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(b) Federal employees’ inventions

As to an invention made or conceived by a
Federal employee while providing assistance
pursuant to this section, if the Secretary de-
cides not to retain all rights in such invention,
the Secretary may—

(1) grant or agree to grant in advance, to a
United States firm, a patent license or assign-
ment, or an option thereto, retaining a non-
exclusive, nontransferable, irrevocable, paid-
up license to practice the invention or have
the invention practiced throughout the world
by or on behalf of the United States and such
other rights as the Secretary deems appro-
priate; or

(2) waive, subject to reservation by the
United States of a nonexclusive, irrevocable,
paid-up license to practice the invention or
have the invention practiced throughout the
world by or on behalf of the United States, in
advance, in whole, or in part, any right which
the United States may have to such invention.

(c) Protection of confidential information

Information of a confidential nature, such as
proprietary or classified information, provided
to a United States firm pursuant to this section
shall be protected. Such information may be re-
leased by a United States firm only after writ-
ten approval by the Secretary.

(d) Definitions
For purposes of this section—
(1) United States firm

The term ‘‘United States firm’ means a cor-
poration, partnership, limited partnership, or
sole proprietorship that is incorporated or es-
tablished under the laws of any of the United
States with its principal place of business in
the United States.

(2) United States

The term ‘‘United States’, when used in a
geographical sense, means the several States
of the United States and the District of Co-
lumbia.

(Pub. L. 100-676, §9, Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 4024;
Pub. L. 101-640, title III, §318(c), Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4642.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly set out as a note under section
2314 of this title.

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1988, and not as part of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises
this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

1990—Pub. L. 101-640, §318(c)(1),
onstration’ after ‘‘Technical assistance”
catchline.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101-640, §318(c)(2), struck out ‘‘to
undertake a demonstration program for a 2-year period,
which shall begin within 6 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act,” after ‘“The Secretary is author-
ized”.

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 101-640, §318(c)(3), (4), redes-
ignated subsec. (e) as (d) and struck out former subsec.
(d) which read as follows: ‘“Within 6 months after the
end of the demonstration program authorized by this
section, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the results of such demonstration program.”’

struck out ‘‘dem-
in section
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‘“SECRETARY’’ DEFINED

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 100-676, set out as a note under section
2201 of this title.

§ 2314b. Advanced modeling technologies
(a) In general

To the greatest extent practicable, the Sec-
retary shall encourage and incorporate advanced
modeling technologies, including 3-dimensional
digital modeling, that can expedite project de-
livery or improve the evaluation of water re-
sources development projects that receive Fed-
eral funding by—

(1) accelerating and improving the environ-
mental review process;

(2) increasing effective public participation;

(3) enhancing the detail and accuracy of
project designs;

(4) increasing safety;

(5) accelerating construction and reducing
construction costs; or

(6) otherwise achieving the purposes de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) through (5).

(b) Activities

In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary,
to the greatest extent practicable, shall—

(1) compile information related to advanced
modeling technologies, including industry best
practices with respect to the use of the tech-
nologies;

(2) disseminate to non-Federal interests the
information described in paragraph (1); and

(3) promote the use of advanced modeling
technologies.

(Pub. L. 113-121, title I, §1034, June 10, 2014, 128
Stat. 1234.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources
Reform and Development Act of 2014, and not as part of
the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 which
comprises this chapter.

‘“SECRETARY’’ DEFINED

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 113-121, set out as a note under section
2201 of this title.

§ 2315. Periodic statements

Upon receipt of a request from a non-Federal
sponsor of a water resources development
project under construction by the Secretary, the
Secretary shall provide such sponsor with peri-
odic statements of project expenditures. Such
statements shall include an estimate of all Fed-
eral and non-Federal funds expended by the Sec-
retary, including overhead expenditures, the
purpose for expenditures, and a schedule of an-
ticipated expenditures during the remaining pe-
riod of construction. Statements shall be pro-
vided to the sponsor at intervals of no greater
than 6 months.

