§1033a

L. 114-95, set out as a note under section 6301 of this
title.

§1033a. Augustus F. Hawkins centers of excel-
lence

(a) Program authorized

From the amounts appropriated to carry out
this part, the Secretary is authorized to award
competitive grants to eligible institutions to es-
tablish centers of excellence.

(b) Use of funds

Grants provided by the Secretary under this
subpart shall be used to ensure that current and
future teachers meet the applicable State cer-
tification and licensure requirements, including
any requirements for certification obtained
through alternative routes to certification, or,
with regard to special education teachers, the
qualifications described in section 1412(a)(14)(C)
of this title, by carrying out one or more of the
following activities:

(1) Implementing reforms within teacher
preparation programs to ensure that such pro-
grams are preparing teachers who meet the
applicable State certification and licensure re-
quirements, including any requirements for
certification obtained through alternative
routes to certification, or, with regard to spe-
cial education teachers, the qualifications de-
scribed in section 1412(a)(14)(C) of this title,
are able to understand scientifically valid re-
search, and are able to use advanced tech-
nology effectively in the classroom, including
use of instructional techniques to improve
student academic achievement, by—

(A) retraining or recruiting faculty; and
(B) designing (or redesigning) teacher
preparation programs that—

(i) prepare teachers to serve in low-per-
forming schools and close student achieve-
ment gaps, and that are based on rigorous
academic content, scientifically valid re-
search (including scientifically based read-
ing research and mathematics research, as
it becomes available), and challenging
State academic content standards and stu-
dent academic achievement standards; and

(ii) promote strong teaching skills.

(2) Providing sustained and high-quality pre-
service clinical experience, including the men-
toring of prospective teachers by exemplary
teachers, substantially increasing interaction
between faculty at institutions of higher edu-
cation and new and experienced teachers, prin-
cipals, and other administrators at elemen-
tary schools or secondary schools, and provid-
ing support, including preparation time, for
such interaction.

(3) Developing and implementing initiatives
to promote retention of teachers who meet the
applicable State certification and licensure re-
quirements, including any requirements for
certification obtained through alternative
routes to certification, or, with regard to spe-
cial education teachers, the qualifications de-
scribed in section 1412(a)(14)(C) of this title,
and highly qualified principals, including mi-
nority teachers and principals, including pro-
grams that provide—
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(A) teacher or principal mentoring from
exemplary teachers or principals, respec-
tively; or

(B) induction and support for teachers and
principals during their first three years of
employment as teachers or principals, re-
spectively.

(4) Awarding scholarships based on financial
need to help students pay the costs of tuition,
room, board, and other expenses of completing
a teacher preparation program, not to exceed
the cost of attendance.

(5) Disseminating information on effective
practices for teacher preparation and success-
ful teacher certification and licensure assess-
ment preparation strategies.

(6) Activities authorized under section 1022a
of this title.

(c) Application

Any eligible institution desiring a grant under
this subpart shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such a time, in such a manner, and
accompanied by such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(d) Minimum grant amount

The minimum amount of each grant under
this subpart shall be $500,000.

(e) Limitation on administrative expenses

An eligible institution that receives a grant
under this subpart may use not more than two
percent of the funds provided to administer the
grant.

(f) Regulations

The Secretary shall prescribe such regulations
as may be necessary to carry out this subpart.

(Pub. L. 89-329, title II, §242, as added Pub. L.
110-315, title II, §201(3), Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat.
3158; amended Pub. L. 114-95, title IX, §9214(c)(8),
Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2163.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 242 of Pub. L. 89-329 was classified to
section 1047a of this title, prior to the general amend-
ment of former part D of this subchapter by Pub. L.
99-498.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114-95, §9214(c)(8)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘meet the applicable State certification and
licensure requirements, including any requirements for
certification obtained through alternative routes to
certification, or, with regard to special education
teachers, the qualifications described in section
1412(a)(14)(C) of this title,” for ‘‘are highly qualified” in
introductory provisions.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 114-95, §9214(c)(8)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘meet the applicable State certification and
licensure requirements, including any requirements for
certification obtained through alternative routes to
certification, or, with regard to special education
teachers, the qualifications described in section
1412(a)(14)(C) of this title,” for ‘‘are highly qualified,”
in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 114-95, §9214(c)(8)(C), sub-
stituted ‘‘teachers who meet the applicable State cer-
tification and licensure requirements, including any re-
quirements for certification obtained through alter-
native routes to certification, or, with regard to special
education teachers, the qualifications described in sec-
tion 1412(a)(14)(C) of this title, and highly qualified
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principals” for ‘‘highly qualified teachers and prin-
cipals” in introductory provisions.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-95 effective Dec. 10, 2015,
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub.
L. 114-95, set out as a note under section 6301 of this
title.

