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(b) Authorization of program 

From amounts appropriated to carry out this 
section, the Secretary shall award grants, on a 
competitive basis, to institutions of higher edu-
cation, as defined in section 1001(a) of this title, 
to create workforce bridge programs between de-
velopmental courses and for-credit courses in 
occupational certificate programs that are ar-
ticulated to degree programs. Such workforce 
bridge programs shall focus on— 

(1) improving developmental education, in-
cluding English language instruction, by cus-
tomizing developmental education to student 
career goals; and 

(2) helping students move rapidly from de-
velopmental coursework into for-credit occu-
pational courses and through program comple-
tion. 

(c) Application 

An institution of higher education desiring a 
grant under this section shall submit an applica-
tion to the Secretary at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may reasonably require. 

(d) Priorities 

The Secretary shall give priority to applica-
tions that— 

(1) are from institutions of higher education 
in which not less than 50 percent of the insti-
tution’s entering first-year students who are 
subject to mandatory assessment are assessed 
as needing developmental courses to bring 
reading, writing, or mathematics skills up to 
college level; and 

(2) propose to replicate practices that have 
proven effective with adults, or propose to col-
laborate with adult education providers. 

(e) Required activity 

An institution of higher education that re-
ceives a grant under this section shall use the 
grant funds to create workforce bridge programs 
to customize developmental education curric-
ula, including English language instruction, to 
reflect the content of for-credit occupational 
certificate or degree programs, or clusters of 
such programs, in which developmental edu-
cation students are enrolled or plan to enroll. 
Such workforce bridge programs shall integrate 
the curricula and the instruction of the develop-
mental and college-level coursework. 

(f) Permissible activities 

An institution of higher education that re-
ceives a grant under this section may use the 
grant funds to carry out one or more of the fol-
lowing activities: 

(1) Designing and implementing innovative 
ways to improve retention in and completion 
of developmental education courses, including 
enrolling students in cohorts, accelerating 
course content, dually enrolling students in 
developmental and college-level courses, tu-
toring, providing counseling and other sup-
portive services, and giving small, material in-
centives for attendance and performance. 

(2) In consultation with faculty in the appro-
priate departments, reconfiguring courses of-
fered on-site during standard academic terms 
for modular, compressed, or other alternative 

schedules, or for distance-learning formats, to 
meet the needs of working adults. 

(3) Developing counseling strategies that ad-
dress the needs of students in remedial edu-
cation courses, and including counseling stu-
dents on career options and the range of pro-
grams available, such as certificate programs 
that are articulated to degree programs and 
programs designed to facilitate transfer to 
four-year institutions of higher education. 

(4) Improving the quality of teaching in re-
medial courses through professional develop-
ment, reclassification of such teaching posi-
tions, or other means the institution of higher 
education determines appropriate. 

(5) Any other activities the institution of 
higher education and the Secretary determine 
will promote retention of, and completion by, 
students attending institutions of higher edu-
cation. 

(g) Grant period 

Grants made under this section shall be for a 
period of not less than three years and not more 
than five years. 

(h) Technical assistance 

The Secretary shall provide technical assist-
ance to recipients of, and applicants for, grants 
under this section. 

(i) Report and summary 

Each institution of higher education that re-
ceives a grant under this section shall report to 
the Secretary on the effectiveness of the pro-
gram in enabling students to move rapidly from 
developmental coursework into for-credit occu-
pational courses and through program comple-
tion. The Secretary shall summarize the re-
ports, identify best practices, and disseminate 
the information from such summary and identi-
fication to the public. 

(j) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2009 and each of the five 
succeeding fiscal years. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VIII, § 851, as added Pub. L. 
110–315, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3421; amended Pub. L. 111–39, title VIII, § 801(13), 
July 1, 2009, 123 Stat. 1956.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 111–39 inserted ‘‘to be appro-
priated’’ after ‘‘authorized’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–39 effective as if enacted 
on the date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–315 (Aug. 14, 
2008), see section 3 of Pub. L. 111–39, set out as a note 
under section 1001 of this title. 

