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2011—Pub. L. 112-81, §631(d)(2), renumbered section
411e of this title as this section.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 112-81, §631(f)(4)(A), as amended
by Pub. L. 112-239, §1076(a)(9), substituted <474 for
404",

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 112-81, §631(e)(19), added subsec.

().

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100-456 substituted ‘‘inci-
dent to a personal emergency of the member’ for ‘‘inci-
dent to the serious illness or injury or the death of a
dependent of the member’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 112-239, div. A, title X, §1076(a), Jan. 2, 2013,
126 Stat. 1947, provided that the amendment made by

section 1076(a)(9) is effective Dec. 31, 2011, and as if in-
cluded in Pub. L. 112-81 as enacted.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 100456, div. A, title VI, §623(b), Sept. 29, 1988,
102 Stat. 1984, provided that: ‘“The amendment made by

subsection (a) [amending this section] shall apply with
respect to travel performed after September 30, 1988.""

§481f. Travel and transportation allowances:
transportation for survivors of deceased
member to attend member’s burial cere-
monies; transportation for survivors of mem-
ber dying overseas to attend transfer cere-
monies

(a) ALLOWANCES AUTHORIZED.—(1) The Sec-
retary concerned may provide round trip travel
and transportation allowances to eligible rel-
atives of a member of the uniformed services
who dies while on active duty or inactive duty
in order that the eligible relatives may attend
the burial ceremony of the deceased member at
the location determined under subsection (a)(8)
of section 1482 of title 10 or attend a memorial
service for the deceased member, under circum-
stances covered by subsection (d) of such sec-
tion.

(2) The Secretary concerned may provide
round trip travel and transportation allowances
to eligible relatives of a member of the uni-
formed services who dies while on active duty in
order that the eligible relatives may attend a
memorial service for the deceased member that
occurs at a location other than the location of
the burial ceremony for which travel and trans-
portation allowances are provided under para-
graph (1). Travel and transportation allowances
may be provided under this paragraph for travel
of eligible relatives to only one memorial serv-
ice for the deceased member concerned.

(3) The Secretary concerned may also provide
round trip travel and transportation allowances
to an attendant who accompanies an eligible rel-
ative provided travel and transportation allow-
ances under paragraph (1) for travel to the bur-
ial ceremony if the Secretary concerned deter-
mines that—

(A) the accompanied eligible relative is un-
able to travel unattended because of age, phys-
ical condition, or other justifiable reason; and

(B) there is no other eligible relative of the
deceased member traveling to the burial cere-
mony who is eligible for travel and transpor-
tation allowances under paragraph (1) and is
qualified to serve as the attendant.

(b) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT.—Allowances for
travel under subsection (a) may not exceed the

rates for two days and the time necessary for
such travel.

(¢) ELIGIBLE RELATIVES.—(1) The following
members of the family of a deceased member of
the uniformed services are eligible for the travel
and transportation allowances under paragraphs
(1) and (2) of subsection (a):

(A) The surviving spouse (including a remar-
ried surviving spouse) of the deceased member.

(B) The child or children of the deceased
member (including stepchildren, adopted chil-
dren, and illegitimate children).

(C) The parent or parents of the deceased
member (as defined in section 401(b)(2) of this
title).

(D) The sibling or siblings of the deceased
member.

(E) The person who directs the disposition of
the remains of the deceased member under
section 1482(c) of title 10 or, in the case of a de-
ceased member whose remains are commin-
gled and buried in a common grave in a na-
tional cemetery, the person who would have
been designated under such section to direct
the disposition of the remains if individual
identification had been made.

(2) If no person described in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) of paragraph (1) is provided travel
and transportation allowances under paragraph
(1) or (2) of subsection (a), the travel and trans-
portation allowances may be provided to one or
two other persons who are closely related to the
deceased member and are selected by the person
referred to in paragraph (1)(E). A person pro-
vided travel and transportation allowances
under this paragraph is in addition to the person
referred to in paragraph (1)(E).

(d) TRANSPORTATION TO TRANSFER CEREMONIES
OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES WHO DIE
OVERSEAS.—(1) The Secretary of the military de-
partment concerned may provide round trip
transportation to ceremonies for the transfer of
a member of the armed forces who dies while lo-
cated or serving overseas (including during a hu-
manitarian relief operation) to the following:

(A) The primary next of kin of the member.

