§1146

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Sept. 26, 1980, except as specifically
provided, see section 1461(e) of this title.

§1146. Outreach to promote retirement income
savings

(a) In general

The Secretary shall maintain an ongoing pro-
gram of outreach to the public designed to effec-
tively promote retirement income savings by
the public.

(b) Methods

The Secretary shall carry out the require-
ments of subsection (a) of this section by means
which shall ensure effective communication to
the public, including publication of public serv-
ice announcements, public meetings, creation of
educational materials, and establishment of a
site on the Internet.

(c) Information to be made available

The information to be made available by the
Secretary as part of the program of outreach re-
quired under subsection (a) of this section shall
include the following:

(1) a description of the vehicles currently
available to individuals and employers for cre-
ating and maintaining retirement income sav-
ings, specifically including information ex-
plaining to employers, in simple terms, the
characteristics and operation of the different
retirement savings vehicles, including the
steps to establish each such vehicle; and

(2) information regarding matters relevant
to establishing retirement income savings,
such as—

(A) the forms of retirement income sav-
ings;

(B) the concept of compound interest;

(C) the importance of commencing savings
early in life;

(D) savings principles;

(E) the importance of prudence and diver-
sification in investing;

(F) the importance of the timing of invest-
ments; and

(G) the impact on retirement savings of
life’s uncertainties, such as living beyond
one’s life expectancy.

(d) Establishment of site on Internet

The Secretary shall establish a permanent site
on the Internet concerning retirement income
savings. The site shall contain at least the fol-
lowing information:

(1) a means for individuals to calculate their
estimated retirement savings needs, based on
their retirement income goal as a percentage
of their preretirement income;

(2) a description in simple terms of the com-
mon types of retirement income savings ar-
rangements available to both individuals and
employers (specifically including small em-
ployers), including information on the amount
of money that can be placed into a given vehi-
cle, the tax treatment of the money, the
amount of accumulation possible through dif-
ferent typical investment options and interest
rate projections, and a directory of resources
of more descriptive information;
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(3) materials explaining to employers in sim-
ple terms, the characteristics and operation of
the different retirement savings arrangements
for their workers and what the basic legal re-
quirements are under this chapter and title 26,
including the steps to establish each such ar-
rangement;

(4) copies of all educational materials devel-
oped by the Department of Labor, and by
other Federal agencies in consultation with
such Department, to promote retirement in-
come savings by workers and employers; and

(5) links to other sites maintained on the
Internet by governmental agencies and non-
profit organizations that provide additional
detail on retirement income savings arrange-
ments and related topics on savings or invest-
ing.

(e) Coordination

The Secretary shall coordinate the outreach
program under this section with similar efforts
undertaken by other public and private entities.

(Pub. L. 93-406, title I, §516, as added Pub. L.
105-92, §3(a), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 2139.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (d)(3), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93-406, known as
the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974.
Titles I, III, and IV of such Act are classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under
section 1001 of this title and Tables.

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

Pub. L. 10592, §2, Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat. 2139, pro-
vided that:

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds as follows:

‘(1) The impending retirement of the baby boom
generation will severely strain our already overbur-
dened entitlement system, necessitating increased re-
liance on pension and other personal savings.

‘“(2) Studies have found that less than a third of
Americans have even tried to calculate how much
they will need to have saved by retirement, and that
less than 20 percent are very confident they will have
enough money to live comfortably throughout their
retirement.

“(3) A leading obstacle to expanding retirement
savings is the simple fact that far too many Ameri-
cans—particularly the young—are either unaware of,
or without the knowledge and resources necessary to
take advantage of, the extensive benefits offered by
our retirement savings system.

‘“(b) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this Act [see Short
Title of 1997 Amendment note, set out under section
1001 of this title]—

‘(1) to advance the public’s knowledge and under-
standing of retirement savings and its critical impor-
tance to the future well-being of American workers
and their families;

‘(2) to provide for a periodic, bipartisan national
retirement savings summit in conjunction with the
White House to elevate the issue of savings to na-
tional prominence; and

‘“(3) to initiate the development of a broad-based,
public education program to encourage and enhance
individual commitment to a personal retirement sav-
ings strategy.”

§ 1147. National Summit on Retirement Savings

(a) Authority to call Summit

Not later than July 15, 1998, the President
shall convene a National Summit on Retirement
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