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gang or maintain or increase the person’s 
position in the gang. 

(4) Priority individual 

The term ‘‘priority individual’’ means an in-
dividual who— 

(A) is an eligible individual; 
(B) has been convicted of a gang-related of-

fense; and 
(C) has served or is serving a period of de-

tention in a juvenile detention center or se-
cure juvenile justice residential facility for 
such offense. 

(5) Guidance counselor 

The term ‘‘guidance counselor’’ means an in-
dividual who works with at-risk youth on a 
one-on-one basis, to establish a supportive re-
lationship with such at-risk youth and to pro-
vide such at-risk youth with academic assist-
ance and exposure to new experiences that en-
hance their ability to become responsible citi-
zens. 

(g) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2009 and each of the five 
succeeding fiscal years. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VIII, § 892, as added Pub. L. 
110–315, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3436.) 

PART X—SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM 

§ 1161x. School of veterinary medicine competi-
tive grant program 

(a) In general 

From the amounts appropriated under sub-
section (g), the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall award competitive grants to eligi-
ble entities for the purpose of improving public 
health preparedness through increasing the 
number of veterinarians in the workforce. 

(b) Eligible entities 

To be eligible to receive a grant under sub-
section (a), an entity shall— 

(1) be— 
(A) a public or other nonprofit school of 

veterinary medicine that is accredited by a 
nationally recognized accrediting agency or 
association recognized by the Secretary of 
Education pursuant to part G of subchapter 
IV; 

(B) a public or nonprofit, department of 
comparative medicine, department of veteri-
nary science, school of public health, or 
school of medicine that is accredited by a 
nationally recognized accrediting agency or 
association recognized by the Secretary of 
Education pursuant to part G of subchapter 
IV and that offers graduate training for vet-
erinarians in a public health practice area as 
determined by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services; or 

(C) a public or nonprofit entity that— 
(i) conducts recognized residency train-

ing programs for veterinarians that are ap-
proved by a veterinary specialty organiza-

tion that is recognized by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association; and 

(ii) offers postgraduate training for vet-
erinarians in a public health practice area 
as determined by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services; and 

(2) prepare and submit to the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services an application, at 
such time, in such manner, and containing 
such information as the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services may require. 

(c) Consideration of applications 

The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall establish procedures to ensure that appli-
cations under subsection (b)(2) are rigorously re-
viewed and that grants are competitively award-
ed based on— 

(1) the ability of the applicant to increase 
the number of veterinarians who are trained in 
specified public health practice areas as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services; 

(2) the ability of the applicant to increase 
capacity in research on high priority disease 
agents; or 

(3) any other consideration the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services determines nec-
essary. 

(d) Preference 

In awarding grants under subsection (a), the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services shall 
give preference to applicants that demonstrate a 
comprehensive approach by involving more than 
one school of veterinary medicine, department 
of comparative medicine, department of veteri-
nary science, school of public health, school of 
medicine, or residency training program that of-
fers postgraduate training for veterinarians in a 
public health practice area as determined by the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

(e) Use of funds 

Amounts received under a grant under this 
section shall be used by a grantee to increase 
the number of veterinarians in the workforce 
through paying costs associated with the expan-
sion of academic programs at schools of veteri-
nary medicine, departments of comparative 
medicine, departments of veterinary science, or 
entities offering residency training programs, or 
academic programs that offer postgraduate 
training for veterinarians or concurrent train-
ing for veterinary students in specific areas of 
specialization, which costs may include minor 
renovation and improvement in classrooms, li-
braries, and laboratories. 

(f) Definition of public health practice area 

In this section, the term ‘‘public health prac-
tice area’’ includes the areas of bioterrorism and 
emergency preparedness, environmental health, 
food safety and food security, regulatory medi-
cine, diagnostic laboratory medicine, and bio-
medical research. 

(g) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal year 2009 and each of the five 
succeeding fiscal years. Amounts appropriated 



Page 813 TITLE 20—EDUCATION § 1161y 

under this subsection shall remain available 
until expended. 

