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§1401. Congressional finding, policy, and dec-
laration of purpose

(a) Dangers of unregulated dumping

Unregulated dumping of material into ocean
waters endangers human health, welfare, and
amenities, and the marine environment, eco-
logical systems, and economic potentialities.

(b) Policy of regulation and prevention or limita-
tion

The Congress declares that it is the policy of
the United States to regulate the dumping of all
types of materials into ocean waters and to pre-
vent or strictly limit the dumping into ocean
waters of any material which would adversely
affect human health, welfare, or amenities, or
the marine environment, ecological systems, or
economic potentialities.

(c) Regulation of dumping and transportation for
dumping purposes

It is the purpose of this Act to regulate (1) the
transportation by any person of material from
the United States and, in the case of United
States vessels, aircraft, or agencies, the trans-
portation of material from a location outside
the United States, when in either case the trans-
portation is for the purpose of dumping the ma-
terial into ocean waters, and (2) the dumping of
material transported by any person from a loca-
tion outside the United States, if the dumping
occurs in the territorial sea or the contiguous
zone of the United States.

(Pub. L. 92-532, §2, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 1052;
Pub. L. 93-254, §1(1), Mar. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 50.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsec. (c), means Pub. L.
92-532, which is classified generally to this chapter,
chapter 41 (§2801 et seq.) of this title, and chapters 32
(§1431 et seq.) and 32A (§1447 et seq.) of Title 16, Con-
servation.

AMENDMENTS

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93-254 struck out statement
of the purpose of this Act as being the regulation of
transportation of material from the United States for
dumping into ocean waters, and the dumping of mate-
rial, transported from outside the United States, if the
dumping occurs in ocean waters over which the United
States has jurisdiction or over which it may exercise
control, under accepted principles of international law,
in order to protect its territory or territorial sea, now
covered by subsec. (c¢) of this section.

Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 93-254 added subsec. (c).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 93-254, §2, Mar. 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 51, provided
in part that amendment of subsecs. (b) and (c¢) of this
section and sections 1402, 1411, and 1412(a), other than
last sentence of subsec. (a), of this title, by Pub. L.
93-254 shall become effective Mar. 22, 1974.

SHORT TITLE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 100-688, title I, §1001, Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat.
4139, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting sections 1414b
and 1414c of this title, amending sections 1268, 1412a,
and 1414a of this title, and amending provisions set out
as a note under section 2267 of this title] may be cited
as the ‘Ocean Dumping Ban Act of 1988’.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 92-532, §1, Oct. 23, 1972, 86 Stat. 1052, provided:
“That this Act [enacting this chapter, chapter 41 (§2801

TITLE 33—NAVIGATION AND NAVIGABLE WATERS

§1402

et seq.) of this title, and chapters 32 (§1431 et seq.) and
32A (§1447 et seq.) of Title 16, Conservation] may be
cited as the ‘Marine Protection, Research, and Sanc-
tuaries Act of 1972".”

TERRITORIAL SEA AND CONTIGUOUS ZONE OF UNITED
STATES

For extension of territorial sea and contiguous zone
of United States, see Proc. No. 5928 and Proc. No. 7219,
respectively, set out as notes under section 1331 of Title
43, Public Lands.

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ABROAD OF MAJOR FEDERAL
ACTIONS

For provisions relating to environmental effects
abroad of major federal actions, see Ex. Ord. No. 12114,
Jan. 4, 1979, 44 F.R. 1957, set out as a note under section
4321 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

FEDERAL COMPLIANCE WITH POLLUTION CONTROL
STANDARDS

For provisions relating to the responsibility of the
head of each Executive agency for compliance with ap-
plicable pollution control standards, see Ex. Ord. No.
12088, Oct. 13, 1978, 43 F.R. 47707, set out as a note under
section 4321 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare.

§ 1402. Definitions

For the purposes of this Act the term—

(a) ‘““Administrator’” means the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency.

(b) ““Ocean waters’” means those waters of the
open seas lying seaward of the base line from
which the territorial sea is measured, as pro-
vided for in the Convention on the Territorial
Sea and the Contiguous Zone (15 UST 1606; TIAS
5639).

(c) ‘“Material” means matter of any Kkind or
description, including, but not Ilimited to,
dredged material, solid waste, incinerator resi-
due, garbage, sewage, sewage sludge, munitions,
radiological, chemical, and biological warfare
agents, radioactive materials, chemicals, bio-
logical and laboratory waste, wreck or discarded
equipment, rock, sand, excavation debris, and
industrial, municipal, agricultural, and other
waste; but such term does not mean sewage from
vessels within the meaning of section 1322 of
this title. Oil within the meaning of section 1321
of this title shall be included only to the extent
that such oil is taken on board a vessel or air-
craft for the purpose of dumping.

(d) “United States” includes the several
States, the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Canal Zone, the terri-
tories and possessions of the United States, and
the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

(e) ‘““Person’ means any private person or en-
tity, or any officer, employee, agent, depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the Federal
Government, of any State or local unit of gov-
ernment, or of any foreign government.

(f) “Dumping” means a disposition of mate-
rial: Provided, That it does not mean a disposi-
tion of any effluent from any outfall structure
to the extent that such disposition is regulated
under the provisions of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act, as amended [33 U.S.C. 1251 et
seq.], under the provisions of section 407 of this
title, or under the provisions of the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended [42 U.S.C. 2011 et
seq.], nor does it mean a routine discharge of ef-
fluent incidental to the propulsion of, or oper-
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