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marily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes
and fittings, manhole covers and other munici-
pal castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe
clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel,
reinforced precast concrete, and construction
materials.

(c) Application

Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case or
category of cases in which the Administrator
finds that—

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest;

(2) iron and steel products are not produced
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities and of a satisfactory
quality; or

(38) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the
cost of the overall project by more than 25 per-
cent.

(d) Waiver

If the Administrator receives a request for a
waiver under this section, the Administrator
shall make available to the public, on an infor-
mal basis, a copy of the request and information
available to the Administrator concerning the
request, and shall allow for informal public
input on the request for at least 15 days prior to
making a finding based on the request. The Ad-
ministrator shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic
means, including on the official public Internet
Web site of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy.

(e) International agreements

This section shall be applied in a manner con-
sistent with United States obligations under
international agreements.

(Pub. L. 113-121, title V, §5035, June 10, 2014, 128
Stat. 1344.)
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§4001. Assessments
(a) Establishment of Inter-Agency Task Force

The President, through the Committee on En-
vironment and Natural Resources of the Na-
tional Science and Technology Council, shall es-
tablish an Inter-Agency Task Force on Harmful
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia. The Task Force
shall consist of a representative from—

(1) the Department of Commerce (who shall
serve as Chairman of the Task Force);
(2) the Environmental Protection Agency;
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(3) the Department of Agriculture;

(4) the Department of the Interior;

(5) the Department of the Navy;

(6) the Department of Health and Human
Services;

(7) the National Science Foundation;

(8) the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration;

(9) the Food and Drug Administration;

(10) the Office of Science and Technology
Policy;

(11) the Council on Environmental Quality;

(12) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention; and

(13) other Federal agencies as the President
considers appropriate.

(b) Assessment of harmful algal blooms

(1) Not later than 12 months after November
13, 1998, the Task Force, in cooperation with the
coastal States, Indian tribes, and local govern-
ments, industry (including agricultural organi-
zations), academic institutions, and non-govern-
mental organizations with expertise in coastal
zone management, shall complete and submit to
the Congress an assessment which examines the
ecological and economic consequences of harm-
ful algal blooms, alternatives for reducing, miti-
gating, and controlling harmful algal blooms,
and the social and economic costs and benefits
of such alternatives.

(2) The assessment shall—

(A) identify alternatives for preventing un-
necessary duplication of effort among Federal
agencies and departments with respect to
harmful algal blooms; and

(B) provide for Federal cooperation and co-
ordination with and assistance to the coastal
States, Indian tribes, and local governments
in the prevention, reduction, management,
mitigation, and control of harmful algal
blooms and their environmental and public
health impacts.

(c) Assessment of hypoxia

(1) Not later than 12 months after November
13, 1998, the Task Force, in cooperation with the
States, Indian tribes, local governments, indus-
try, agricultural, academic institutions, and
non-governmental organizations with expertise
in watershed and coastal zone management,
shall complete and submit to the Congress an
assessment which examines the ecological and
economic consequences of hypoxia in United
States coastal waters, alternatives for reducing,
mitigating, and controlling hypoxia, and the so-
cial and economic costs and benefits of such al-
ternatives.

(2) The assessment shall—

(A) establish needs, priorities, and guidelines
for a peer-reviewed, inter-agency research pro-
gram on the causes, characteristics, and im-
pacts of hypoxia;

(B) identify alternatives for preventing un-
necessary duplication of effort among Federal
agencies and departments with respect to hy-
poxia; and

(C) provide for Federal cooperation and co-
ordination with and assistance to the States,
Indian tribes, and local governments in the
prevention, reduction, management, mitiga-
tion, and control of hypoxia and its environ-
mental impacts.
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