(Pub. L. 100-676, §10, Nov. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 4024.)
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1988, and not as part of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises
this chapter.



§2315a

‘““‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED
Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-

tion 2 of Pub. L. 100-676, set out as a note under section
2201 of this title.

§2315a. Transparency in accounting and admin-
istrative expenses

On the request of a non-Federal interest, the
Secretary shall provide to the non-Federal in-
terest a detailed accounting of the Federal ex-
penses associated with a water resources
project.

(Pub. L. 113-121, title I, §1012(a), June 10, 2014,
128 Stat. 1218.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources
Reform and Development Act of 2014, and not as part of
the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 which
comprises this chapter.

‘“‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 113-121, set out as a note under section
2201 of this title.

§2316. Environmental protection mission
(a) General rule

The Secretary shall include environmental
protection as one of the primary missions of the
Corps of Engineers in planning, designing, con-
structing, operating, and maintaining water re-
sources projects.

(b) Limitation

Nothing in this section affects—

(1) existing Corps of Engineers’ authorities,
including its authorities with respect to navi-
gation and flood control;

(2) pending Corps of Engineers permit appli-
cations or pending lawsuits involving permits
or water resources projects; or

(3) the application of public interest review
procedures for Corps of Engineers permits.

(Pub. L. 101-640, title III, §306, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4635.)
CODIFICATION
Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1990, and not as part of the Water

Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises
this chapter.

‘“SECRETARY’’ DEFINED

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 101-640, set out as a note under section
2201 of this title.

§2317. Wetlands

(a) Goals and action plan
(1) Goals

There is established, as part of the Corps of
Engineers water resources development pro-
gram, an interim goal of no overall net loss of
the Nation’s remaining wetlands base, as de-
fined by acreage and function, and a long-term
goal to increase the quality and quantity of
the Nation’s wetlands, as defined by acreage
and function.

(2) Use of authorities

The Secretary shall utilize all appropriate
authorities, including those to restore and cre-
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ate wetlands, in meeting the interim and long-
term goals.

(3) Action plan
(A) Development

The Secretary shall develop, in consulta-
tion with the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and
other appropriate Federal agencies, a wet-
lands action plan to achieve the goals estab-
lished by this subsection as soon as possible.

(B) Contents

The plan shall include and identify actions
to be taken by the Secretary in achieving
the goals and any new authorities which
may be necessary to accelerate attainment
of the goals.

(C) Completion deadline

The Secretary shall complete the plan not
later than 1 year after November 28, 1990.

(b) Constructed wetlands for Mud Creek, Arkan-
sas

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Secretary is authorized and directed to es-
tablish and carry out a research and pilot
project to evaluate and demonstrate—

(1) the use of constructed wetlands for
wastewater treatment, and

(2) methods by which such projects contrib-
ute—

(A) to meeting the objective of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act [33 U.S.C. 1251
et seq.] to restore and maintain the physical,
chemical, and biological integrity of the Na-
tion’s waters, and

(B) to attaining the goals established by
subsection (a) of this section.

The project under this subsection shall be car-
ried out to improve the quality of effluent dis-
charged from publicly owned treatment works
operated by the city of Fayetteville, Arkansas,
into Mud Creek or its tributaries.

(c) Non-Federal responsibilities

For the project conducted under subsection (b)
of this section, the non-Federal interest shall
agree—

(1) to provide, without cost to the United
States, all lands, easements, rights-of-way, re-
locations, and dredged material disposal areas
necessary for construction and subsequent re-
search and demonstration work;

(2) to hold and save the United States free
from damages due to construction, operation,
and maintenance of the project, except dam-
ages due to the fault or negligence of the
United States or its contractors; and

(3) to operate and maintain the restored or
constructed wetlands in accordance with good
management practices; except that nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed as preclud-
ing a Federal agency from agreeing to operate
and maintain the restored or reconstructed
wetlands.

The value of the non-Federal lands, easements,
rights-of-way, relocations, and dredged material
disposal areas provided by the non-Federal in-
terest shall be credited toward the non-Federal
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