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relating to responsibilities of the Secretary of State
and the Postal Service for international postal arrange-
ments.

1998—Pub. L. 105-277 substituted ‘‘International Post-
al Arrangements’” for ‘‘International postal arrange-
ments’ in section catchline and amended text gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows:

‘“(a) The Postal Service, with the consent of the
President, may negotiate and conclude postal treaties
or conventions, and may establish the rates of postage
or other charges on mail matter conveyed between the
United States and other countries. The decisions of the
Postal Service construing or interpreting the provi-
sions of any treaty or convention which has been or
may be negotiated and concluded shall, if approved by
the President, be conclusive upon all officers of the
Government of the United States.

“(b) The Postal Service shall transmit a copy of each
postal convention concluded with other governments to
the Secretary of State, who shall furnish a copy of the
same to the Public Printer for publication.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 109-435, title IV, §405(b), Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat.
3232, provided that: ‘“‘Notwithstanding any provision of
the amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this
section], the authority of the United States Postal
Service to establish the rates of postage or other
charges on mail matter conveyed between the United
States and other countries shall remain available to
the Postal Service until—

‘(1) with respect to market-dominant products, the
date as of which the regulations promulgated under
section 3622 of title 39, United States Code (as amend-
ed by section 201(a)) take effect; and

‘(2) with respect to competitive products, the date
as of which the regulations promulgated under sec-
tion 3633 of title 39, United States Code (as amended
by section 202) take effect.”

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution
No. 71-9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of
Pub. L. 91-375, set out as a note preceding section 101
of this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO STATE DEPARTMENT

Pub. L. 105-277, §101(h) [title VI, §633(d)], Oct. 21, 1998,
112 Stat. 2681-480, 2681-524, provided that: ‘“‘In fiscal
year 1999 and each fiscal year hereafter, the Postal
Service shall allocate to the Department of State from
any funds available to the Postal Service such sums as
may be reasonable, documented and auditable for the
Department of State to carry out the activities of Sec-
tion 407 of title 39 of the United States Code.”

§408. International money-order exchanges

The Postal Service may make arrangements
with other governments, with which postal con-
ventions are or may be concluded, for the ex-
change of sums of money by means of postal or-
ders. It shall fix limitations on the amount
which may be so exchanged and the rates of ex-
change.

(Pub. L. 91-375, Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 725.)
EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective July 1, 1971, pursuant to Resolution
No. 71-9 of the Board of Governors. See section 15(a) of
Pub. L. 91-375, set out as a note preceding section 101
of this title.

§409. Suits by and against the Postal Service

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this title,
the United States district courts shall have
original but not exclusive jurisdiction over all
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actions brought by or against the Postal Serv-
ice. Any action brought in a State court to
which the Postal Service is a party may be re-
moved to the appropriate United States district
court under the provisions of chapter 89 of title
28.

(b) Unless otherwise provided in this title, the
provisions of title 28 relating to service of proc-
ess, venue, and limitations of time for bringing
action in suits in which the United States, its
officers, or employees are parties, and the rules
of procedure adopted under title 28 for suits in
which the United States, its officers, or employ-
ees are parties, shall apply in like manner to
suits in which the Postal Service, its officers, or
employees are parties.

(c) The provisions of chapter 171 and all other
provisions of title 28 relating to tort claims
shall apply to tort claims arising out of activi-
ties of the Postal Service.

(d)(1) For purposes of the provisions of law
cited in paragraphs (2)(A) and (2)(B), respec-
tively, the Postal Service—

(A) shall be considered to be a ‘‘person’’, as
used in the provisions of law involved; and

(B) shall not be immune under any other
doctrine of sovereign immunity from suit in

Federal court by any person for any violation

of any of those provisions of law by any officer

or employee of the Postal Service.

(2) This subsection applies with respect to—

(A) the Act of July 5, 1946 (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Trademark Act of 1946 (15
U.S.C. 1051 and following)); and

(B) the provisions of section 5 of the Federal
Trade Commission Act to the extent that such
section 5 applies to unfair or deceptive acts or
practices.

(e)(1) To the extent that the Postal Service, or
other Federal agency acting on behalf of or in
concert with the Postal Service, engages in con-
duct with respect to any product which is not
reserved to the United States under section 1696
of title 18, the Postal Service or other Federal
agency (as the case may be)—

(A) shall not be immune under any doctrine
of sovereign immunity from suit in Federal
court by any person for any violation of Fed-
eral law by such agency or any officer or em-
ployee thereof; and

(B) shall be considered to be a person (as de-
fined in subsection (a) of the first section of
the Clayton Act) for purposes of—

(i) the antitrust laws (as defined in such
subsection); and
(ii) section 5 of the Federal Trade Commis-

sion Act to the extent that such section 5

applies to unfair methods of competition.

For purposes of the preceding sentence, any pri-
vate carriage of mail allowable by virtue of sec-
tion 601 shall not be considered a service re-
served to the United States under section 1696 of
title 18.

(2) No damages, interest on damages, costs or
attorney’s fees may be recovered, and no crimi-
nal liability may be imposed, under the anti-
trust laws (as so defined) from any officer or em-
ployee of the Postal Service, or other Federal
agency acting on behalf of or in concert with the
Postal Service, acting in an official capacity.
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