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section, the Chief of Engineers shall consider 
whether— 

(1) the failure of the project would pose a 
significant threat to human life; 

(2) the project involves the use of innovative 
materials or techniques; 

(3) the project design lacks redundancy; or 
(4) the project has a unique construction se-

quencing or a reduced or overlapping design 
construction schedule. 

(c) Safety assurance review 

(1) Initiation of review 

At the appropriate point in the development 
of detailed engineering and design specifica-
tions for each water resources project subject 
to review under this section, the Chief of Engi-
neers shall initiate a safety assurance review 
by independent experts on the design and con-
struction activities for the project. 

(2) Selection of reviewers 

A safety assurance review under this section 
shall include participation by experts selected 
by the Chief of Engineers from among individ-
uals who are distinguished experts in engi-
neering, hydrology, or other appropriate dis-
ciplines. The Chief of Engineers shall apply 
the National Academy of Science’s policy for 
selecting reviewers to ensure that reviewers 
have no conflict of interest with the project 
being reviewed. 

(3) Compensation 

An individual serving as an independent re-
viewer under this section shall be com-
pensated at a rate of pay to be determined by 
the Secretary and shall be allowed travel ex-
penses. 

(d) Scope of safety assurance reviews 

A safety assurance review under this section 
shall include a review of the design and con-
struction activities prior to the initiation of 
physical construction and periodically there-
after until construction activities are completed 
on a regular schedule sufficient to inform the 
Chief of Engineers on the adequacy, appropriate-
ness, and acceptability of the design and con-
struction activities for the purpose of assuring 
public health, safety, and welfare. The Chief of 
Engineers shall ensure that reviews under this 
section do not create any unnecessary delays in 
design and construction activities. 

(e) Safety assurance review record 

The written recommendations of a reviewer or 
panel of reviewers under this section and the re-
sponses of the Chief of Engineers shall be avail-
able to the public, including through electronic 
means on the Internet. 

(f) Applicability 

This section shall apply to any project in de-
sign or under construction on November 8, 2007, 
and to any project with respect to which design 
or construction is initiated during the period be-
ginning on November 8, 2007, and ending 7 years 
after November 8, 2007. 

(g) Nonapplicability of FACA 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. 
App.) shall not apply to a safety assurance re-
view conducted under this section. 

(Pub. L. 110–114, title II, § 2035, Nov. 8, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1091; Pub. L. 113–121, title III, § 3028, June 
10, 2014, 128 Stat. 1305.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in 
subsec. (g), is Pub. L. 92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 
which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007, and not as part of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises 
this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 113–121 added subsec. (g). 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 110–114, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 2345. Electronic submission of permit applica-
tions 

(a) In general 

Not later than 2 years after November 8, 2007, 
the Secretary shall implement a program to 
allow electronic submission of permit applica-
tions for permits under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary. 

(b) Limitations 

This section does not preclude the submission 
of a physical copy. 

(c) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $3,000,000. 

(Pub. L. 110–114, title II, § 2040, Nov. 8, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1100.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007, and not as part of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises 
this chapter. 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 110–114, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 2346. Project administration 

(a) Project tracking 

The Secretary shall assign a unique tracking 
number to each water resources project under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary to be used by 
each Federal agency throughout the life of the 
project. 

(b) Report repository 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall provide to the Library 
of Congress a copy of each final feasibility 
study, final environmental impact statement, 
final reevaluation report, record of decision, 
and report to Congress prepared by the Corps 
of Engineers. 

(2) Availability to public 

Each document described in paragraph (1) 
shall be made available to the public, and an 
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electronic copy of each document shall be 
made permanently available to the public 
through the Internet. 

(Pub. L. 110–114, title II, § 2041, Nov. 8, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1100.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007, and not as part of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises 
this chapter. 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 110–114, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 2347. Coordination and scheduling of Federal, 
State, and local actions 

(a) Notice of intent 

Upon request of the non-Federal interest in 
the form of a written notice of intent to con-
struct or modify a non-Federal water supply, 
wastewater infrastructure, flood damage reduc-
tion, storm damage reduction, ecosystem res-
toration, or navigation project that requires the 
approval of the Secretary, the Secretary shall 
initiate, subject to subsection (c), procedures to 
establish a schedule for consolidating Federal, 
State, and local agency and Indian tribe envi-
ronmental assessments, project reviews, and is-
suance of all permits for the construction or 
modification of the project. All States and In-
dian tribes having jurisdiction over the proposed 
project shall be invited by the Secretary, but 
shall not be required, to participate in carrying 
out this section with respect to the project. 

(b) Coordination 

The Secretary shall seek, to the extent prac-
ticable, to consolidate hearing and comment pe-
riods, procedures for data collection and report 
preparation, and the environmental review and 
permitting processes associated with the project 
and related activities. The Secretary shall no-
tify, to the extent possible, the non-Federal in-
terest of its responsibilities for data develop-
ment and information that may be necessary to 
process each permit required for the project, in-
cluding a schedule when the information and 
data should be provided to the appropriate Fed-
eral, State, or local agency or Indian tribe. 

(c) Costs of coordination 

The costs incurred by the Secretary to estab-
lish and carry out a schedule to consolidate Fed-
eral, State, and local agency and Indian tribe 
environmental assessments, project reviews, and 
permit issuance for a project under this section 
shall be paid by the non-Federal interest. 

(d) Report on timesavings methods 

Not later than 3 years after November 8, 2007, 
the Secretary shall prepare and transmit to 
Congress a report estimating the time required 
for the issuance of all Federal, State, local, and 
tribal permits for the construction of non-Fed-
eral projects for water supply, wastewater infra-
structure, flood damage reduction, storm dam-
age reduction, ecosystem restoration, and navi-
gation. 

(Pub. L. 110–114, title II, § 2044, Nov. 8, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1102.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2007, and not as part of the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1986 which comprises 
this chapter. 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 110–114, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 2347a. Determination of project completion 

(a) In general 

The Secretary shall notify the applicable non- 
Federal interest when construction of a water 
resources project or a functional portion of the 
project is completed so the non-Federal interest 
may commence responsibilities, as applicable, 
for operating and maintaining the project. 

(b) Non-Federal interest appeal of determination 

(1) In general 

Not later than 7 days after receiving a noti-
fication under subsection (a), the non-Federal 
interest may appeal the completion deter-
mination of the Secretary in writing with a 
detailed explanation of the basis for question-
ing the completeness of the project or func-
tional portion of the project. 

(2) Independent review 

(A) In general 

On notification that a non-Federal inter-
est has submitted an appeal under paragraph 
(1), the Secretary shall contract with 1 or 
more independent, non-Federal experts to 
evaluate whether the applicable water re-
sources project or functional portion of the 
project is complete. 

(B) Timeline 

An independent review carried out under 
subparagraph (A) shall be completed not 
later than 180 days after the date on which 
the Secretary receives an appeal from a non- 
Federal interest under paragraph (1). 

(Pub. L. 113–121, title I, § 1010, June 10, 2014, 128 
Stat. 1217.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2014, and not as part of 
the Water Resources Development Act of 1986 which 
comprises this chapter. 

‘‘SECRETARY’’ DEFINED 

Secretary means the Secretary of the Army, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 113–121, set out as a note under section 
2201 of this title. 

§ 2348. Project acceleration 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Environmental impact statement 

The term ‘‘environmental impact state-
ment’’ means the detailed statement of envi-
ronmental impacts of a project required to be 
prepared pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.). 
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