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(4) a description of how such oil and gas, if 
produced within such area, may be transported 
to processing facilities; 

(5) an evaluation of how such oil and gas re-
lates to the national need for additional do-
mestic sources of oil and gas; and 

(6) the recommendations of the Secretary 
with respect to whether further exploration 
for, and the development and production of, 
oil and gas within the coastal plain should be 
permitted and, if so, what additional legal au-
thority is necessary to ensure that the adverse 
effects of such activities on fish and wildlife, 
their habitats, and other resources are avoided 
or minimized. 

(i) Effect of other laws 

Until otherwise provided for in law enacted 
after December 2, 1980, all public lands within 
the coastal plain are withdrawn from all forms 
of entry or appropriation under the mining laws, 
and from operation of the mineral leasing laws, 
of the United States. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title X § 1002, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 
2449; Pub. L. 97–394, title I, § 110, Dec. 30, 1982, 96 
Stat. 1982.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Subsec. (e)(2)(C). Pub. L. 97–394 inserted proviso 
that the Secretary prohibit by regulation any person 
who obtains access to such data and information from 
the Secretary or from any person other than a permit-
tee from participation in any lease sale which includes 
the areas from which the information was obtained and 
from any commercial use of the information, and that 
Secretary require that any permittee make available 
such data to any person at fair cost. 

§ 3143. Production of oil and gas from Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge prohibited 

Production of oil and gas from the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge is prohibited and no leas-
ing or other development leading to production 
of oil and gas from the range shall be under-
taken until authorized by an Act of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title X, § 1003, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2452.) 

§ 3144. Wilderness portion of study 

(a) Suitability of lands for preservation as wil-
derness; report to President 

As part of the study, the Secretary shall re-
view the suitability or nonsuitability for preser-
vation as wilderness of the Federal lands de-
scribed in section 3141 of this title and report his 
findings to the President. 

(b) Presidential recommendations to Congress 

The President shall advise the Senate and the 
House of Representatives of his recommenda-
tions with respect to the designation of the area 
or any part thereof as wilderness together with 
a map thereof and a definition of its boundaries. 

(c) Preservation of wilderness character and po-
tential 

Subject to valid existing rights and the provi-
sions of section 3142 of this title, the wilderness 
study area designated by this section shall, until 
Congress determines otherwise, be administered 
by the Secretary so as to maintain presently ex-

isting wilderness character and potential for in-
clusion in the National Wilderness Preservation 
System. Already established uses may be per-
mitted to continue, subject to such restrictions 
as the Secretary deems desirable, in the manner 
and degree in which the same were being con-
ducted on December 2, 1980. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title X, § 1004, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2452.) 

§ 3145. Wildlife resources portion of study and 
impact of potential oil spills in Arctic Ocean 

(a) Wildlife resources 

The Secretary shall work closely with the 
State of Alaska and Native Village and Regional 
Corporations in evaluating the impact of oil and 
gas exploration, development, production, and 
transportation and other human activities on 
the wildlife resources of these lands, including 
impacts on the Arctic and Porcupine caribou 
herds, polar bear, muskox, grizzly bear, wolf, 
wolverine, seabirds, shore birds, and migratory 
waterfowl. In addition the Secretary shall con-
sult with the appropriate agencies of the Gov-
ernment of Canada in evaluating such impacts 
particularly with respect to the Porcupine cari-
bou herd. 

(b) Oil spills 

(1) The Congress finds that— 
(A) Canada has discovered commercial quan-

tities of oil and gas in the Amalagak region of 
the Northwest Territory; 

(B) Canada is exploring alternatives for 
transporting the oil from the Amalagak field 
to markets in Asia and the Far East; 

(C) one of the options the Canadian Govern-
ment is exploring involves transshipment of 
oil from the Amalagak field across the Beau-
fort Sea to tankers which would transport the 
oil overseas; 

(D) the tankers would traverse the American 
Exclusive Economic Zone through the Beau-
fort Sea into the Chuckchi Sea and then 
through the Bering Straits; 

(E) the Beaufort and Chuckchi Seas are vital 
to Alaska’s Native people, providing them 
with subsistence in the form of walrus, seals, 
fish, and whales; 

(F) the Secretary of the Interior has con-
ducted Outer Continental Shelf lease sales in 
the Beaufort and Chuckchi Seas and oil and 
gas exploration is ongoing; 

(G) an oil spill in the Arctic Ocean, if not 
properly contained and cleaned up, could have 
significant impacts on the indigenous people 
of Alaska’s North Slope and on the Arctic en-
vironment; and 

(H) there are no international contingency 
plans involving our two governments concern-
ing containment and cleanup of an oil spill in 
the Arctic Ocean. 

(2)(A) The Secretary of the Interior, in con-
sultation with the Governor of Alaska, shall 
conduct a study of the issues of recovery of dam-
ages, contingency plans, and coordinated ac-
tions in the event of an oil spill in the Arctic 
Ocean. 

(B) The Secretary shall, no later than January 
31, 1991, transmit a report to the Congress on the 
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