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tion, law, ratification, policy, or appropriation; 
but this shall not prevent officers or employees 
of the United States or of its departments or 
agencies from communicating to any such Mem-
ber or official, at his request, or to Congress or 
such official, through the proper official chan-
nels, requests for any legislation, law, ratifica-
tion, policy, or appropriations which they deem 
necessary for the efficient conduct of the public 
business, or from making any communication 
whose prohibition by this section might, in the 
opinion of the Attorney General, violate the 
Constitution or interfere with the conduct of 
foreign policy, counter-intelligence, intel-
ligence, or national security activities. Viola-
tions of this section shall constitute violations 
of section 1352(a) of title 31. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 792; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147; Pub. L. 107–273, div. A, title II, 
§ 205(b), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1778.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 201 (July 11, 1919, 

ch. 6, § 6, 41 Stat. 68). 

Reference to ‘‘department’’ and ‘‘agency’’ was added 

in three instances after the words ‘‘United States’’ to 

remove doubt as to the scope of the section. (See defini-

tions of ‘‘department’’ and ‘‘agency’’ in section 6 of this 

title.) 

Reference to the offense as a misdemeanor was omit-

ted as unnecessary in view of the definitive section 1 of 

this title. 

Words ‘‘on conviction thereof’’ were omitted as sur-

plusage since punishment can be imposed only after 

conviction. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–273 substituted ‘‘a jurisdiction, or an 

official of any government, to favor, adopt,’’ for ‘‘to 

favor’’, inserted ‘‘, law, ratification, policy,’’ after 

‘‘legislation’’ wherever appearing, struck out ‘‘by Con-

gress’’ before ‘‘, whether before or after’’, inserted 

‘‘, measure,’’ before ‘‘or resolution’’, substituted ‘‘any 

such Member or official, at his request,’’ for ‘‘Members 

of Congress on the request of any Member’’, inserted 

‘‘or such official’’ before ‘‘, through the proper’’, sub-

stituted ‘‘for any legislation’’ for ‘‘for legislation’’, sub-

stituted ‘‘, or from making any communication whose 

prohibition by this section might, in the opinion of the 

Attorney General, violate the Constitution or interfere 

with the conduct of foreign policy, counter-intel-

ligence, intelligence, or national security activities. 

Violations of this section shall constitute violations of 

section 1352(a) of title 31.’’ for period at end of first 

par., and struck out last par. which read as follows: 

‘‘Whoever, being an officer or employee of the United 

States or of any department or agency thereof, violates 

or attempts to violate this section, shall be fined under 

this title or imprisoned not more than one year, or 

both; and after notice and hearing by the superior offi-

cer vested with the power of removing him, shall be re-

moved from office or employment.’’ 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $500’’ in last par. 

[§ 1914. Repealed. Pub. L. 87–849, § 2, Oct. 23, 
1962, 76 Stat. 1126] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 793, related 

to salary of Government officials and employees pay-

able only by United States. Section was supplanted by 

section 209 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective 90 days after Oct. 23, 1962, see section 

4 of Pub. L. 87–849, set out as an Effective Date note 

under section 201 of this title. 

§ 1915. Compromise of customs liabilities 

Whoever, being an officer of the United States, 
without lawful authority compromises or abates 
or attempts to compromise or abate any claim 
of the United States arising under the customs 
laws for any fine, penalty or forfeiture, or in any 
manner relieves or attempts to relieve any per-
son, vessel, vehicle, merchandise or baggage 
therefrom, shall be fined under this title or im-
prisoned not more than two years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 793; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on section 1616 of title 19, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Cus-

toms Duties (June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 616, 46 

Stat. 757). 

Designation of the offense as a felony was omitted as 

unnecessary in view of definitive section 1 of this title. 

(See reviser’s note under section 550 of this title.) 

Words ‘‘and upon conviction thereof’’ were also omit-

ted as unnecessary, since punishment could not be im-

posed until after conviction. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’. 

§ 1916. Unauthorized employment and disposi-
tion of lapsed appropriations 

Whoever— 
(1) violates the provision of section 3103 of 

title 5 that an individual may be employed in 
the civil service in an Executive department 
at the seat of Government only for services ac-
tually rendered in connection with and for the 
purposes of the appropriation from which he is 
paid; or 

(2) violates the provision of section 5501 of 
title 5 that money accruing from lapsed sala-
ries or from unused appropriations for salaries 
shall be covered into the Treasury of the 
United States; 

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–554, § 3(d), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 
608; amended Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, § 601(a)(8), 
Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3498; Pub. L. 107–273, div. 
B, title III, § 3002(a)(3), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 
1805.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Derivation U.S. Code 
Revised Statutes and 

Statutes at Large 

.................. 5 U.S.C. 47 (less so 
much as relates to 
removal). 

Aug. 23, 1912, ch. 350, § 5 
(less so much as relates to 
removal), 37 Stat. 414. 

.................. 5 U.S.C. 50 (2d sen-
tence, less so 
much as relates to 
removal). 

The statement of the acts prohibited is supplied from 

section 4 of the Act of Aug. 5, 1882, ch. 389, 22 Stat. 255, 

as amended June 22, 1906, ch. 3514, §§ 6, 8, 34 Stat. 449, 

and Sept. 23, 1950, ch. 1010, § 7, 64 Stat. 986, which is 
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