 1920, ch. 285, pt. II, § 218, as added Pub. 
L. 109–58, title XII, § 1235, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 
960.) 

§ 824s. Transmission infrastructure investment 

(a) Rulemaking requirement 

Not later than 1 year after August 8, 2005, the 
Commission shall establish, by rule, incentive- 
based (including performance-based) rate treat-
ments for the transmission of electric energy in 
interstate commerce by public utilities for the 
purpose of benefitting consumers by ensuring re-
liability and reducing the cost of delivered 
power by reducing transmission congestion. 

(b) Contents 

The rule shall— 
(1) promote reliable and economically effi-

cient transmission and generation of elec-
tricity by promoting capital investment in the 
enlargement, improvement, maintenance, and 
operation of all facilities for the transmission 
of electric energy in interstate commerce, re-
gardless of the ownership of the facilities; 

(2) provide a return on equity that attracts 
new investment in transmission facilities (in-
cluding related transmission technologies); 

(3) encourage deployment of transmission 
technologies and other measures to increase 
the capacity and efficiency of existing trans-
mission facilities and improve the operation of 
the facilities; and 

(4) allow recovery of— 
(A) all prudently incurred costs necessary 

to comply with mandatory reliability stand-
ards issued pursuant to section 824o of this 
title; and 

(B) all prudently incurred costs related to 
transmission infrastructure development 
pursuant to section 824p of this title. 

(c) Incentives 

In the rule issued under this section, the Com-
mission shall, to the extent within its jurisdic-
tion, provide for incentives to each transmitting 
utility or electric utility that joins a Trans-
mission Organization. The Commission shall en-
sure that any costs recoverable pursuant to this 
subsection may be recovered by such utility 
through the transmission rates charged by such 
utility or through the transmission rates 
charged by the Transmission Organization that 
provides transmission service to such utility. 

(d) Just and reasonable rates 

All rates approved under the rules adopted 
pursuant to this section, including any revisions 
to the rules, are subject to the requirements of 
sections 824d and 824e of this title that all rates, 
charges, terms, and conditions be just and rea-
sonable and not unduly discriminatory or pref-
erential. 

(June 10, 1920, ch. 285, pt. II, § 219, as added Pub. 
L. 109–58, title XII, § 1241, Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat. 
961.) 

§ 824t. Electricity market transparency rules 

(a) In general 

(1) The Commission is directed to facilitate 
price transparency in markets for the sale and 
transmission of electric energy in interstate 
commerce, having due regard for the public in-
terest, the integrity of those markets, fair com-
petition, and the protection of consumers. 

(2) The Commission may prescribe such rules 
as the Commission determines necessary and ap-
propriate to carry out the purposes of this sec-
tion. The rules shall provide for the dissemina-
tion, on a timely basis, of information about the 
availability and prices of wholesale electric en-
ergy and transmission service to the Commis-
sion, State commissions, buyers and sellers of 
wholesale electric energy, users of transmission 
services, and the public. 

(3) The Commission may— 
(A) obtain the information described in para-

graph (2) from any market participant; and 
(B) rely on entities other than the Commis-

sion to receive and make public the informa-
tion, subject to the disclosure rules in sub-
section (b). 

(4) In carrying out this section, the Commis-
sion shall consider the degree of price trans-
parency provided by existing price publishers 
and providers of trade processing services, and 
shall rely on such publishers and services to the 
maximum extent possible. The Commission may 
establish an electronic information system if it 
determines that existing price publications are 
not adequately providing price discovery or 
market transparency. Nothing in this section, 
however, shall affect any electronic information 
filing requirements in effect under this chapter 
as of August 8, 2005. 

(b) Exemption of information from disclosure 

(1) Rules described in subsection (a)(2), if 
adopted, shall exempt from disclosure informa-
tion the Commission determines would, if dis-
closed, be detrimental to the operation of an ef-
fective market or jeopardize system security. 
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