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moving image heritage of the United States,
including film, videotape, television, and born
digital moving image formats, by supporting
the work of the National Audio-Visual Con-
servation Center of the Library of Congress,
and other appropriate nonprofit archival and
preservation organizations.

(Pub. L. 104-285, title I, §103, Oct. 11, 1996, 110
Stat. 3377; Pub. L. 109-9, title III, §302(a), Apr. 27,
2005, 119 Stat. 224; Pub. L. 110-336, §3(a)(2), Oct.
2, 2008, 122 Stat. 3727.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Film Preservation Act of 1992, referred
to in subsecs. (a)(1)(A) and (c), is title II of Pub. L.
102-307, June 26, 1992, 106 Stat. 267, which was classified
principally to sections 179 to 179k of this title and was
repealed by Pub. L. 104-285, title I, §114, Oct. 11, 1996,
110 Stat. 3382.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110-336 inserted at end ‘‘The
Librarian may authorize the use of the seal by the Li-
brary or by others for other limited purposes in order
to promote in the National Film Registry when exhib-
iting, showing, or otherwise disseminating films in the
Registry.”

2005—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109-9, §302(a)(1), substituted
“film or other approved copies’ for ‘‘film copies’ and
‘“‘copyrighted, mass distributed, broadcast, or pub-
lished” for ‘‘copyrighted’ and substituted ‘‘film or
other approved copy’ for ‘“film copy’ wherever appear-
ing.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 109-9, §302(a)(2), added subsec. (c).

§179n. National Film Preservation Board

(a) Number and appointment
(1) Members

The Librarian shall establish in the Library
of Congress a National Film Preservation
Board to be comprised of 22 members, who
shall be selected by the Librarian in accord-
ance with this section. Subject to subpara-
graphs (C) and (N), the Librarian shall request
each organization listed in subparagraphs (A)
through (Q) to submit a list of three can-
didates qualified to serve as a member of the
Board. Except for the members-at-large ap-
pointed under subparagraph? (2), the Librarian
shall appoint one member from each such list
submitted by such organizations, and shall
designate from that list an alternate who may
attend at Board expense those meetings to
which the individual appointed to the Board
cannot attend. The organizations are the fol-
lowing:

(A) The Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences.

(B) The Directors Guild of America.

(C) The Writers Guild of America. The
Writers Guild of America East and the Writ-
ers Guild of America West shall each nomi-
nate three candidates, and a representative
from one organization shall be selected as
the member and a representative from the
other organization as the alternate.

(D) The National Society of Film Critics.

(BE) The Society for Cinema and Media
Studies.

(F) The American Film Institute.

180 in original. Probably should be ‘“‘paragraph’.

TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS

§179n

(G) The Department of Film, Television,
and Digital Media of the School of Theater,
Film and Television at the University of
California, Lios Angeles.

(H) The Department of Cinema Studies of
the Tisch School of the Arts at New York

University.

(I) The University Film and Video Associa-
tion.

(J) The Motion Picture Association of
America.

(K) The Alliance of Motion Picture and
Television Producers.

(L) Screen Actors Guild.

(M) The National Association of Theater
Owners.

(N) The American Society of Cinematog-
raphers and the International Photographers
Guild, which shall jointly submit one list of
three candidates from which a member and
alternate will be selected.

(O) The United States Members of the
International Federation of Film Archives.

(P) The Association of Moving Image Ar-
chivists.

(Q) The Society of Composers and Lyri-
cists.

(2) Members-at-large

In addition to the members appointed under
paragraph (1), the Librarian shall appoint up
to 5 members-at-large. The Librarian shall
also select an alternate for each member?2 at-
large, who may attend at Board expense those
meetings which the member? at-large cannot
attend.

(b) Chair

The Librarian shall appoint one member of the
Board to serve as Chair.
(c) Term of office

(1) Terms

The term of each member of the Board shall
be 4 years, except that there shall be no limit
to the number of terms that any individual
member may serve.

(2) Removal of member or organization

The Librarian shall have the authority to re-
move any member of the Board, or the organi-
zation listed in subsection (a) such member
represents, if the member, or organization,
over any consecutive 2-year period, fails to at-
tend at least one regularly scheduled Board
meeting.

(3) Vacancies

A vacancy in the Board shall be filled in the
manner in which the original appointment was
made under subsection (a), except that the Li-
brarian may fill the vacancy from a list of
candidates previously submitted by the orga-
nization or organizations involved. Any mem-
ber appointed to fill a vacancy before the expi-
ration of the term for which his or her prede-
cessor was appointed shall be appointed for
the remainder of such term.

(d) Quorum

12 members of the Board shall constitute a
quorum but a lesser number may hold hearings.
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(e) Reimbursement of expenses

Members of the Board shall serve without pay,
but may receive travel expenses, including per
diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with
sections 5702 and 5703 of title 5.

(f) Meetings

The Board shall meet at least once each fiscal
year. Meetings shall be at the call of the Librar-
ian.

