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SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS
AND POLICIES

§12701. National housing goal

The Congress affirms the national goal that
every American family be able to afford a decent
home in a suitable environment.

(Pub. L. 101-625, title I, §101, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4085.)

SHORT TITLE OF 2003 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 108-186, title I, §101, Dec. 16, 2003, 117 Stat.
2685, provided that: ‘‘This title [amending part E of sub-
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chapter II of this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Amer-
ican Dream Downpayment Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-569, title I, §101, Dec. 27, 2000, 114 Stat.
2946, provided that: ‘“This title [amending sections 5307,
12705c, and 12705d of this title] may be cited as the
‘Housing Affordability Barrier Removal Act of 2000°.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 101-625, §1(a), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4079, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [see Tables for classification]
may be cited as the ‘Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act’.”

Pub. L. 101-625, title II, §201, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat.
4094, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting subchapter II
of this chapter, amending section 1437f of this title, and
repealing sections 14370 and 1452b of this title, section
1706e of Title 12, Banks and Banking, and provisions set
out as a note under section 1715/ of Title 12] may be
cited as the ‘HOME Investment Partnerships Act’.”

Pub. L. 101-625, title III, §301, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat.
4129, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle A
(8§301-310) of title III of Pub. L. 101-625, enacting sub-
chapter III of this chapter] may be cited as the ‘Na-
tional Homeownership Trust Act’.”

MILLENNIAL HOUSING COMMISSION

Pub. L. 107-73, title II, Nov. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 671, pro-
vided in part: ‘“That $1,500,000 shall be for necessary ex-
penses of the Millennial Housing Commission, as au-
thorized by section 206 of Public Law 106-74 [set out
below], with the final report due no later than May 30,
2002 and a termination date of August 30, 2002, notwith-
standing section 206(f) and (g) of Public Law 106-74"".

Pub. L. 106-74, title II, §206, Oct. 20, 1999, 113 Stat.
1070, as amended by Pub. L. 106-554, §1(a)(4) [div. B,
title X, §1001], Dec. 21, 2000, 114 Stat. 2763, 2763A-310,
provided that:

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established a
commission to be known as the Millennial Housing
Commission (in this section referred to as the ‘Commis-
sion’).

“(b) STUDY.—The duty of the Commission shall be to
conduct a study that examines, analyzes, and ex-
plores—

‘(1) the importance of housing, particularly afford-
able housing which includes housing for the elderly,
to the infrastructure of the United States;

‘“(2) the various possible methods for increasing the
role of the private sector in providing affordable
housing in the United States, including the effective-
ness and efficiency of such methods; and

‘“(3) whether the existing programs of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development work in
conjunction with one another to provide better hous-
ing opportunities for families, neighborhoods, and
communities, and how such programs can be im-
proved with respect to such purpose.

‘“(c) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Commission
shall be composed of 22 members, appointed not later
than January 1, 2000, as follows:

‘“(A) Two co-chairpersons appointed by—

‘(1) one co-chairperson appointed by a commit-
tee consisting of the chairmen of the Subcommit-
tees on the Departments of Veterans Affairs and
Housing and Urban Development, and Independ-
ent Agencies of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and the
Senate, and the chairman of the Subcommittee
on Housing and Community Opportunities of the
House of Representatives and the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Housing and Transportation of
the Senate; and

‘“(ii) one co-chairperson appointed by a commit-
tee consisting of the ranking minority members
of the Subcommittees on the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
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ment, and Independent Agencies of the Commit-

tees on Appropriations of the House of Represent-

atives and the Senate, and the ranking minority
member of the Subcommittee on Housing and

Community Opportunities of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the ranking minority member of

the Subcommittee on Housing and Transpor-
tation of the Senate.

“(B) Ten members appointed by the Chairman
and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Representatives
and the Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee on Banking and Financial Services
[now Committee on Financial Services] of the
House of Representatives.

“(C) Ten members appointed by the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate and the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate.
‘(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—Appointees should have prov-

en expertise in directing, assemblying, or applying
capital resources from a variety of sources to the suc-
cessful development of affordable housing or the revi-
talization of communities, including economic and
job development.

“(3) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy on the Commission
shall not affect its powers and shall be filled in the
manner in which the original appointment was made.

‘“(4) CHAIRPERSONS.—The members appointed pursu-
ant to paragraph (1)(A) shall serve as co-chairpersons
of the Commission.

‘“(5) PROHIBITION OF PAY.—Members of the Commis-
sion shall serve without pay.

‘(6) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of the Com-
mission shall receive travel expenses, including per
diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with sec-
tions 5702 and 5703 of title 5, United States Code.

