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(iii) to institute legal proceedings.

(b) International organizations, their property
and their assets, wherever located, and by
whomsoever held, shall enjoy the same immu-
nity from suit and every form of judicial process
as is enjoyed by foreign governments, except to
the extent that such organizations may ex-
pressly waive their immunity for the purpose of
any proceedings or by the terms of any contract.

(c) Property and assets of international orga-
nizations, wherever located and by whomsoever
held, shall be immune from search, unless such
immunity be expressly waived, and from confis-
cation. The archives of international organiza-
tions shall be inviolable.

(d) Insofar as concerns customs duties and in-
ternal-revenue taxes imposed upon or by reason
of importation, and the procedures in connec-
tion therewith; the registration of foreign
agents; and the treatment of official commu-
nications, the privileges, exemptions, and immu-
nities to which international organizations shall
be entitled shall be those accorded under similar
circumstances to foreign governments.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §2, 59 Stat. 669.)

§288b. Baggage and effects of officers and em-
ployees exempted from customs duties and
internal revenue taxes

Pursuant to regulations prescribed by the
Commissioner of Customs with the approval of
the Secretary of the Treasury, the baggage and
effects of alien officers and employees of inter-
national organizations, or of aliens designated
by foreign governments to serve as their rep-
resentatives in or to such organizations, or of
the families, suites, and servants of such offi-
cers, employees, or representatives shall be ad-
mitted (when imported in connection with the
arrival of the owner) free of customs duties and
free of internal-revenue taxes imposed upon or
by reason of importation.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §3, 59 Stat. 669.)
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the United States Customs Service of the
Department of the Treasury, including functions of the
Secretary of the Treasury relating thereto, to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for treatment of re-
lated references, see sections 203(1), 551(d), 552(d), and
557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, and the Department
of Homeland Security Reorganization Plan of Novem-
ber 25, 2002, as modified, set out as a note under section
542 of Title 6.

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Treasury, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Treasury, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 26, §§1, 2, eff.
July 31, 1950, 15 F.R. 4935, 64 Stat. 1280, 1281, set out in
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and
Employees. The Commissioner of Customs, referred to
in text, was an officer of the Treasury Department.

§288c. Exemption from property taxes

International organizations shall be exempt
from all property taxes imposed by, or under the
authority of, any Act of Congress, including
such Acts as are applicable solely to the District
of Columbia or the Territories.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §6, 59 Stat. 671.)
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§ 288d. Privileges, exemptions, and immunities of
officers, employees, and their families; waiv-
er

(a) Persons designated by foreign governments
to serve as their representatives in or to inter-
national organizations and the officers and em-
ployees of such organizations, and members of
the immediate families of such representatives,
officers, and employees residing with them,
other than nationals of the United States, shall,
insofar as concerns laws regulating entry into
and departure from the United States, alien reg-
istration and fingerprinting, and the registra-
tion of foreign agents, be entitled to the same
privileges, exemptions, and immunities as are
accorded under similar circumstances to officers
and employees, respectively, of foreign govern-
ments, and members of their families.

(b) Representatives of foreign governments in
or to international organizations and officers
and employees of such organizations shall be im-
mune from suit and legal process relating to
acts performed by them in their official capacity
and falling within their functions as such rep-
resentatives, officers, or employees except inso-
far as such immunity may be waived by the for-
eign government or international organization
concerned.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §7(a), (b), 59 Stat.
671.)

§ 288e. Personnel entitled to benefits

(a) Notification to and acceptance by Secretary
of State of personnel

No person shall be entitled to the benefits of
this subchapter, unless he (1) shall have been
duly notified to and accepted by the Secretary
of State as a representative, officer, or em-
ployee; or (2) shall have been designated by the
Secretary of State, prior to formal notification
and acceptance, as a prospective representative,
officer, or employee; or (3) is a member of the
family or suite, or servant, of one of the fore-
going accepted or designated representatives, of-
ficers, or employees.

(b) Deportation of undesirables

Should the Secretary of State determine that
the continued presence in the United States of
any person entitled to the benefits of this sub-
chapter is not desirable, he shall so inform the
foreign government or international organiza-
tion concerned, as the case may be, and after
such person shall have had a reasonable length
of time, to be determined by the Secretary of
State, to depart from the United States, he shall
cease to be entitled to such benefits.

(c) Extent of diplomatic status

No person shall, by reason of the provisions of
this subchapter, be considered as receiving dip-
lomatic status or as receiving any of the privi-
leges incident thereto other than such as are
specifically set forth herein.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §8, 59 Stat. 672.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act Dec. 29, 1945, ch.
652, 59 Stat. 669, which is classified principally to this



§ 288f

subchapter. For complete classification of title I to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 288 of
this title and Tables.

