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(Pub. L. 96–339, § 2, Sept. 4, 1980, 94 Stat. 1069; 
Pub. L. 96–561, title II, § 238(b), Dec. 22, 1980, 94 
Stat. 3300; Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(a) 
[title II, § 211(b)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009, 
3009–41.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), is Pub. L. 
94–265, Apr. 13, 1976, 90 Stat. 331, as amended, which is 
classified principally to this chapter. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 1801 of this title and Tables. 

Section 101 of the Act of 1976 [16 U.S.C. 1811], referred 
to in subsec. (b)(1)(A), which established the fishery 
conservation zone, was amended generally by Pub. L. 
99–659, title I, § 101(b), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3706, and 
now relates to United States sovereign rights to fish 
and fishery management authority within the exclusive 
economic zone. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management Act which 
comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–208 substituted ‘‘Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery’’ for ‘‘Magnuson Fishery’’. 

1980—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 96–561 substituted ‘‘Mag-
nuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act’’ for 
‘‘Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(a) [title II, 
§ 211(b)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009, 3009–41, provided 
that the amendment made by that section is effective 
15 days after Oct. 11, 1996. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 96–561, title II, § 238(b), Dec. 22, 1980, 94 Stat. 
3300, provided that the amendment made by that sec-
tion is effective 15 days after Dec. 22, 1980. 

§ 1827a. Prohibition on sale of billfish 

(a) Prohibition 

No person shall offer for sale, sell, or have cus-
tody, control, or possession of for purposes of of-
fering for sale or selling billfish or products con-
taining billfish. 

(b) Penalty 

For purposes of section 1858(a) of this title, a 
violation of this section shall be treated as an 
act prohibited by section 1857 of this title. 

(c) Exemptions for traditional fisheries and mar-
kets 

(1) Subsection (a) does not apply to billfish 
caught by US fishing vessels and landed in the 
State of Hawaii or Pacific Insular Areas as de-
fined in section 1802(35) of this title. 

(2) Subsection (a) does not apply to billfish 
landed by foreign fishing vessels in the Pacific 
Insular Areas when the foreign caught billfish is 
exported to non-US markets or retained within 
Hawaii and the Pacific Insular Areas for local 
consumption. 

(d) Billfish defined 

In this section the term ‘‘billfish’’— 
(1) means any fish of the species— 

(A) Makaira nigricans (blue marlin); 
(B) Kajikia audax (striped marlin); 

(C) Istiompax indica (black marlin); 
(D) Istiophorus platypterus (sailfish); 
(E) Tetrapturus angustirostris (shortbill 

spearfish); 
(F) Kajikia albida (white marlin); 
(G) Tetrapturus georgii (roundscale spear-

fish); 
(H) Tetrapturus belone (Mediterranean 

spearfish); and 
(I) Tetrapturus pfluegeri (longbill spear-

fish); and 

(2) does not include the species Xiphias 
gladius (swordfish). 

(Pub. L. 112–183, § 4, Oct. 5, 2012, 126 Stat. 1422.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Billfish Conserva-
tion Act of 2012 and not as part of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management Act which 
comprises this chapter. 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 112–183, § 2, Oct. 5, 2012, 126 Stat. 1422, provided 
that: ‘‘Congress finds the following: 

‘‘(1) The United States carefully regulates its do-
mestic fisheries for billfish and participates in inter-
national fishery management bodies in the Atlantic 
and Pacific. 

‘‘(2) Global billfish populations have declined sig-
nificantly, however, because of overfishing primarily 
through retention of bycatch by non-United States 
commercial fishing fleets. 

‘‘(3) Ending the importation of foreign-caught bill-
fish for sale in the United States aligns with U.S. 
management measures of billfish and protects the 
significant economic benefits to the U.S. economy of 
recreational fishing and marine commerce and the 
traditional cultural fisheries.’’ 

§ 1828. Foreign fishing incursions 

(a) In general 

Not later than 180 days after July 11, 2006, the 
Secretary of the department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating shall provide to the Commit-
tee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on steps that the Coast 
Guard will take to significantly improve the 
Coast Guard’s detection and interdiction of ille-
gal incursions into the United States exclusive 
economic zone by foreign fishing vessels. 

(b) Specific issues to be addressed 

The report shall— 
(1) focus on areas in the exclusive economic 

zone where the Coast Guard has failed to de-
tect or interdict such incursions in the 4-fis-
cal-year period beginning with fiscal year 2000, 
including such areas in the Western/Central 
Pacific and the Bering Sea; and 

(2) include an evaluation of the potential use 
of unmanned aircraft and offshore platforms 
for detecting or interdicting such incursions. 

(c) Biennial updates 

The Secretary shall provide biannual reports 
updating the Coast Guard’s progress in detecting 
or interdicting such incursions to the Commit-
tee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 
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