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ties carried out by the Public Lands Corps, to all 
activities carried out under this subchapter by a 
qualified youth or conservation corps, and to 
the selection and service of resource assistants. 

(Pub. L. 91–378, title II, § 209, as added Pub. L. 
103–82, title I, § 105(6), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 
853.) 

§ 1729. Funding 

(a) Cost sharing 

(1) Projects by qualified youth or conservation 
corps 

The Secretary is authorized to pay not more 
than 75 percent of the costs of any appropriate 
conservation project carried out pursuant to 
this subchapter on public lands by a qualified 
youth or conservation corps. The remaining 25 
percent of the costs of such a project may be 
provided from nonfederal sources in the form 
of funds, services, facilities, materials, equip-
ment, or any combination of the foregoing. No 
cost sharing shall be required in the case of 
any appropriate conservation project carried 
out on Indian lands or Hawaiian home lands 
under this subchapter. 

(2) Public Lands Corps projects 

The Secretary is authorized to accept dona-
tions of funds, services, facilities, materials, 
or equipment for the purposes of operating the 
Public Lands Corps and carrying out appro-
priate conservation projects by the Corps. 
However, nothing in this subchapter shall be 
construed to require any cost sharing for any 
project carried out directly by the Corps. 

(b) Funds available under National and Commu-
nity Service Act 

In order to carry out the Public Lands Corps 
or to support resource assistants and qualified 
youth or conservation corps under this sub-
chapter, the Secretary shall be eligible to apply 
for and receive assistance under section 121(b) of 
the National and Community Service Act of 1990 
[42 U.S.C. 12571(b)]. 

(c) Other funds 

Amounts appropriated pursuant to the author-
ization of appropriations under section 1730 of 
this title are in addition to amounts allocated 
to the Public Lands Corps through other Federal 
programs or projects. 

(Pub. L. 91–378, title II, § 210, as added Pub. L. 
103–82, title I, § 105(6), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 853; 
amended Pub. L. 109–154, § 2(f)(1), (g)(4), Dec. 30, 
2005, 119 Stat. 2892, 2893.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–154, § 2(g)(4)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary is’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the Interior 
and the Secretary of Agriculture are each’’ in pars. (1) 
and (2). 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–154, § 2(g)(4)(B), substituted 
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–154, § 2(f)(1), added subsec. (c). 

§ 1730. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) In general 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subchapter $12,000,000 for each fis-

cal year, of which $8,000,000 is authorized to 
carry out priority projects and $4,000,000 of 
which is authorized to carry out other appro-
priate conservation projects. 

(b) Disaster relief or prevention projects 

Notwithstanding subsection (a), any amounts 
made available under that subsection shall be 
available for disaster prevention or relief 
projects. 

(c) Availability of funds 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
amounts appropriated for any fiscal year to 
carry out this subchapter shall remain available 
for obligation and expenditure until the end of 
the fiscal year following the fiscal year for 
which the amounts are appropriated. 

(Pub. L. 91–378, title II, § 211, as added Pub. L. 
109–154, § 2(f)(2), Dec. 30, 2005, 119 Stat. 2892.) 
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SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 1801. Findings, purposes and policy 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds and declares the following: 
(1) The fish off the coasts of the United 

States, the highly migratory species of the 
high seas, the species which dwell on or in the 
Continental Shelf appertaining to the United 
States, and the anadromous species which 
spawn in United States rivers or estuaries, 
constitute valuable and renewable natural re-
sources. These fishery resources contribute to 
the food supply, economy, and health of the 
Nation and provide recreational opportunities. 

(2) Certain stocks of fish have declined to 
the point where their survival is threatened, 
and other stocks of fish have been so substan-
tially reduced in number that they could be-
come similarly threatened as a consequence of 
(A) increased fishing pressure, (B) the inad-
equacy of fishery resource conservation and 
management practices and controls, or (C) di-
rect and indirect habitat losses which have re-
sulted in a diminished capacity to support ex-
isting fishing levels. 

(3) Commercial and recreational fishing con-
stitutes a major source of employment and 
contributes significantly to the economy of 
the Nation. Many coastal areas are dependent 
upon fishing and related activities, and their 
economies have been badly damaged by the 

overfishing of fishery resources at an ever-in-
creasing rate over the past decade. The activi-
ties of massive foreign fishing fleets in waters 
adjacent to such coastal areas have contrib-
uted to such damage, interfered with domestic 
fishing efforts, and caused destruction of the 
fishing gear of United States fishermen. 

(4) International fishery agreements have 
not been effective in preventing or terminat-
ing the overfishing of these valuable fishery 
resources. There is danger that irreversible ef-
fects from overfishing will take place before 
an effective international agreement on fish-
ery management jurisdiction can be nego-
tiated, signed, ratified, and implemented. 

(5) Fishery resources are finite but renew-
able. If placed under sound management before 
overfishing has caused irreversible effects, the 
fisheries can be conserved and maintained so 
as to provide optimum yields on a continuing 
basis. 

(6) A national program for the conservation 
and management of the fishery resources of 
the United States is necessary to prevent 
overfishing, to rebuild overfished stocks, to in-
sure conservation, to facilitate long-term pro-
tection of essential fish habitats, and to real-
ize the full potential of the Nation’s fishery 
resources. 

(7) A national program for the development 
of fisheries which are underutilized or not uti-
lized by the United States fishing industry, in-
cluding bottom fish off Alaska, is necessary to 
assure that our citizens benefit from the em-
ployment, food supply, and revenue which 
could be generated thereby. 

(8) The collection of reliable data is essential 
to the effective conservation, management, 
and scientific understanding of the fishery re-
sources of the United States. 

(9) One of the greatest long-term threats to 
the viability of commercial and recreational 
fisheries is the continuing loss of marine, es-
tuarine, and other aquatic habitats. Habitat 
considerations should receive increased atten-
tion for the conservation and management of 
fishery resources of the United States. 

(10) Pacific Insular Areas contain unique his-
torical, cultural, legal, political, and geo-
graphical circumstances which make fisheries 
resources important in sustaining their eco-
nomic growth. 

(11) A number of the Fishery Management 
Councils have demonstrated significant 
progress in integrating ecosystem consider-
ations in fisheries management using the ex-
isting authorities provided under this chapter. 

(12) International cooperation is necessary 
to address illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing and other fishing practices which may 
harm the sustainability of living marine re-
sources and disadvantage the United States 
fishing industry. 

(b) Purposes 

It is therefore declared to be the purposes of 
the Congress in this chapter— 

(1) to take immediate action to conserve and 
manage the fishery resources found off the 
coasts of the United States, and the anad-
romous species and Continental Shelf fishery 
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