§ 288f. Applicability of reciprocity laws

The privileges, exemptions, and immunities of
international organizations and of their officers
and employees, and members of their families,
suites, and servants, provided for in this sub-
chapter, shall be granted notwithstanding the
fact that the similar privileges, exemptions, and
immunities granted to a foreign government, its
officers, or employees, may be conditioned upon
the existence of reciprocity by that foreign gov-
ernment: Provided, That nothing contained in
this subchapter shall be construed as precluding
the Secretary of State from withdrawing the
privileges, exemptions, and immunities provided
in this subchapter from persons who are nation-
als of any foreign country on the ground that
such country is failing to accord corresponding
privileges, exemptions, and immunities to citi-
zens of the United States.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §9, 59 Stat. 673.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this title”’, meaning title I of act Dec. 29, 1945, ch.
652, 59 Stat. 669, which is classified principally to this
subchapter. For complete classification of title I to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 288 of
this title and Tables.

§288f-1. European Space Agency and Organiza-
tion of Eastern Caribbean States; extension
of privileges, exemptions, and immunities to
members

The provisions of this subchapter may be ex-
tended to the European Space Agency and to the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (in-
cluding any office established in the United
States by that organization) in the same man-
ner, to the same extent, and subject to the same
conditions, as they may be extended to a public
international organization in which the United
States participates pursuant to any treaty or
under the authority of any Act of Congress au-
thorizing such participation or making an ap-
propriation for such participation.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §11, as added Pub.
L. 89-353, Feb. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 5; amended Pub.
L. 98-164, title I, §120, Nov. 22, 1983, 97 Stat. 1023;
Pub. L. 100-362, July 6, 1988, 102 Stat. 819.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this title”’, meaning title I of act Dec. 29, 1945, ch.
652, 59 Stat. 669, which is classified principally to this
subchapter. For complete classification of title I to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 288 of
this title and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1988—Pub. L. 100-362 inserted ‘‘and to the Organiza-
tion of Eastern Caribbean States (including any office
established in the United States by that organization)”’
after ‘“‘European Space Agency’’.

1983—Pub. L. 98-164 substituted ‘‘Space Agency’’ for
‘“Space Research Organization”.

EXECUTIVE ORDER

For executive orders designating certain inter-
national organizations as public international organi-
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zations entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemptions,
and immunities conferred by the International Organi-
zations Immunities Act (this subchapter), see notes set
out under section 288 of this title.

§288f-2. African Union; extension of privileges,
exemptions, and immunities

(a) The provisions of this subchapter may be
extended to the African Union and may continue
to be extended to the International Labor Orga-
nization and the United Nations Industrial De-
velopment Organization in the same manner, to
the same extent, and subject to the same condi-
tions, as they may be extended to a public inter-
national organization in which the TUnited
States participates pursuant to any treaty or
under the authority of any Act of Congress au-
thorizing such participation or making an ap-
propriation for such participation.

(b) Under such terms and conditions as the
President shall determine, consistent with the
purposes of this subchapter, the President is au-
thorized to extend, or enter into an agreement
to extend, to the African Union Mission to the
United States of America, and to its members,
the privileges and immunities enjoyed by diplo-
matic missions accredited to the United States,
and by members of such missions, subject to
corresponding conditions and obligations.

(Dec. 29, 1945, ch. 652, title I, §12, as added Pub.
L. 93-161, Nov. 27, 1973, 87 Stat. 635; amended
Pub. L. 96-60, title IV, §404, Aug. 15, 1979, 93 Stat.
403; Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(b) [title IV,
§406], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-50, 2681-101;
Pub. L. 108-447, div. D, title V, §569(h), Dec. 8,
2004, 118 Stat. 3026; Pub. L. 108-497, §8, Dec. 23,
2004, 118 Stat. 4019; Pub. L. 109-472, §7(a), Jan. 11,
2007, 120 Stat. 3556.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act Dec. 29, 1945, ch.
652, 59 Stat. 669, which is classified principally to this
subchapter. For complete classification of title I to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 288 of
this title and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2007—Pub. L. 109472 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b).

2004—Pub. L. 108-447 and Pub. L. 108-497 amended sec-
tion identically, substituting ‘‘African Union” for ‘“‘Or-
ganization of African Unity”’.

1998—Pub. L. 105-277 inserted ‘‘and the United Na-
tions Industrial Development Organization’” after
‘“‘International Labor Organization.

1979—Pub. L. 96-60 authorized continuation of exten-
sion of privileges and immunities provisions to Inter-
national Labor Organization.

EXECUTIVE ORDER

For executive orders designating certain inter-
national organizations as public international organi-
zations entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemptions,
and immunities conferred by the International Organi-
zations Immunities Act (this subchapter), see notes set
out under section 288 of this title.

EX. ORD. NO. 13444. EXTENDING PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNI-
TIES TO THE AFRICAN UNION MISSION TO THE UNITED
STATES

Ex. Ord. No. 13444, Sept. 12, 2007, 72 F.R. 52747, pro-
vided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and the laws of the United States of
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