(B) Two family members (other than pri-
mary next of kin) of the member.

(C) One or more additional family members
of the member, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary.

(2)(A) For purposes of this subsection, the pri-
mary next of kin of a member of the armed
forces shall be the eligible relatives of the mem-
ber specified in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of
subsection (¢)(1).

(B) The Secretaries of the military depart-
ments shall prescribe in regulations the family
members of a member of the armed forces who
shall constitute family members for purposes of
subparagraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph (1). The
Secretary of Defense shall ensure that such reg-
ulations are uniform across the military depart-
ments.

(3) Transportation shall be provided under this
subsection by means of Invitational Travel Au-
thorizations.

(4) The Secretary of a military department
may, upon the request of the primary next of
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kin covered by paragraph (1)(A) and at the dis-
cretion of the Secretary, provide for the accom-
paniment of such next of kin in travel under this
subsection by a casualty assistance officer or
family liaison officer of the military department
who shall act as an escort in such accompani-
ment.

(e) BURIAL CEREMONY DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘burial ceremony’ includes the
following:

(1) An interment of casketed or cremated re-
mains.

(2) A placement of cremated remains in a
columbarium.

(3) A memorial service for which reimburse-
ment is authorized under section 1482(d)(2) of
title 10.

(4) A burial of commingled remains that can-
not be individually identified in a common
grave in a national cemetery.

(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretaries concerned
shall prescribe uniform regulations to carry out
this section.

(g) TERMINATION.—No travel and transpor-
tation allowance or reimbursement may be pro-
vided under this section for travel that begins
after the travel authorities transition expira-
tion date.

(Added Pub. L. 99-145, title VI, §620(a)(1), Nov. 8,
1985, 99 Stat. 642, §411f; amended Pub. L. 100-456,
div. A, title VI, §632(b), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat.
1986; Pub. L. 103-35, title II, §204(a)(2), May 31,
1993, 107 Stat. 102; Pub. L. 107-107, div. A, title
VI, §638(a), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1146; Pub. L.
108-375, div. A, title VI, §631, Oct. 28, 2004, 118
Stat. 1956; Pub. L. 110-181, div. A, title VI, §632,
Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 1564; Pub. L. 111-84, div. A,
title V, §542(b)(1), (2)(A), title VI, §631, Oct. 28,
2009, 123 Stat. 2299, 2300, 2359; renumbered §481f
and amended Pub. L. 112-81, div. A, title VI,
§631(d)(2), (e)(20), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1460,
1463; Pub. L. 114-92, div. A, title VI, §§621, 622(a),
Nov. 25, 2015, 129 Stat. 841.)

AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 114-92, §622(a), redesignated
subsec. (e) as (d) and struck out former subsec. (d)
which related to expanded allowances related to recov-
ery of remains from the Vietnam conflict.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 114-92, §622(a)(2), redesignated
subsec. (f) as (e). Former subsec. (e) redesignated (d).

Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 114-92, §621, inserted ‘‘(includ-
ing during a humanitarian relief operation)’ after ‘‘lo-
cated or serving overseas’’ in introductory provisions.

Subsecs. (f) to (h). Pub. L. 114-92, §622(a)(2), redesig-
nated subsecs. (f) to (h) as (e) to (g), respectively.

2011—Pub. L. 112-81, §631(d)(2), renumbered section
411f of this title as this section.

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 112-81, §631(e)(20), added subsec.
(h).

2009—Pub. L. 111-84, §542(b)(2)(A), substituted ‘‘mem-
ber’s burial ceremonies; transportation for survivors of
member dying overseas to attend transfer ceremonies’
for ‘‘the member’s burial ceremonies’ in section catch-
line.

Subsec. (a)(2), (3). Pub. L. 111-84, §631(a), added par.
(2) and redesignated former par. (2) as (3).

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 111-84, §631(b), in introductory
provisions of par. (1), substituted ‘‘paragraphs (1) and
(2) of subsection (a)”’ for ‘‘subsection (a)(1)”’ and, in par.
(2), substituted ‘“‘paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (a)”’
for ‘‘subsection (a)(1)”.