SUBPART 3—PREPARING GENERAL EDUCATION
TEACHERS TO MORE EFFECTIVELY EDUCATE STU-
DENTS WITH DISABILITIES

§1034. Teach to reach grants

(a) Authorization of program
(1) In general

The Secretary is authorized to award grants,
on a competitive basis, to eligible partnerships
to improve the preparation of general edu-
cation teacher candidates to ensure that such
teacher candidates possess the knowledge and
skills necessary to effectively instruct stu-
dents with disabilities in general education
classrooms.

(2) Duration of grants

A grant under this section shall be awarded
for a period of not more than five years.

(3) Non-Federal share

An eligible partnership that receives a grant
under this section shall provide not less than
25 percent of the cost of the activities carried
out with such grant from non-Federal sources,
which may be provided in cash or in kind.

(b) Definition of eligible partnership

In this section, the term ‘‘eligible partner-
ship”” means a partnership that—
(1) shall include—
(A) one or more departments or programs
at an institution of higher education—

(i) that prepare elementary or secondary
general education teachers;

(ii) that have a program of study that
leads to an undergraduate degree, a mas-
ter’s degree, or completion of a postbacca-
laureate program required for teacher cer-
tification; and

(iii) the graduates of which meet the ap-
plicable State certification and licensure
requirements, including any requirements
for certification obtained through alter-
native routes to certification, or, with re-
gard to special education teachers, the
qualifications described in section
1412(a)(14)(C) of this title;

(B) a department or program of special
education at an institution of higher edu-
cation;

(C) a department or program at an institu-
tion of higher education that provides de-
grees in core academic subjects; and

(D) a high-need local educational agency;
and

(2) may include a department or program of
mathematics, earth or physical science, for-
eign language, or another department at the
institution that has a role in preparing teach-
ers.
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(e) Activities

An eligible partnership that receives a grant
under this section—
(1) shall use the grant funds to—

(A) develop or strengthen an undergradu-
ate, postbaccalaureate, or master’s teacher
preparation program by integrating special
education strategies into the general edu-
cation curriculum and academic content;

(B) provide teacher candidates participat-
ing in the program under subparagraph (A)
with skills related to—

(i) response to intervention, positive be-
havioral interventions and supports, dif-
ferentiated instruction, and data driven
instruction;

(ii) universal design for learning;

(iii) determining and utilizing accom-
modations for instruction and assess-
ments;

(iv) collaborating with special educators,
related services providers, and parents, in-
cluding participation in individualized
education program development and im-
plementation; and

(v) appropriately utilizing technology
and assistive technology for students with
disabilities; and

(C) provide extensive clinical experience
for participants described in subparagraph
(B) with mentoring and induction support
throughout the program that continues dur-
ing the first two years of full-time teaching;
and

(2) may use grant funds to develop and ad-
minister alternate assessments of students
with disabilities.

(d) Application

An eligible partnership seeking a grant under
this section shall submit an application to the
Secretary at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Secretary
may require. Such application shall include—

(1) a self-assessment by the eligible partner-
ship of the existing teacher preparation pro-
gram at the institution of higher education
and needs related to preparing general edu-
cation teacher candidates to instruct students
with disabilities; and

(2) an assessment of the existing personnel
needs for general education teachers who in-
struct students with disabilities, performed by
the local educational agency in which most
graduates of the teacher preparation program
are likely to teach after completion of the pro-
gram under subsection (c)(1).

(e) Peer review

The Secretary shall convene a peer review
committee to review applications for grants
under this section and to make recommenda-
tions to the Secretary regarding the selection of
grantees. Members of the peer review committee
shall be recognized experts in the fields of spe-
cial education, teacher preparation, and general
education and shall not be in a position to bene-
fit financially from any grants awarded under
this section.
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