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SUBCHAPTER III—ACQUISITION OF LAND 
AND MATERIALS 

§ 591. Condemnation, purchase, and donation of 
land and materials 

The Secretary of the Army may cause pro-
ceedings to be instituted, in the name of the 
United States, in any court having jurisdiction 
of such proceedings, for the acquirement by con-
demnation of any land, right-of-way, or material 
needed to enable him to maintain, operate, or 
prosecute works for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors for which provision has been made 
by law; such proceedings to be prosecuted in ac-
cordance with the laws relating to suits for the 
condemnation of property of the States wherein 
the proceedings may be instituted: Provided, 

however, That when the owner of such land, 
right-of-way, or material shall fix a price for the 
same, which in the opinion of the Secretary of 
the Army, shall be reasonable, he may purchase 
the same at such price without further delay: 
And provided further, That the Secretary of the 
Army is authorized to accept donations of lands 
or materials required for the maintenance or 
prosecution of such works. 

(Apr. 24, 1888, ch. 194, 25 Stat. 94; July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued Department of the Army under ad-
ministrative supervision of Secretary of the Army. 

§ 592. Condemnation of land in aid of person, 
company, corporation, municipal or private 

Whenever any person, company, or corpora-
tion, municipal or private, shall undertake to 
secure any land or easement therein needed in 
connection with a work of river and harbor im-
provement duly authorized by Congress, for the 
purpose of conveying the same to the United 
States free of cost, or for the purpose of con-
structing, maintaining, and operating locks, dry 
docks, or other works to be conveyed to the 
United States free of cost, and of constructing, 
maintaining and operating dams for use in con-
nection therewith, and shall be unable for any 
reason to obtain the same by purchase and ac-
quire a valid title thereto, the Secretary of the 
Army may, in his discretion, cause proceedings 
to be instituted in the name of the United 
States for the acquirement by condemnation of 
said land or easement, and it shall be the duty 
of the Attorney General of the United States to 
institute and conduct such proceedings upon the 
request of the Secretary of the Army: Provided, 
That all expenses of said proceedings and any 
award that may be made thereunder shall be 
paid by the said person, company, or corpora-
tion, to secure which payment the Secretary of 
the Army may require the said person, company, 
or corporation to execute a proper bond in such 
amount as he may deem necessary before said 
proceedings are commenced. 

(May 16, 1906, ch. 2465, 34 Stat. 196; June 29, 1906, 
ch. 3628, 34 Stat. 632; July 26, 1947, ch. 343, title 
II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.) 

CODIFICATION 

Act May 16, 1906, as originally enacted, provided that: 
‘‘Whenever any person, company, or corporation, mu-
nicipal or private, shall undertake to secure, for the 
purpose of conveying the same to the United States 
free of cost, any land or easement therein, needed in 
connection with a work of river and harbor improve-
ment duly authorized by Congress, and shall be unable 
for any reason to obtain a valid title thereto, the Sec-
retary of War may, in his discretion, cause proceedings 
to be instituted in the name of the United States for 
the acquirement by condemnation of said land or ease-
ment, and it shall be the duty of the Attorney General 
of the United States to institute and conduct such pro-
ceedings upon the request of the Secretary of War: Pro-
vided, That all the expenses of said proceedings and any 
award that may be made thereunder shall be paid by 
the said person, company, or corporation, to secure 
which payment the Secretary of War may require the 
said person, company, or corporation to execute a prop-
er bond in such amount as he may deem necessary be-
fore said proceedings are commenced.’’ 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Department of War designated Department of the 
Army and title of Secretary of War changed to Sec-
retary of the Army by section 205(a) of act July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, 61 Stat. 501. Section 205(a) of act July 
26, 1947, was repealed by section 53 of act Aug. 10, 1956, 
ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 641. Section 1 of act Aug. 10, 1956, en-
acted ‘‘Title 10, Armed Forces’’ which in sections 3010 
to 3013 continued Department of the Army under ad-
ministrative supervision of Secretary of the Army. 

§ 593. Condemnation of land in aid of State or 
State agency 

Whenever any State, or any reclamation, flood 
control or drainage district, or other public 
agency created by any State, shall undertake to 
secure any land or easement therein, needed in 
connection with a work of river and harbor im-
provement duly authorized by Congress, for the 
purpose of conveying the same to the United 
States free of cost, and shall be unable for any 
reason to obtain the same by purchase and ac-
quire a valid title thereto, the Secretary of the 
Army may, in his discretion, cause proceedings 
to be instituted in the name of the United 
States for the acquirement by condemnation of 
said land or easement, and it shall be the duty 
of the Attorney General of the United States to 
institute and conduct such proceedings upon the 
request of the Secretary of the Army: Provided, 
That all expenses of said proceedings and any 
award that may be made thereunder shall be 
paid by such State, or reclamation, flood control 
or drainage district, or other public agency as 
aforesaid, to secure which payment the Sec-
retary of the Army may require such State, or 
reclamation, flood control or drainage district, 
or other public agency as aforesaid, to execute a 
proper bond in such amount as he may deem 
necessary before said proceedings are com-
menced. 

(Aug. 8, 1917, ch. 49, § 9, 40 Stat. 267; July 26, 1947, 
ch. 343, title II, § 205(a), 61 Stat. 501.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is from act Aug. 8, 1917, popularly known as 
the ‘‘Rivers and Harbors Appropriation Act of 1917’’. 
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