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1 See References in Text note below. 

§ 8605. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Appropriate congressional committees 

The term ‘‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Armed Services, the Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations, and the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Armed Services, the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, and the Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) Qualitative military edge 

The term ‘‘qualitative military edge’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 
2776(h)(2) 1 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 112–150, § 7, July 27, 2012, 126 Stat. 1149.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 112–150, July 27, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1146, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 8601 of this 
title and Tables. 

Section 2776(h)(2) of this title, referred to in par. (2), 
was redesignated section 2776(h)(3) of this title by Pub. 
L. 113–296, § 11(b)(1), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4078. 

§ 8606. United States-Israel cooperation on en-
ergy, water, homeland security, agriculture, 
and alternative fuel technologies 

(a) In general 

The President is authorized, subject to exist-
ing law— 

(1) to undertake activities in cooperation 
with Israel; and 

(2) to provide assistance promoting coopera-
tion in the fields of energy, water, agriculture, 
and alternative fuel technologies. 

(b) Requirements 

In carrying out subsection (a), the President is 
authorized, subject to existing requirements of 
law and any applicable agreements or under-
standings between the United States and Is-
rael— 

(1) to share and exchange with Israel re-
search, technology, intelligence, information, 
equipment, and personnel, including through 
sales, leases, or exchanges in kind, that the 
President determines will advance the na-
tional security interests of the United States 
and are consistent with the Strategic Dialogue 
and pertinent provisions of law; and 

(2) to enhance scientific cooperation between 
Israel and the United States. 

(c) Cooperative research pilot programs 

The Secretary of Homeland Security, acting 
through the Director of the Homeland Security 
Advanced Research Projects Agency and with 
the concurrence of the Secretary of State, is au-
thorized, subject to existing law, to enter into 
cooperative research pilot programs with Israel 
to enhance Israel’s capabilities in— 

(1) border, maritime, and aviation security; 
(2) explosives detection; and 
(3) emergency services. 

(Pub. L. 113–296, § 7, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 4077.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the United States-Is-
rael Strategic Partnership Act of 2014, and not as part 
of the United States-Israel Enhanced Security Coopera-
tion Act of 2012 which comprises this chapter. 

UNITED STATES-ISRAEL ANTI-TUNNEL COOPERATION 

Pub. L. 114–92, div. A, title XII, § 1279, Nov. 25, 2015, 129 
Stat. 1079, provided that: 

‘‘(a) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH ANTI-TUNNEL CAPABILI-
TIES PROGRAM WITH ISRAEL.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, upon 
request of the Ministry of Defense of Israel and in 
consultation with the Secretary of State and the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, is authorized to carry 
out research, development, test, and evaluation, on a 
joint basis with Israel, to establish anti-tunnel capa-
bilities to detect, map, and neutralize underground 
tunnels that threaten the United States or Israel. 
Any activities carried out pursuant to such authority 
shall be conducted in a manner that appropriately 
protects sensitive information and United States and 
Israel national security interests. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—The activities described in paragraph 
(1) and subsection (b) may be carried out after the 
Secretary of Defense submits to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report setting forth the follow-
ing: 

‘‘(A) A memorandum of agreement between the 
United States and Israel regarding sharing of re-
search and development costs for the capabilities 
described in paragraph (1), and any supporting doc-
uments. 

‘‘(B) A certification that the memorandum of 
agreement— 

‘‘(i) requires sharing of costs of projects, includ-
ing in-kind support, between the United States 
and Israel; 

‘‘(ii) establishes a framework to negotiate the 
rights to any intellectual property developed 
under the memorandum of agreement; and 

‘‘(iii) requires the United States Government to 
receive semiannual reports on expenditure of 
funds, if any, by the Government of Israel, includ-
ing a description of what the funds have been 
used for, when funds were expended, and an iden-
tification of entities that expended the funds. 

‘‘(b) SUPPORT IN CONNECTION WITH PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense is au-

thorized to provide maintenance and sustainment 
support to Israel for the anti-tunnel capabilities re-
search, development, test, and evaluation activities 
authorized in subsection (a)(1). Such authority in-
cludes authority to install equipment necessary to 
carry out such research, development, test, and eval-
uation. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—Support may not be provided under 
paragraph (1) until 15 days after the Secretary sub-
mits to the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port setting forth a detailed description of the sup-
port to be provided. 

‘‘(3) MATCHING CONTRIBUTION.—Support may not be 
provided under this subsection unless the Govern-
ment of Israel contributes an amount not less than 
the amount of support to be so provided to the pro-
gram, project, or activity for which the support is to 
be so provided. 

‘‘(4) ANNUAL LIMITATION ON AMOUNT.—The amount of 
support provided under this subsection in any year 
may not exceed $25,000,000. 
‘‘(c) LEAD AGENCY.—The Secretary of Defense shall 

designate an appropriate research and development en-
tity of a military department as the lead agency of the 
Department of Defense in carrying out this section. 
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