(g) Conflict of interest

The Librarian shall establish rules and proce-
dures to address any potential conflict of inter-
est between a member of the Board and respon-
sibilities of the Board.

(Pub. L. 104-285, title I, §104, Oct. 11, 1996, 110
Stat. 3378; Pub. L. 109-9, title III, §302(b), Apr. 27,
2005, 119 Stat. 225; Pub. L. 110-336, §3(a)(3), Oct.
2, 2008, 122 Stat. 3727.)

AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (a)(1)(E). Pub. L. 110-336, §3(a)(3)(A),
substituted ‘“‘Cinema and Media’’ for ‘‘Cinema’’.

Subsec. (a)(1)(G). Pub. L. 110-336, §3(a)(3)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘Department of Film, Television, and Digital
Media” for ‘“‘Department of Film and Television’.

Subsec. (a)(1)(H). Pub. L. 110-336, §3(a)(3)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘Cinema Studies” for “‘Film and Television’.

Subsec. (a)(1)(L). Pub. L. 110-336, §3(a)(3)(D), amended
subpar. (L) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (L)
read as follows: ““The Screen Actors Guild of America.”

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109-9, §302(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘22"’ for ‘20"’ in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 109-9, §302(b)(2), substituted
¢“5” for ‘“‘three”.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109-9, §302(b)(3), substituted 12
for ““11”.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109-9, §302(b)(4), added subsec. (e)
and struck out heading and text of former subsec. (e).
Text read as follows: ‘“‘Members of the Board shall serve
without pay, but may be reimbursed for the actual and
necessary traveling and subsistence expenses incurred
by them in the performance of the duties of the Board.”

§1790. Responsibilities and powers of Board
(a) In general

The Board shall review nominations of films
submitted to it for inclusion in the National
Film Registry and consult with the Librarian,
as provided in section 179m of this title, with re-
spect to the inclusion of such films in the Reg-
istry and the preservation of these and other
films that are culturally, historically, or aes-
thetically significant.

(b) Nomination of films

The Board shall consider, for inclusion in the
National Film Registry, nominations submitted
by the general public as well as representatives
of the film industry, such as the guilds and soci-
eties representing actors, directors, screen-
writers, cinematographers, and other creative
artists, producers, and film critics, archives and
other film preservation organizations, and rep-
resentatives of academic institutions with film
study programs. The Board shall nominate not
more than 25 films each year for inclusion in the
Registry.

(c) Powers
(1) In general

The Board may, for the purpose of carrying
out its duties, hold such hearings, sit and act
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at such times and places, take such testimony,
and receive such evidence, as the Librarian
and the Board consider appropriate.

(2) Service on Foundation

Two sitting members of the Board shall be
appointed by the Librarian, and shall serve, as
Board members of the National Film Preserva-
tion Foundation, in accordance with section
151703 of title 36.

(Pub. L. 104-285, title I, §105, Oct. 11, 1996, 110
Stat. 3380.)

CODIFICATION

“Section 151703 of title 36’ substituted in subsec.
(c)(2) for ‘“‘section 203’’, meaning section 203 of the Na-
tional Film Preservation Act of 1996, on authority of
Pub. L. 105-225, §5(b), Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1499, the
first section of which enacted Title 36, Patriotic and
National Observances, Ceremonies, and Organizations.

§179p. National Film Registry Collection of Li-
brary of Congress

(a) Acquisition of archival quality copies

The Librarian shall endeavor to obtain, by gift
from the owner, an archival quality copy of the
Registry version of each film included in the Na-
tional Film Registry. Whenever possible, the Li-
brarian shall endeavor to obtain the best surviv-
ing materials, including preprint materials.
Copyright owners and others possessing copies
of such materials are strongly encouraged, to
further the preservation purposes of this Act, to
provide preprint and other archival elements to
the Library of Congress.

(b) Additional materials

The Librarian shall endeavor to obtain, for
educational and research purposes, additional
materials related to each film included in the
National Film Registry, such as background ma-
terials, production reports, shooting scripts (in-
cluding continuity scripts) and other similar
materials.

(c) Property of United States

All copies of films on the National Film Reg-
istry that are received as gifts or bequests by
the Librarian and other materials received by
the Librarian under subsection (b), shall become
the property of the United States Government,
subject to the provisions of title 17.

(d) National Film Registry Collection

All copies of films on the National Film Reg-
istry that are received by the Librarian under
subsection (a) of this section, and other mate-
rials received by the Librarian under subsection
(b), shall be maintained in the Library of Con-
gress and be known as the ‘‘National Film Reg-
istry Collection of the Library of Congress’’. The
Librarian shall, by regulation, and in accord-
ance with title 17, provide for reasonable access
to the films and other materials in such collec-
tion for scholarly and research purposes.

(e) National Audio-Visual Conservation Center

The Librarian shall utilize the National
Audio-Visual Conservation Center of the Li-
brary of Congress at Culpeper, Virginia, to en-
sure that preserved films included in the Na-
tional Film Registry are stored in a proper man-
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