PART Q—RURAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS FOR 
RURAL-SERVING COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

§ 1161q. Grants to rural-serving institutions of 
higher education 

(a) Purposes 

The purposes of this section are— 
(1) to increase enrollment and graduation 

rates of secondary school graduates and non-
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traditional students from rural areas at two- 
year and four-year institutions of higher edu-
cation, and their articulation from two-year 
degree programs into four-year degree pro-
grams; and 

(2) to promote economic growth and develop-
ment in rural America through partnership 
grants to consortia of rural-serving institu-
tions of higher education, local educational 
agencies, and regional employers. 

(b) Definitions 

For the purposes of this section: 

(1) Rural-serving institution of higher edu-
cation 

The term ‘‘rural-serving institution of high-
er education’’ means an institution of higher 
education that primarily serves rural areas. 

(2) Rural area 

The term ‘‘rural area’’ means an area that is 
defined, identified, or otherwise recognized as 
rural by a governmental agency of the State 
in which the area is located. 

(3) Nontraditional student 

The term ‘‘nontraditional student’’ means 
an individual who— 

(A) delays enrollment in an institution of 
higher education by three or more years 
after secondary school graduation; 

(B) attends an institution of higher edu-
cation part-time; or 

(C) attends an institution of higher edu-
cation and— 

(i) works full-time; 
(ii) is an independent student, as defined 

in section 1087vv of this title; 
(iii) has one or more dependents other 

than a spouse; 
(iv) is a single parent; or 
(v) does not have a secondary school di-

ploma or the recognized equivalent of such 
a diploma. 

(4) Regional employer 

The term ‘‘regional employer’’ means an em-
ployer within a rural area. 

(c) Partnership 

(1) Required partners 

A rural-serving institution of higher edu-
cation, or a consortium of rural-serving insti-
tutions of higher education, that receives a 
grant under this section shall carry out the 
activities of the grant in partnership with— 

(A) one or more local educational agencies 
serving a rural area; and 

(B) one or more regional employers or 
local boards (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 3102 of title 29) serving a rural area. 

(2) Optional partners 

A rural-serving institution of higher edu-
cation, or a consortium of rural-serving insti-
tutions of higher education, that receives a 
grant under this section, may carry out the 
activities of the grant in partnership with— 

(A) an educational service agency (as de-
fined in section 7801 of this title); or 

(B) a nonprofit organization with dem-
onstrated expertise in rural education at the 
secondary and postsecondary levels. 

(d) Grants authorized 

(1) In general 

From amounts made available under sub-
section (g), the Secretary is authorized to 
award grants, on a competitive basis, to eligi-
ble rural-serving institutions of higher edu-
cation or a consortium of such institutions, to 
carry out the activities described in sub-
section (f). 

(2) Duration 

A grant awarded under this section shall be 
awarded for a period not to exceed three years. 

(3) Maximum and minimum grants 

No grant awarded under this section shall be 
less than $200,000. 

(4) Special considerations 

In awarding grants under this section, the 
Secretary shall give special consideration to 
applications that demonstrate the most poten-
tial and propose the most promising and inno-
vative approaches for— 

(A) increasing the percentage of graduates 
of rural secondary schools attending rural- 
serving institutions of higher education; 

(B) meeting the employment needs of re-
gional employers with graduates of rural- 
serving institutions of higher education; and 

(C) improving the health of the regional 
economy of a rural area through a partner-
ship of local educational agencies serving 
the rural area, rural-serving institutions of 
higher education, and regional employers. 

(5) Limitation 

A rural-serving institution of higher edu-
cation shall not receive more than one grant 
under this section. 

(e) Applications 

Each rural-serving institution of higher edu-
cation desiring a grant under this section shall 
submit to the Secretary an application at such 
time, in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire. 

(f) Required use of funds 

A rural-serving institution of higher education 
that receives a grant under this section shall use 
grant funds for at least three of the following 
four purposes: 

(1) To improve postsecondary enrollment 
rates for rural secondary school students at 
rural-serving institutions of higher education, 
which may include— 

(A) programs to provide students and fami-
lies with counseling related to applying for 
postsecondary education, and Federal and 
State financial assistance for postsecondary 
education; 

(B) programs that provide students and 
families of rural high schools access and ex-
posure to campuses, classes, programs, and 
internships of rural-serving institutions of 
higher education, including covering the 
cost of transportation to and from such in-
stitutions; and 

(C) other initiatives that assist students 
and families in applying for and developing 
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interest in attending rural-serving institu-
tions of higher education. 

