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ingly by the head of the appropriate agency, and 
any storage no longer required for water quality 
may be utilized for other authorized purposes of 
the project when, in the opinion of the head of 
such agency, such use is justified. Any such 
modification of a project where the benefits at-
tributable to water quality are 15 per centum or 
more but not greater than 25 per centum of the 
total project benefits shall take effect only upon 
the adoption of resolutions approving such 
modification by the appropriate committees of 
the Senate and House of Representatives. The 
provisions of the section shall not apply to any 
project where the benefits attributable to water 
quality exceed 25 per centum of the total project 
benefits. 

(Pub. L. 93–251, title I, § 65, Mar. 7, 1974, 88 Stat. 
30.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1253. Interstate cooperation and uniform laws 

(a) The Administrator shall encourage cooper-
ative activities by the States for the prevention, 
reduction, and elimination of pollution, encour-
age the enactment of improved and, so far as 
practicable, uniform State laws relating to the 
prevention, reduction, and elimination of pollu-
tion; and encourage compacts between States 
for the prevention and control of pollution. 

(b) The consent of the Congress is hereby 
given to two or more States to negotiate and 
enter into agreements or compacts, not in con-
flict with any law or treaty of the United 
States, for (1) cooperative effort and mutual as-
sistance for the prevention and control of pollu-
tion and the enforcement of their respective 
laws relating thereto, and (2) the establishment 
of such agencies, joint or otherwise, as they may 
deem desirable for making effective such agree-
ments and compacts. No such agreement or 
compact shall be binding or obligatory upon any 
State a party thereto unless and until it has 
been approved by the Congress. 

(June 30, 1948, ch. 758, title I, § 103, as added Pub. 
L. 92–500, § 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 Stat. 818.) 

§ 1254. Research, investigations, training, and in-
formation 

(a) Establishment of national programs; coopera-
tion; investigations; water quality surveil-
lance system; reports 

The Administrator shall establish national 
programs for the prevention, reduction, and 
elimination of pollution and as part of such pro-
grams shall— 

(1) in cooperation with other Federal, State, 
and local agencies, conduct and promote the 
coordination and acceleration of, research, in-
vestigations, experiments, training, dem-
onstrations, surveys, and studies relating to 
the causes, effects, extent, prevention, reduc-
tion, and elimination of pollution; 

(2) encourage, cooperate with, and render 
technical services to pollution control agen-
cies and other appropriate public or private 
agencies, institutions, and organizations, and 

individuals, including the general public, in 
the conduct of activities referred to in para-
graph (1) of this subsection; 

(3) conduct, in cooperation with State water 
pollution control agencies and other inter-
ested agencies, organizations and persons, 
public investigations concerning the pollution 
of any navigable waters, and report on the re-
sults of such investigations; 

(4) establish advisory committees composed 
of recognized experts in various aspects of pol-
lution and representatives of the public to as-
sist in the examination and evaluation of re-
search progress and proposals and to avoid du-
plication of research; 

(5) in cooperation with the States, and their 
political subdivisions, and other Federal agen-
cies establish, equip, and maintain a water 
quality surveillance system for the purpose of 
monitoring the quality of the navigable wa-
ters and ground waters and the contiguous 
zone and the oceans and the Administrator 
shall, to the extent practicable, conduct such 
surveillance by utilizing the resources of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the United States Geological 
Survey, and the Coast Guard, and shall report 
on such quality in the report required under 
subsection (a) of section 1375 of this title; and 

(6) initiate and promote the coordination 
and acceleration of research designed to de-
velop the most effective practicable tools and 
techniques for measuring the social and eco-
nomic costs and benefits of activities which 
are subject to regulation under this chapter; 
and shall transmit a report on the results of 
such research to the Congress not later than 
January 1, 1974. 

(b) Authorized activities of Administrator 

In carrying out the provisions of subsection (a) 
of this section the Administrator is authorized 
to— 

(1) collect and make available, through pub-
lications and other appropriate means, the re-
sults of and other information, including ap-
propriate recommendations by him in connec-
tion therewith, pertaining to such research 
and other activities referred to in paragraph 
(1) of subsection (a) of this section; 

(2) cooperate with other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, State water pollution 
control agencies, interstate agencies, other 
public and private agencies, institutions, orga-
nizations, industries involved, and individuals, 
in the preparation and conduct of such re-
search and other activities referred to in para-
graph (1) of subsection (a) of this section; 

(3) make grants to State water pollution 
control agencies, interstate agencies, other 
public or nonprofit private agencies, institu-
tions, organizations, and individuals, for pur-
poses stated in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) 
of this section; 

(4) contract with public or private agencies, 
institutions, organizations, and individuals, 
without regard to section 3324(a) and (b) of 
title 31 and section 6101 of title 41, referred to 
in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this sec-
tion; 
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