Subsecs. (e) to (g). Pub. L. 111-84, §542(b)(1), added
subsec. (e) and redesignated former subsecs. (e) and (f)
as (f) and (g), respectively.

2008—Subsec. (c)(1)(B). Pub. L. 110-181, §632(a)(1),
added subpar. (B) and struck out former subpar. (B)
which read as follows: ‘““The unmarried child or children
of the deceased member referred to in section 401(a)(2)
of this title.”

Subsec. (¢)(1)(D), (E). Pub. L. 110-181, §632(a)(2), added
subpars. (D) and (E).

Subsec. (¢)(2). Pub. L. 110-181, §632(b), amended par.
(2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as fol-
lows: “If no person described in paragraph (1) is pro-
vided travel and transportation allowances under sub-
section (a)(1), the travel and transportation allowances
may be provided to—

““(A) the person who directs the disposition of the
remains of the deceased member under section 1482(c)
of title 10, or, in the case of a deceased member whose
remains are commingled and buried in a common
grave in a national cemetery, the person who would
have been designated under such section to direct the
disposition of the remains if individual identification
had been made; and

‘(B) up to two additional persons closely related to
the deceased member who are selected by the person
referred to in subparagraph (A).”
2004—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108-375, §631(a), inserted

before period at end ‘‘at the location determined under
subsection (a)(8) of section 1482 of title 10 or attend a
memorial service for the deceased member, under cir-
cumstances covered by subsection (d) of such section”.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 108-375, §631(b), amended heading
and text of subsec. (b) generally. Prior to amendment,
text read as follows:

‘(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3), al-
lowances under subsection (a) are limited to travel and
transportation to a location in the United States, Puer-
to Rico, and the possessions of the United States and
may not exceed the rates for two days and the time
necessary for such travel.

‘(2) If a deceased member was ordered or called to ac-
tive duty from a place outside the United States, Puer-
to Rico, or the possessions of the United States, the al-
lowances authorized under subsection (a) may be pro-
vided to and from such place and may not exceed the
rates for two days and the time necessary for such trav-
el.

‘“(8) If a deceased member is interred in a cemetery
maintained by the American Battle Monuments Com-
mission, the travel and transportation allowances au-
thorized under subsection (a) may be provided to and
from such cemetery and may not exceed the rates for
two days and the time necessary for such travel.”

Subsec. (¢)(1)(C). Pub. L. 108-375, §631(c), substituted
““The” for “‘If no person described in subparagraph (A)
or (B) is provided travel and transportation allowances
under subsection (a)(1), the”’.

2001—Pub. L. 107-107 reenacted section catchline
without change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, text read as follows:

‘“(a) Under uniform regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retaries concerned, round trip travel and transpor-
tation allowances may be provided the dependents of a
member who dies while on active duty or inactive duty
in order that such dependents may attend the burial
ceremonies of the deceased member.

“(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), allow-
ances under this section are limited to travel and
transportation to a location in the United States, Puer-
to Rico, and the possessions of the United States and
may not exceed the rates for 2 days.

‘“(2) If a deceased member was ordered or called to ac-
tive duty from a place outside the United States, Puer-
to Rico, or the possessions of the United States, the al-
lowances authorized under this section may be provided
to and from such place and may be extended to accom-
modate the time necessary for such travel.

“(c) In this section, the term ‘dependents’ includes
the dependents specified in paragraphs (1) and (2) of
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section 401(a) of this title. However, if no person quali-
fies under such paragraphs, the parents of a member
(including stepparent or parent by adoption, or any
person, including a former stepparent, who has stood in
loco parentis to the member at any time for a continu-
ous period of at least 5 years before the member be-
came 21 years of age) may be paid the travel and trans-
portation allowances authorized under this section.”

1993—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 103-35 substituted ‘‘section
401(a) of this title” for ‘‘section 401 of this title”.