(2) To increase enrollment rates of nontradi-
tional students in degree programs at rural- 
serving institutions of higher education, 
which may include— 

(A) programs to provide nontraditional 
students with counseling related to applying 
for postsecondary education, and Federal 
and State financial assistance for post-
secondary education; 

(B) community outreach initiatives to en-
courage nontraditional students to enroll in 
a rural-serving institution of higher edu-
cation; and 

(C) programs to improve the enrollment of 
nontraditional students in two-year degree 
programs and the transition of nontradi-
tional students articulating from two-year 
degree programs to four-year degree pro-
grams. 

(3) To create or strengthen academic pro-
grams at rural-serving institutions of higher 
education to prepare graduates to enter into 
high-need occupations in the regional and 
local economies. 

(4) To provide additional career training to 
students of rural-serving institutions of higher 
education in fields relevant to the regional 
economy. 

(g) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as many be 
necessary for fiscal year 2009 and each of the five 
succeeding fiscal years. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VIII, § 861, as added Pub. L. 
110–315, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3423; amended Pub. L. 113–128, title V, § 512(n)(6), 
July 22, 2014, 128 Stat. 1711; Pub. L. 114–95, title 
IX, § 9215(oo)(12), Dec. 10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2180.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 114–95 made technical 
amendment to reference in original act which appears 
in text as reference to section 7801 of this title. 

2014—Subsec. (c)(1)(B). Pub. L. 113–128 substituted 
‘‘local boards (as such term is defined in section 3102 of 
title 29)’’ for ‘‘local boards (as such term is defined in 
section 2801 of title 29)’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–95 effective Dec. 10, 2015, 
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 
L. 114–95, set out as a note under section 6301 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–128 effective on the first 
day of the first full program year after July 22, 2014 
(July 1, 2015), see section 506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 3101 of Title 29, 
Labor. 

PART R—CAMPUS-BASED DIGITAL THEFT 
PREVENTION 

§ 1161r. Campus-based digital theft prevention 

(a) Program authority 

From the amounts appropriated under sub-
section (d), the Secretary may make grants to 

institutions of higher education, or consortia of 
such institutions, and enter into contracts with 
such institutions, consortia, and other organiza-
tions, to develop, implement, operate, improve, 
and disseminate programs of prevention, edu-
cation, and cost-effective technological solu-
tions, to reduce and eliminate the illegal down-
loading and distribution of intellectual prop-
erty. Such grants or contracts may also be used 
for the support of higher education centers that 
will provide training, technical assistance, eval-
uation, dissemination, and associated services 
and assistance to the higher education commu-
nity as determined by the Secretary and institu-
tions of higher education. 

(b) Awards 

Grants and contracts shall be awarded under 
this section on a competitive basis. 

(c) Applications 

An institution of higher education or a consor-
tium of such institutions that desires to receive 
a grant or contract under this section shall sub-
mit an application to the Secretary at such 
time, in such manner, and containing or accom-
panied by such information as the Secretary 
may reasonably require by regulation. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2009 and each of the five 
succeeding fiscal years. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VIII, § 871, as added Pub. L. 
110–315, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3425.) 

PART S—TRAINING FOR REALTIME WRITERS 

§ 1161s. Program to promote training and job 
placement of realtime writers 

(a) Authorization of grant program 

(1) In general 

From the amounts appropriated to carry out 
this section, the Secretary shall award grants, 
on a competitive basis, to eligible entities 
under paragraph (2) to promote training and 
placement of individuals, including individ-
uals who have completed a court reporting 
training program, as realtime writers in order 
to meet the requirements for closed caption-
ing of video programming set forth in section 
613 of title 47 and the rules prescribed there-
under. 

(2) Eligible entities 

For purposes of this section, an eligible en-
tity is a court reporting program that— 

(A) has a curriculum capable of training 
realtime writers qualified to provide cap-
tioning services; 

(B) is accredited by an accrediting agency 
or association recognized by the Secretary; 
and 

(C) is participating in student aid pro-
grams under subchapter IV of this chapter 
and part C of subchapter I of chapter 34 of 
title 42. 

(3) Priority in grants 

In determining whether to make grants 
under this section, the Secretary shall give a 
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