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§ 76q. Sole national memorial to the late John F. 
Kennedy within the city of Washington and 
environs 

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, designated by this subchapter, shall be 
the sole national memorial to the late John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy within the city of Washing-
ton and its environs. 

(Pub. L. 85–874, § 11, as added Pub. L. 88–260, § 1(6), 
Jan. 23, 1964, 78 Stat. 5.) 

§ 76q–1. John F. Kennedy Center Plaza 

(a) Definitions 

In this section, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) Air rights 

The term ‘‘air rights’’ means real property 
interests conveyed by deed, lease, or permit 
for the use of space between streets and alleys 
within the boundaries of the Project. 

(2) Center 

The term ‘‘Center’’ means the John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts. 

(3) Green spaces 

The term ‘‘green spaces’’ means areas within 
the boundaries of the Project or affected by 
the Project that are covered by grass, trees, or 
other vegetation. 

(4) Plaza 

The term ‘‘Plaza’’ means improvements to 
the area surrounding the John F. Kennedy 
Center building carried out under the Project 
and comprised of transportation elements (in-
cluding roadways, sidewalks, and bicycle 
lanes) and non-transportation elements (in-
cluding landscaping, green space, open public 
space, water, sewer, and utility connections). 

(5) Project 

The term ‘‘Project’’ means the Plaza 
project, as described in the TEA–21 report, 
providing for construction of a Plaza adjacent 
to the Center and for improved bicycle, pedes-
trian, and vehicular access to and around the 
Center. The term includes planning, design, 
engineering, and construction of the Plaza, 
buildings to be constructed on the Plaza, and 
related transportation improvements and may 
include any other elements of the Project 
identified in the TEA–21 report. 

(6) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Transportation. 

(7) TEA–21 report 

The term ‘‘TEA–21 report’’ means the report 
of the Secretary submitted to Congress under 
section 1214 of the Transportation Equity Act 
for the 21st Century (20 U.S.C. 76j note; 112 
Stat. 204). 

(b) Responsibilities of the Secretary 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall be responsible for the 
Project and may undertake such activities as 
may be necessary to construct the Project, 
other than buildings to be constructed on the 

Plaza, substantially as described in the 
TEA–21 report. 

(2) Planning, design, engineering, and con-
struction 

The Secretary shall be responsible for the 
planning, design, engineering, and construc-
tion of the Project, other than buildings to be 
constructed on the Plaza. 

(3) Agreements with the Board and other agen-
cies 

The Secretary shall enter into memoranda 
of agreement with the Board and any appro-
priate Federal or other governmental agency 
to facilitate the planning, design, engineering, 
and construction of the Project. 

(4) Consultation with the Board 

The Secretary shall consult with the Board 
to maximize efficiencies in planning and exe-
cuting the Project, including the construction 
of any buildings on the Plaza. 

(5) Contracts 

Subject to the approval of the Board, the 
Secretary may enter into contracts on behalf 
of the Center related to the planning, design, 
engineering, and construction of the Project. 

(6) Project Team 

(A) Establishment 

To further construction of the Project, the 
Secretary shall establish a Project Team. 

(B) Membership 

The Project Team shall be composed of the 
following members: 

(i) The Secretary (or the Secretary’s des-
ignee). 

(ii) The Administrator of General Serv-
ices (or the Administrator’s designee). 

(iii) The Chairman of the Board (or the 
Chairman’s designee). 

(iv) Such other individuals as the 
Project Team considers appropriate. 

(C) Project Director 

The Project Team shall have a Project Di-
rector who shall be appointed by the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of General Services and the Chairman 
of the Board. The Project Director shall re-
port directly to the Project Team. 

(c) Responsibilities of the Board 

(1) In general 

The Board, in consultation with the Project 
Team, may undertake such activities as may 
be necessary to construct buildings on the 
Plaza for the Project. 

(2) Receipt of transfers of air rights 

The Board may receive from the District of 
Columbia such transfers of air rights as may 
be necessary for the planning, design, engi-
neering, and construction of the Project. 

(3) Construction of buildings 

The Board, in consultation with the Project 
Team, may construct, with non-appropriated 
funds, buildings on the Plaza for the Project 
and shall be responsible for the planning, de-
sign, engineering, and construction of the 
buildings. 
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