1988—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 100-456 substituted ‘‘or inac-
tive duty in order that such dependents may’’ for ‘‘for
a period of 30 days or more in order to’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §542(c), Oct. 28, 2009, 123
Stat. 2300, provided that: ‘“This section [amending this
section and enacting provisions set out as a note under
section 1482 of Title 10, Armed Forces] and the amend-
ments made by this section shall take effect on the
date that is one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act [Oct. 28, 2009].”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 107-107, div. A, title VI, §638(c), Dec. 28, 2001,
115 Stat. 1148, as amended by Pub. L. 112-81, div. A, title
VI, §631(f)(4)(B), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1465; Pub. L.
112-239, div. A, title X, §1076(a)(9), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat.
1948, provided that: ‘“Section 481f of title 37, United
States Code, as amended by subsection (a), shall apply
with respect to burial ceremonies of deceased members
of the uniformed services that occur on or after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 28, 2001].”’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 100-456, div. A, title VI, §632(c), Sept. 29, 1988,
102 Stat. 1986, provided that: ‘“The amendments made
by this section [amending this section and section 411h
of this title] shall take effect on October 1, 1988.”

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 99-145, title VI, §620(b), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat.
643, provided that: ‘“The travel and transportation al-
lowance authorized by the amendments made by this
section [enacting this section] is payable only for trav-
el that commences after September 30, 1985.”’

§481h. Travel and transportation allowances:
transportation of designated individuals inci-
dent to hospitalization of members for treat-
ment of wounds, illness, or injury

(a) TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION AUTHOR-
1ZED.—(1) Under uniform regulations prescribed
by the Secretaries concerned, travel and trans-
portation described in subsection (c) may be pro-
vided for not more than three individuals who,
with respect to a member described in paragraph
(2), are designated individuals for that member
if the attending physician or surgeon and the
commander or head of the military medical fa-
cility exercising control over the member deter-
mine, with respect to any such individual, that
the presence of such individual may contribute
to the member’s health and welfare. In circum-
stances determined to be appropriate by the
Secretary concerned, the Secretary may waive
the limitation on the number of designated indi-
viduals provided travel and transportation
under this section.

(2) A member referred to in paragraph (1) is a
member of the uniformed services who—

(A) is serving on active duty, is entitled to
pay and allowances under section 204(g) of this
title (or would be so entitled were it not for

offsetting earned income described in that sec-

tion), or is retired for the illness or injury re-

ferred to in subparagraph (B); and
(B) either—

(i) is seriously wounded, seriously ill, seri-
ously injured (including having a serious
mental disorder), or in a situation of immi-
nent death (whether or not electrical brain
activity still exists or brain death is de-
clared), and is hospitalized in a medical fa-
cility; or

(ii) is not described in clause (i), but has a
wound or an injury incurred in an operation
or area designated as a combat operation or
combat zone, respectively, by the Secretary
of Defense and is hospitalized in a medical
facility for treatment of that wound or in-
jury.

(3) Not more than a total of three roundtrips
may be provided under paragraph (1) in any 60-
day period at Government expense to the indi-
viduals who, with respect to a member, are the
designated individuals of that member in effect
during that period. However, if the Secretary
concerned has granted a waiver under the sec-
ond sentence of paragraph (1) with respect to a
member, then for any 60-day period in which the
waiver is in effect the limitation in the preced-
ing sentence shall be adjusted accordingly. In
addition, during any period during which there
is in effect a non-medical attendant designation
for a member under section 481k of this title,
not more than a total of two roundtrips may be
provided under paragraph (1) in any 60-day pe-
riod at Government expense until there no
longer is a designation of a non-medical attend-
ant or that designation transfers to another in-
dividual, in which case during the transfer pe-
riod three roundtrips may be provided.

(4) In the case of a designated individual who
is also a member of the uniformed services, that
member may be provided travel and transpor-
tation under this section in the same manner as
a designated individual who is not a member.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—(1) In this section, the term
“‘designated individual’, with respect to a mem-
ber, means—

(A) an individual designated by the member
for the purposes of this section; or
(B) in the case of a member who has not

made a designation under subparagraph (A)
and, as determined by the attending physician
or surgeon, is not able to make such a designa-
tion, an individual who, as designated by the
attending physician or surgeon and the com-
mander or head of the military medical facil-
ity exercising control over the member, is
someone with a personal relationship to the
member whose presence may aid and support
the health and welfare of the member during
the duration of the member’s inpatient treat-
ment.

(2) The designation of an individual as a des-
ignated individual for purposes of this section
may be changed at any time.

(3)(A) In this section, the term ‘‘health and
welfare”, with respect to a member, includes a
situation in which a decision must be made by
family members regarding the termination of
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