§ 1582

TITLE 19—CUSTOMS DUTIES

of demanding manifests, and examining and searching
vessels; and section 3069, relative to noting and sealing,
if necessary, packages found separate from the residue
of the cargo. All of these sections were repealed by act
Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 642, 42 Stat. 989.
AMENDMENTS
1954—Subsec. (d). Act Sept. 1, 1954, provided a penalty
against the owner, operator or person in charge, as well
as the master, of a vessel failing to come to a required
stop and struck out provisions relating to the duty of
the customs officers to pursue such vessels.
1935—Act Aug. 5, 1935, amended section generally
among which changes it subdivided the section into
subsecs. (a) to (h), inclusive.
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
Word ‘‘Treasury’’ was substituted for ‘‘Commerce’’ in
subsec. (b) upon authority of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946.
See note set out under section 1613 of this title.

§ 1582. Search of persons and baggage; regulations
The Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe
regulations for the search of persons and baggage and he is authorized to employ female inspectors for the examination and search of persons of their own sex; and all persons coming
into the United States from foreign countries
shall be liable to detention and search by authorized officers or agents of the Government
under such regulations.
(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 582, 46 Stat. 748.)
PRIOR PROVISIONS
Provisions similar to those in this section were contained in R.S. § 3064, which was superseded by act Sept.
21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 582, 42 Stat. 979, and was repealed by section 642 thereof. Section 582 of the 1922 act
was superseded by section 582 of act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed by section 651(a)(1) of
the 1930 act.

§ 1583. Examination of outbound mail
(a) Examination
(1) In general
For purposes of ensuring compliance with
the Customs laws of the United States and
other laws enforced by the Customs Service,
including the provisions of law described in
paragraph (2), a Customs officer may, subject
to the provisions of this section, stop and
search at the border, without a search warrant, mail of domestic origin transmitted for
export by the United States Postal Service
and foreign mail transiting the United States
that is being imported or exported by the
United States Postal Service.
(2) Provisions of law described
The provisions of law described in this paragraph are the following:
(A) Section 5316 of title 31 (relating to reports on exporting and importing monetary
instruments).
(B) Sections 1461, 1463, 1465, and 1466, and
chapter 110 of title 18 (relating to obscenity
and child pornography).
(C) Section 953 of title 21 (relating to exportation of controlled substances).
(D) The Export Administration Act of 1979
(50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.).1
1 See

References in Text note below.
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(E) Section 2778 of title 22.
(F) The International Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).
(b) Search of mail not sealed against inspection
and other mail
Mail not sealed against inspection under the
postal laws and regulations of the United States,
mail which bears a Customs declaration, and
mail with respect to which the sender or addressee has consented in writing to search, may
be searched by a Customs officer.
(c) Search of mail sealed against inspection
weighing in excess of 16 ounces
(1) In general
Mail weighing in excess of 16 ounces sealed
against inspection under the postal laws and
regulations of the United States may be
searched by a Customs officer, subject to paragraph (2), if there is reasonable cause to suspect that such mail contains one or more of
the following:
(A) Monetary instruments, as defined in
section 1956 of title 18.
(B) A weapon of mass destruction, as defined in section 2332a(b) 1 of title 18.
(C) A drug or other substance listed in
schedule I, II, III, or IV in section 812 of title
21.
(D) National defense and related information transmitted in violation of any of sections 793 through 798 of title 18.
(E) Merchandise mailed in violation of section 1715 or 1716 of title 18.
(F) Merchandise mailed in violation of any
provision of chapter 71 (relating to obscenity) or chapter 110 (relating to sexual exploitation and other abuse of children) of title
18.
(G) Merchandise mailed in violation of the
Export Administration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C.
App. 2401 et seq.).1
(H) Merchandise mailed in violation of section 2778 of title 22.
(I) Merchandise mailed in violation of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).
(J) Merchandise mailed in violation of the
Trading with the Enemy Act (50 U.S.C. App.
1 et seq.).1
(K) Merchandise subject to any other law
enforced by the Customs Service.
(2) Limitation
No person acting under the authority of
paragraph (1) shall read, or authorize any
other person to read, any correspondence contained in mail sealed against inspection unless
prior to so reading—
(A) a search warrant has been issued pursuant to rule 41 of the Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure; or
(B) the sender or addressee has given written authorization for such reading.
(d) Search of mail sealed against inspection
weighing 16 ounces or less
Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, subsection (a)(1) shall not apply to mail
weighing 16 ounces or less sealed against inspection under the postal laws and regulations of the
United States.

