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Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6.

Functions of all other officers of Department of the
Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of
such Department transferred, with certain exceptions,
to Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him
to authorize their performance or performance of any
of his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. July
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. Customs Service was under Department of the
Treasury.

Immigration and Naturalization Service of Depart-
ment of Labor (including Office of Commissioner of Im-
migration and Naturalization) and its functions were
transferred to Department of Justice, to be adminis-
tered under direction and supervision of Attorney Gen-
eral; and functions and powers of Secretary of Labor re-
lating to administration of the Service and its func-
tions or to administration of immigration and natu-
ralization laws were transferred to Attorney General,
by Reorg. Plan No. V of 1940, eff. June 15, 1940, 5 F.R.
2223, b4 Stat. 1238, set out in the Appendix to Title 5.

ABOLITION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION
SERVICE AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For abolition of Immigration and Naturalization
Service, transfer of functions, and treatment of related
references, see note set out under section 1551 of Title
8, Aliens and Nationality.

§69. Erection of protective gates and fences
across and around roads crossing borders

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to
expend, from the funds appropriated for the gen-
eral maintenance and operation of the Customs
Service, such amounts as may be necessary for
the erection of protective gates across inter-
national highways and roads crossing the Cana-
dian and Mexican borders and for the erection of
such fences in the immediate vicinity of such
highways and roads as may be necessary to pre-
vent unlawful entry or smuggling.

(June 26, 1930, ch. 617, §2, as added Oct. 10, 1940,
ch. 837, 54 Stat. 1092.)

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6.

Functions of all other officers of Department of the
Treasury and functions of all agencies and employees of
such Department transferred, with certain exceptions,
to Secretary of the Treasury, with power vested in him
to authorize their performance or performance of any
of his functions, by any of such officers, agencies, and
employees, by Reorg. Plan No. 26 of 1950, §§1, 2, eff. July
31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, set out in the Appen-
dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-
ees. Customs Service was under Department of the
Treasury.

Functions vested by law in Attorney General, Depart-
ment of Justice, or any other officer or any agency of

TITLE 19—CUSTOMS DUTIES

§8l1a

that Department, with respect to inspection at regular
inspection locations at ports of entry of persons, and
documents of persons, entering or leaving United
States, were to have been transferred to Secretary of
the Treasury by 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, §2, eff. July 1,
1973, 38 F.R. 15932, 87 Stat. 1091, set out in the Appendix
to Title 5. The transfer was negated by section 1(a)(1),
(b) of Pub. L. 93-253, Mar. 16, 1974, 88 Stat. 50, which re-
pealed section 2 of 1973 Reorg. Plan No. 2, eff. July 1,
19738.

§70. Obstruction of revenue officers by masters
of vessels

If the master of any vessel shall obstruct or
hinder, or shall intentionally cause any obstruc-
tion or hindrance to any officer in lawfully
going on board such vessel, for the purpose of
carrying into effect any of the revenue or navi-
gation laws of the United States, he shall for
every such offense be liable to a penalty of not
more than $2,000 nor less than $500.

(R.S. §3068; Aug. 5, 1935, ch. 438, title III, §307, 49
Stat. 528.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §3068 derived from act Mar. 2, 1799, ch. 22, §71, 1
Stat. 678.

AMENDMENTS

1935—Act Aug. 5, 1935, inserted reference to naviga-
tion laws, and increased penalty from $500 and $50 to
$2,000 and $500, respectively.
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§ 81a. Definitions

When used in this chapter—

(a) The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Commerce;

(b) The term ‘‘Board’” means the Board which
is established to carry out the provisions of this
chapter. The Board shall consist of the Sec-
retary of Commerce, who shall be chairman and
executive officer of the Board, and the Secretary
of the Treasury;

(c) The term ‘‘State’ includes any State, the
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico;

(d) The term ‘‘corporation’” means a public
corporation and a private corporation, as de-
fined in this chapter;
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