(Pub. L. 89–329, title VIII, § 893, as added Pub. L. 
110–315, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 
3439.) 

PART Y—EARLY FEDERAL PELL GRANT 
COMMITMENT DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 

§ 1161y. Early Federal Pell Grant Commitment 
Demonstration Program 

(a) Demonstration program authority 

(1) In general 

The Secretary is authorized to carry out an 
Early Federal Pell Grant Commitment Dem-
onstration Program under which— 

(A) the Secretary awards grants to four 
State educational agencies, in accordance 
with paragraph (2), to pay the administra-
tive expenses incurred in participating in 
the demonstration program under this sec-
tion; and 

(B) the Secretary awards Federal Pell 
Grants to participating students in accord-
ance with this section and consistent with 
section 1070a of this title. 

(2) Grants 

(A) In general 

From amounts appropriated under sub-
section (h) for a fiscal year, the Secretary is 
authorized to award grants to four State 
educational agencies to enable the State 
educational agencies to pay the administra-
tive expenses incurred in participating in 
the demonstration program under this sec-
tion by carrying out a demonstration project 
under which eighth grade students described 
in subsection (b)(1)(B) receive a commitment 
early in the students’ academic careers to 
receive a Federal Pell Grant. 

(B) Equal amounts 

The Secretary shall award grants under 
this section in equal amounts to each of the 
four participating State educational agen-
cies. 

(b) Demonstration project requirements 

Each of the four demonstration projects as-
sisted under this section shall meet the follow-
ing requirements: 

(1) Participants 

(A) In general 

The State educational agency shall make 
participation in the demonstration project 
available to two cohorts of students, which 
shall consist of— 

(i) one cohort of eighth grade students 
who begin participating in the first aca-
demic year for which funds have been ap-
propriated to carry out this section; and 

(ii) one cohort of eighth grade students 
who begin participating in the academic 
year succeeding the academic year de-
scribed in clause (i). 

(B) Students in each cohort 

Each cohort of students shall consist of 
not more than 10,000 eighth grade students 

who qualify for a free or reduced price school 
lunch under the Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) or 
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 
et seq.). 

(2) Student data 

The State educational agency shall ensure 
that student data from local educational agen-
cies serving students who participate in the 
demonstration project, as well as student data 
from local educational agencies serving a com-
parable group of students who do not partici-
pate in the demonstration project, are avail-
able for evaluation of the demonstration 
project, and are made available in accordance 
with the requirements of section 1232g of this 
title (commonly known as the ‘‘Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974’’). 

(3) Federal Pell Grant commitment 

Each student who participates in the dem-
onstration project receives a commitment 
from the Secretary to receive a Federal Pell 
Grant during the first academic year that the 
student is in attendance at an institution of 
higher education as an undergraduate, pro-
vided that the student applies for Federal fi-
nancial aid (via the FAFSA or EZ FAFSA) for 
such academic year. 

(4) Application process 

Each State educational agency shall estab-
lish an application process to select local edu-
cational agencies within the State to partici-
pate in the demonstration project in accord-
ance with subsection (d)(2). 

(5) Local educational agency participation 

Subject to the 10,000 statewide student limi-
tation described in paragraph (1), a local edu-
cational agency serving students, not less 
than 50 percent of whom are eligible for a free 
or reduced price school lunch under the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 
U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) or the Child Nutrition Act 
of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.), shall be eligible 
to participate in the demonstration project. 

(c) State educational agency applications 

(1) In general 

Each State educational agency desiring to 
participate in the demonstration program 
under this section shall submit an application 
to the Secretary at such time and in such 
manner as the Secretary may require. 

(2) Contents 

Each application shall include— 
(A) a description of the proposed targeted 

information campaign for the demonstration 
project and a copy of the plan described in 
subsection (f)(2); 

(B) a description of the student population 
that will receive an early commitment to re-
ceive a Federal Pell Grant under this sec-
tion; 

(C) an assurance that the State edu-
cational agency will fully cooperate with the 
ongoing evaluation of the demonstration 
project; and 

(D) such other information as the Sec-
retary may require. 
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