§7808

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 4207 of this
title as this section.

1983—Pub. L. 97-452 substituted ‘‘chapter 35 of title
31" for ‘‘section 3523 of title 31"".

1982—Pub. L. 97-295 substituted ‘‘section 3523 of title
31" for ‘“‘the Accounting and Auditing Act of 1950°".

1975—Pub. L. 93-604 substituted provisions that the
Service maintain a set of accounts which shall be au-
dited by the Comptroller General in accordance with
the provisions of the Accounting and Auditing Act of
1950 for provisions that the Service maintain an inte-
gral set of accounts which shall be audited annually by
the General Accounting Office in accordance with the
principles and procedures applicable to commercial
transactions as provided by sections 841-869 of Title 31
and that no other audit shall be required.

§7808. Service to be independent unit

It is the purpose of this chapter that, under
control and supervision of the Secretary, the
Service shall function as an independent unit in
the Department and shall have exclusive control
over all its activities including sales, procure-
ment and supply, finance, including disburse-
ments, and personnel management, except as
otherwise provided in this chapter.

(Pub. L. 85-857, Sept. 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 1250, §4208;
Pub. L. 97-295, §4(90), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1312;
renumbered §7808 and amended Pub. L. 10240,
title IV, §402(a), (b)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238;
Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), (b)(1), (2)(E), Aug. 6,
1991, 105 Stat. 404, 405.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40 renumbered section 4208 of this
title as this section.

Pub. L. 102-83 substituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘“Adminis-
trator” and ‘‘Department’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Administra-
tion”.

1982—Pub. L. 97-295 substituted
chapter” for ‘‘herein provided”.

§7809. Child-care centers

(a)(1) The Secretary, through the Service,
shall provide for the operation of child-care cen-
ters at Department facilities in accordance with
this section. The operation of such centers shall
be carried out to the extent that the Secretary
determines, based on the demand for the care in-
volved, that such operation is in the best inter-
est of the Department and that is practicable to
do so. The centers shall be available for the chil-
dren of Department employees and, to the ex-
tent space is available, the children of other em-
ployees of the Federal Government and the chil-
dren of employees of affiliated schools and cor-
porations created under section 7361 of this title.

(2) There shall be in the Service an official
who is responsible for all matters relating to the
provision of child-care services under the au-
thority of this section.

(b) The Service shall establish reasonable
charges for child-care services provided at each
child-care center operated under this section.
The charges shall be subject to the approval of
the Secretary. In the case of a center operated
directly by the Service, the charges with respect
to the center shall be sufficient to provide for
the operating expenses of the center, including
the expenses of personnel assigned to the center.
In the case of a center operated by a contractor

“provided in this

TITLE 38—VETERANS’ BENEFITS

Page 956

which is a for-profit entity, the charges shall be
established by taking into consideration the
value of the space and services furnished with
respect to the center under subsection (c)(1) of
this section.

(c) In connection with the establishment and
operation of any child-care center under this
section, the Secretary—

(1) shall furnish, at no cost to the center,
space in existing Department facilities and
utilities, custodial services, and other services
and amenities necessary (as determined by the
Secretary) for the health and safety of the
children provided care at the center;

(2) may, on a reimbursable basis, convert
space furnished under clause (1) of this sub-
section for use as the child-care center and
provide other items necessary for the oper-
ation of the center, including furniture, office
machines and equipment, and telephone serv-
ice, except that the Secretary may furnish
basic telephone service and surplus furniture
and equipment without reimbursement;

(3) shall provide for the participation (di-
rectly or through a parent advisory commit-
tee) of parents of children receiving care in
the center in the establishment of policies to
govern the operation of the center and in the
oversight of the implementation of such poli-
cies;

(4) shall require the development and use of
a process for determining the fitness and suit-
ability of prospective employees of or volun-
teers at the center; and

(5) shall require in connection with the oper-
ation of the center compliance with all State
and local laws, ordinances, and regulations re-
lating to health and safety and the operation
of child-care centers.

(d) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations
to carry out this section.

(e) For the purpose of this section, the term
“parent advisory committee’” means a commit-
tee comprised of, and selected by, the parents of
children receiving care in a child-care center op-
erated under this section.

(Added Pub. L. 100-322, title IV, §412(a), May 20,
1988, 102 Stat. 547, §4209; renumbered §7809 and
amended Pub. L. 102-40, title IV, §402(a), (b)(1),
(@)(1), May 7, 1991, 105 Stat. 238, 239; Pub. L.
102-54, §14(e)(8), June 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 287; Pub.
L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), (0)(1), (2)(E), Aug. 6, 1991,
105 Stat. 404, 405.)

AMENDMENTS

1991—Pub. L. 102-40, §402(a), (b)(1), renumbered sec-
tion 4209 of this title as this section.

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), sub-
stituted ‘‘Secretary’ for ‘‘Administrator” in two
places.

Pub. L. 102-83, §4(a)(3), (4), substituted ‘“‘Department”’
for ‘“Veterans’ Administration’ wherever appearing.

Pub. L. 102-54 amended subsec. (a)(1) as in effect im-
mediately before the enactment of Pub. L. 102-40 by
substituting ‘‘child-care’’ for ‘‘child care’’.

Pub. L. 102-40, §402(d)(1), substituted
41617

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 102-54 amended subsec. (a)(2) as
in effect immediately before the enactment of Pub. L.
10240 by substituting ‘‘child-care’ for ‘‘child care’’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102-83, §4(b)(1), (2)(E), substituted
‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’.
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