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(C) vocabulary development; 
(D) reading fluency, including oral reading 

skills; and 
(E) reading comprehension strategies. 

(9) Family literacy activities 

The term ‘‘family literacy activities’’ means 
activities that are of sufficient intensity and 
quality, to make sustainable improvements in 
the economic prospects for a family and that 
better enable parents or family members to 
support their children’s learning needs, and 
that integrate all of the following activities: 

(A) Parent or family adult education and 
literacy activities that lead to readiness for 
postsecondary education or training, career 
advancement, and economic self-sufficiency. 

(B) Interactive literacy activities between 
parents or family members and their chil-
dren. 

(C) Training for parents or family mem-
bers regarding how to be the primary teach-
er for their children and full partners in the 
education of their children. 

(D) An age-appropriate education to pre-
pare children for success in school and life 
experiences. 

(10) Institution of higher education 

The term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 1001 
of title 20. 

(11) Integrated education and training 

The term ‘‘integrated education and train-
ing’’ means a service approach that provides 
adult education and literacy activities concur-
rently and contextually with workforce prepa-
ration activities and workforce training for a 
specific occupation or occupational cluster for 
the purpose of educational and career advance-
ment. 

(12) Integrated English literacy and civics edu-
cation 

The term ‘‘integrated English literacy and 
civics education’’ means education services 
provided to English language learners who are 
adults, including professionals with degrees 
and credentials in their native countries, that 
enables such adults to achieve competency in 
the English language and acquire the basic 
and more advanced skills needed to function 
effectively as parents, workers, and citizens in 
the United States. Such services shall include 
instruction in literacy and English language 
acquisition and instruction on the rights and 
responsibilities of citizenship and civic par-
ticipation, and may include workforce train-
ing. 

(13) Literacy 

The term ‘‘literacy’’ means an individual’s 
ability to read, write, and speak in English, 
compute, and solve problems, at levels of pro-
ficiency necessary to function on the job, in 
the family of the individual, and in society. 

(14) Postsecondary educational institution 

The term ‘‘postsecondary educational insti-
tution’’ means— 

(A) an institution of higher education that 
provides not less than a 2-year program of 

instruction that is acceptable for credit to-
ward a bachelor’s degree; 

(B) a tribally controlled college or univer-
sity; or 

(C) a nonprofit educational institution of-
fering certificate or apprenticeship programs 
at the postsecondary level. 

(15) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of Education. 

(16) Workplace adult education and literacy ac-
tivities 

The term ‘‘workplace adult education and 
literacy activities’’ means adult education and 
literacy activities offered by an eligible pro-
vider in collaboration with an employer or em-
ployee organization at a workplace or an off- 
site location that is designed to improve the 
productivity of the workforce. 

(17) Workforce preparation activities 

The term ‘‘workforce preparation activities’’ 
means activities, programs, or services de-
signed to help an individual acquire a combi-
nation of basic academic skills, critical think-
ing skills, digital literacy skills, and self-man-
agement skills, including competencies in uti-
lizing resources, using information, working 
with others, understanding systems, and ob-
taining skills necessary for successful transi-
tion into and completion of postsecondary 
education or training, or employment. 

(Pub. L. 113–128, title II, § 203, July 22, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1609; Pub. L. 114–95, title IX, § 9215(c), Dec. 
10, 2015, 129 Stat. 2166.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Par. (8). Pub. L. 114–95, which directed general 
amendment of ‘‘Paragraph (8) of section 203 of the 
Adult Education and Literacy Act’’, was executed by 
amending par. (8) of this section, which is section 203 of 
the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, Pub. L. 
113–128, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The term ‘essen-
tial components of reading instruction’ has the mean-
ing given the term in section 6368 of title 20.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–95 effective Dec. 10, 2015, 
except with respect to certain noncompetitive pro-
grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub. 
L. 114–95, set out as a note under section 6301 of Title 
20, Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the first day of the first full pro-
gram year after July 22, 2014 (July 1, 2015), see section 
506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out as a note under section 
3101 of this title. 

§ 3273. Home schools 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed 
to affect home schools, whether a home school is 
treated as a home school or a private school 
under State law, or to compel a parent or family 
member engaged in home schooling to partici-
pate in adult education and literacy activities. 

(Pub. L. 113–128, title II, § 204, July 22, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1611.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the first day of the first full pro-
gram year after July 22, 2014 (July 1, 2015), see section 
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506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out as a note under section 
3101 of this title. 

