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§ 170. American Television and Radio Archives 

(a) Establishment and maintenance in Library of 
Congress; purpose; determination of com-
position, cataloging, indexing and availabil-
ity by Librarian 

The Librarian of Congress (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Librarian’’) shall establish and 
maintain in the Library of Congress a library to 
be known as the American Television and Radio 
Archives (hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Ar-
chives’’). The purpose of the Archives shall be to 
preserve a permanent record of the television 
and radio programs which are the heritage of 
the people of the United States and to provide 
access to such programs to historians and schol-
ars without encouraging or causing copyright 
infringement. 

(1) The Librarian, after consultation with in-
terested organizations and individuals, shall 
determine and place in the Archives such cop-
ies and phonorecords of television and radio 
programs transmitted to the public in the 
United States and in other countries which are 
of present or potential public or cultural in-
terest, historical significance, cognitive value, 
or otherwise worthy of preservation, including 
copies and phonorecords of published and un-
published transmission programs— 

(A) acquired in accordance with sections 
407 and 408 of title 17; and 

(B) transferred from the existing collec-
tions of the Library of Congress; and 

(C) given to or exchanged with the Ar-
chives by other libraries, archives, organiza-
tions, and individuals; and 

(D) purchased from the owner thereof. 

(2) The Librarian shall maintain and publish 
appropriate catalogs and indexes of the collec-
tions of the Archives, and shall make such col-
lections available for study and research under 
the conditions prescribed under this section. 

(b) Reproduction, compilation, and distribution 
for research of regularly scheduled news-
casts or on-the-spot coverage of news events 
by Librarian; promulgation of regulations 

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 106 
of title 17, the Librarian is authorized with re-
spect to a transmission program which consists 
of a regularly scheduled newscast or on-the-spot 
coverage of news events and, under standards 
and conditions that the Librarian shall pre-
scribe by regulation— 

(1) to reproduce a fixation of such a pro-
gram, in the same or another tangible form, 
for the purposes of preservation or security or 
for distribution under the conditions of clause 
(3) of this subsection; and 

(2) to compile, without abridgment or any 
other editing, portions of such fixations ac-
cording to subject matter, and to reproduce 
such compilations for the purpose of clause (1) 
of this subsection; and 

(3) to distribute a reproduction made under 
clause (1) or (2) of this subsection— 

(A) by loan to a person engaged in re-
search; and 

(B) for deposit in a library or archives 
which meets the requirements of section 
108(a) of title 17, 

in either case for use only in research and not 
for further reproduction or performance. 

(c) Liability for copyright infringement by Li-
brarian or any employee of Librarian 

The Librarian or any employee of the Library 
who is acting under the authority of this section 
shall not be liable in any action for copyright 
infringement committed by any other person 
unless the Librarian or such employee know-
ingly participated in the act of infringement 
committed by such person. Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to excuse or limit liabil-
ity under title 17 for any act not authorized by 
that title or this section, or for any act per-
formed by a person not authorized to act under 
that title or this section. 

(d) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘American 
Television and Radio Archives Act’’. 

(Pub. L. 94–553, title I, § 113, Oct. 19, 1976, 90 Stat. 
2601.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Jan. 1, 1978, see section 102 of Pub. 

L. 94–553, set out as a note preceding section 101 of Title 

17, Copyrights. 

§ 171. Congressional declaration of findings and 
purpose as to Center for the Book 

The Congress hereby finds and declares— 
(1) that the Congress of the United States on 

April 24, 1800, established for itself a library of 
the Congress; 

(2) that in 1815, the Congress purchased the 
personal library of the third President of the 
United States which contained materials on 
every science known to man and described 
such a collection as a ‘‘substratum of a great 
national library’’; 

(3) that the Congress of the United States in 
recognition of the importance of printing and 
its impact on America purchased the Guten-
berg Bible in 1930 for the Nation for placement 
in the Library of Congress; 

(4) that the Congress of the United States 
has through statute and appropriations made 
this library accessible to any member of the 
public; 

(5) that this collection of books and other li-
brary materials has now become one of the 
greatest libraries in civilization; 

(6) that the book and the printed word have 
had the most profound influence on American 
civilization and learning and have been the 
very foundation on which our democratic prin-
ciples have survived through our two hundred- 
year history; 

(7) that in the year 1977, the Congress of the 
United States assembled hereby declares its 
reaffirmation of the importance of the printed 
word and the book and recognizes the impor-
tance of a Center for the Book to the con-
tinued study and development of written 
record as central to our understanding of our-
selves and our world. 

It is therefore the purpose of sections 171 to 175 
of this title to establish a Center for the Book in 
the Library of Congress to provide a program for 
the investigation of the transmission of human 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-16T08:42:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




