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§ 9835a. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–252, title I, § 106, 
May 18, 1994, 108 Stat. 629 

Section, Pub. L. 97–35, title VI, § 640A, as added Pub. 
L. 101–501, title I, § 106, Nov. 3, 1990, 104 Stat. 1229; 
amended Pub. L. 102–401, § 2(k)(2), Oct. 7, 1992, 106 Stat. 
1958, directed Secretary to prepare both interim and 
final comprehensive reports to Congress on administra-
tion, funding, and demographics of Head Start pro-
grams. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective May 18, 1994, but not applicable to 
Head Start agencies and other recipients of financial 
assistance under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et 
seq.) until Oct. 1, 1994, see section 127 of Pub. L. 103–252, 
set out as an Effective Date of 1994 Amendment note 
under section 9832 of this title. 

§ 9836. Designation of Head Start agencies 

(a) Authority to designate 

(1) In general 

The Secretary is authorized to designate as 
a Head Start agency any local public or pri-
vate nonprofit agency, including community- 
based and faith-based organizations, or for- 
profit agency, within a community, pursuant 
to the requirements of this section. 

(2) Interim policy 

Notwithstanding paragraph (1), until such 
time as the Secretary develops and imple-
ments the system for designation renewal 
under this section, the Secretary is authorized 
to designate as a Head Start agency, any local 
public or private nonprofit agency, including 
community-based and faith-based organiza-
tions, or for-profit agency, within a commu-
nity, in the manner and process utilized by the 
Secretary prior to December 12, 2007. 

(b) Application for designation renewal 

To be considered for designation renewal, an 
entity shall submit an application to the Sec-
retary, at such time and in such manner as the 
Secretary may require. 

(c) System for designation renewal 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall develop a system for 
designation renewal that integrates the rec-
ommendations of the expert panel convened 
under paragraph (2) to determine if a Head 
Start agency is delivering a high-quality and 
comprehensive Head Start program that meets 
the educational, health, nutritional, and so-
cial needs of the children and families it 
serves, and meets program and financial man-
agement requirements and standards described 
in section 9836a(a)(1) of this title, based on— 

(A) annual budget and fiscal management 
data; 

(B) program reviews conducted under sec-
tion 9836a(c) of this title; 

(C) annual audits required under section 
9842 of this title; 

(D) classroom quality as measured under 
section 9836a(c)(2)(F) of this title; and 

(E) Program Information Reports. 

(2) Expert panel 

Not later than 3 months after December 12, 
2007, the Secretary shall convene an expert 

panel of 7 members to make recommendations 
to the Secretary on the development of a 
transparent, reliable, and valid system for des-
ignation renewal. 

(3) Composition of expert panel 

The Secretary, in convening such panel, 
shall appoint the following: 

(A)(i) One member, who has demonstrated 
competency, as evidenced by training, exper-
tise, and experience, in early childhood pro-
gram accreditation. 

(ii) One member, who has demonstrated 
competency (as so evidenced) in research on 
early childhood development. 

(iii) One member, who has demonstrated 
competency (as so evidenced) in governance 
and finance of nonprofit organizations. 

(iv) One member, who has demonstrated 
competency (as so evidenced) in delivery of 
services to populations of children with spe-
cial needs and their families. 

(v) One member, who has demonstrated 
competency (as so evidenced) in assessment 
and evaluation of programs serving young 
children. 

(B) An employee from the Office of Head 
Start. 

(C) An executive director of a Head Start 
agency. 

(4) Expert panel report 

Within 9 months after being convened by the 
Secretary, the expert panel shall issue a re-
port to the Secretary that provides recom-
mendations on a proposed system for designa-
tion renewal that takes into account the cri-
teria in subparagraphs (A) through (E) of para-
graph (1) to evaluate whether a Head Start 
agency is fulfilling its mission to deliver a 
high-quality and comprehensive Head Start 
program, including adequately meeting its 
governance, legal, and financial management 
requirements. 

(5) Public comment and consideration 

Not later than 3 months after receiving the 
report described in paragraph (4), the Sec-
retary shall publish a notice describing a pro-
posed system for designation renewal in the 
Federal Register, including a proposal for the 
transition to such system, providing at least 
90 days for public comment. The Secretary 
shall review and consider public comments 
prior to finalizing the system for designation 
renewal described in this subsection. 

(6) Designation renewal system 

Not later than 12 months after publishing a 
notice describing the proposed system under 
paragraph (5), the Secretary shall implement 
the system for designation renewal and use 
that system to determine— 

(A) whether a Head Start grantee is suc-
cessfully delivering a high-quality and com-
prehensive Head Start program; and 

(B) whether the grantee has any unre-
solved deficiencies found during the last tri-
ennial review under section 9836a(c) of this 
title. 
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