§ 3274. Rule of construction regarding post-
secondary transition and concurrent enroll-
ment activities 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed 
to prohibit or discourage the use of funds pro-
vided under this subchapter for adult education 
and literacy activities that help eligible individ-
uals transition to postsecondary education and 
training or employment, or for concurrent en-
rollment activities. 

(Pub. L. 113–128, title II, § 205, July 22, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1612.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the first day of the first full pro-
gram year after July 22, 2014 (July 1, 2015), see section 
506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out as a note under section 
3101 of this title. 

§ 3275. Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subchapter $577,667,000 for fiscal 
year 2015, $622,286,000 for fiscal year 2016, 
$635,198,000 for fiscal year 2017, $649,287,000 for 
fiscal year 2018, $664,552,000 for fiscal year 2019, 
and $678,640,000 for fiscal year 2020. 

(Pub. L. 113–128, title II, § 206, July 22, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1612.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the first day of the first full pro-
gram year after July 22, 2014 (July 1, 2015), see section 
506 of Pub. L. 113–128, set out as a note under section 
3101 of this title. 

PART A—FEDERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 3291. Reservation of funds; grants to eligible 
agencies; allotments 

(a) Reservation of funds 

From the sum appropriated under section 3275 
of this title for a fiscal year, the Secretary— 

(1) shall reserve 2 percent to carry out sec-
tion 3332 of this title, except that the amount 
so reserved shall not exceed $15,000,000; and 

(2) shall reserve 12 percent of the amount 
that remains after reserving funds under para-
graph (1) to carry out section 3333 of this title. 

(b) Grants to eligible agencies 

(1) In general 

From the sum appropriated under section 
3275 of this title and not reserved under sub-
section (a) for a fiscal year, the Secretary 
shall award a grant to each eligible agency 
having a unified State plan approved under 
section 3112 of this title or a combined State 
plan approved under section 3113 of this title 
in an amount equal to the sum of the initial 
allotment under subsection (c)(1) and the addi-
tional allotment under subsection (c)(2) for 
the eligible agency for the fiscal year, subject 
to subsections (f) and (g), to enable the eligible 
agency to carry out the activities assisted 
under this subchapter. 

(2) Purpose of grants 

The Secretary may award a grant under 
paragraph (1) only if the eligible entity in-

volved agrees to expend the grant for adult 
education and literacy activities in accord-
ance with the provisions of this subchapter. 

(c) Allotments 

(1) Initial allotments 

From the sum appropriated under section 
3275 of this title and not reserved under sub-
section (a) for a fiscal year, the Secretary 
shall allot to each eligible agency having a 
unified State plan approved under section 3112 
of this title or a combined State plan approved 
under section 3113 of this title— 

(A) $100,000, in the case of an eligible agen-
cy serving an outlying area; and 

(B) $250,000, in the case of any other eligi-
ble agency. 

(2) Additional allotments 

From the sum appropriated under section 
3275 of this title, not reserved under subsection 
(a), and not allotted under paragraph (1), for a 
fiscal year, the Secretary shall allot to each 
eligible agency that receives an initial allot-
ment under paragraph (1) an additional 
amount that bears the same relationship to 
such sum as the number of qualifying adults in 
the State or outlying area served by the eligi-
ble agency bears to the number of such adults 
in all States and outlying areas. 

(d) Qualifying adult 

For the purpose of subsection (c)(2), the term 
‘‘qualifying adult’’ means an adult who— 

(1) is at least 16 years of age; 
(2) is beyond the age of compulsory school 

attendance under the law of the State or out-
lying area; 

(3) does not have a secondary school diploma 
or its recognized equivalent; and 

(4) is not enrolled in secondary school. 

(e) Special rule 

(1) In general 

From amounts made available under sub-
section (c) for the Republic of Palau, the Sec-
retary shall award grants to Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, or the Republic of Palau to 
carry out activities described in this sub-
chapter in accordance with the provisions of 
this subchapter, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

(2) Award basis 

The Secretary shall award grants pursuant 
to paragraph (1) on a competitive basis and 
pursuant to the recommendations from the 
Pacific Region Educational Laboratory in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

(3) Termination of eligibility 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Republic of Palau shall be eligible to re-
ceive a grant under this subchapter except 
during the period described in section 3102(45) 
of this title. 

(4) Administrative costs 

The Secretary may provide not more than 5 
percent of the funds made available for grants 
under this subsection to pay the administra-
tive costs of the Pacific Region Educational 
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