“(7) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of the
Commission shall constitute a quorum but a lesser
number may hold hearings.

¢(8) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet at the
call of the Chairpersons.

‘“(d) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.—

‘(1) DIRECTOR.—The Commission shall have a Di-
rector who shall be appointed by the Chairperson.
The Director shall be paid at a rate not to exceed the
rate of basic pay payable for level III of the Executive
Schedule.

“(2) STAFF.—The Commission may appoint person-
nel as appropriate. The staff of the Commission shall
be appointed subject to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing appointments in the
competitive service, and shall be paid in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter III
of chapter 53 of that title relating to classification
and General Schedule pay rates.

“(3) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Commission
may procure temporary and intermittent services
under section 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code,
but at rates for individuals not to exceed the daily
equivalent of the maximum annual rate of basic pay
payable for the General Schedule.

‘“(4) STAFF OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Upon request of
the Commission, the head of any Federal department
or agency may detail, on a non-reimbursable basis,
any of the personnel of that department or agency to
the Commission to assist it in carrying out its duties
under this Act.

“(e) POWERS.—

‘(1) HEARINGS AND SESSIONS.—The Commission
may, for the purpose of carrying out this section,
hold hearings, sit and act at times and places, take
testimony, and receive evidence as the Commission
considers appropriate.

“(2) POWERS OF MEMBERS AND AGENTS.—Any mem-
ber or agent of the Commission may, if authorized by
the Commission, take any action which the Commis-
sion is authorized to take by this section.

‘“(3) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Commission
may secure directly from any department or agency
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of the United States information necessary to enable

it to carry out this Act. Upon request of the Chair-

persons of the Commission, the head of that depart-
ment or agency shall furnish that information to the

Commission.

‘“(4) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.—The Commis-
sion may accept, use, and dispose of gifts, bequests,
or devises of services or property, both real and per-
sonal, for the purpose of aiding or facilitating the
work of the Commission. Gifts, bequests, or devises of
money and proceeds from sales of other property re-
ceived as gifts, bequests, or devises shall be deposited
in the Treasury and shall be available for disburse-
ment upon order of the Commission.

‘(5) MAILS.—The Commission may use the United
States mails in the same manner and under the same
conditions as other departments and agencies of the
United States.

‘“(6) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.—Upon the
request of the Commission, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall provide to the Commission, on a
reimbursable basis, the administrative support serv-
ices necessary for the Commission to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under this section.

‘(7) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission may
contract with and compensate Government and pri-
vate agencies or persons for services, without regard
to section 3709 of the Revised Statutes ([former] 41
U.S.C. 5) [see 41 U.S.C. 6101].

““(f) REPORT.—The Commission shall submit to the
Committees on Appropriations and Banking and Finan-
cial Services [now Committee on Financial Services] of
the House of Representatives and the Committees on
Appropriations and Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate a final report not later than March
1, 2002. The report shall contain a detailed statement of
the findings and conclusions of the Commission with
respect to the study conducted under subsection (b), to-
gether with its recommendations for legislation, ad-
ministrative actions, and any other actions the Com-
mission considers appropriate.

‘(g) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall terminate
on June 30, 2002. Section 14(a)(2)(B) of the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (6 U.S.C. App.; relating to the ter-
mination of advisory committees) shall not apply to
the Commission.”

COMMISSION ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND HEALTH
FACILITY NEEDS FOR SENIORS IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Pub. L. 107-73, title II, Nov. 26, 2001, 115 Stat. 671, pro-
vided in part: ““That $1,000,000 shall be for necessary ex-
penses of the commission established under section 525
of the Preserving Affordable Housing for Senior Citi-
zens and Families in the 21st Century Act [Pub. L.
106-74, set out below], with the final report due no later
than June 30, 2002 and a termination date of September
30, 2002, notwithstanding section 525(f) and (g) of Public
Law 106-74".

Pub. L. 106-74, title V, §525, Oct. 20, 1999, 113 Stat.
1106, as amended by Pub. L. 106-377, §1(a)(1) [title II,
§230], Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1441, 1441A-31, provided
that:

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established a
commission to be known as the Commission on Afford-
able Housing and Health Facility Needs for Seniors in
the 21st Century (in this section referred to as the
‘Commission’[)].

““(b) STuDY.—The duty of the Commission shall be to
conduct a study that—

‘(1) compiles and interprets information regarding
the expected increase in the population of persons 62
years of age or older, particularly information re-
garding distribution of income levels, homeownership
and home equity rates, and degree or extent of health
and independence of living;

‘“(2) provides an estimate of the future needs of sen-
iors for affordable housing and assisted living and
health care facilities;

‘(38) provides a comparison of estimate of such fu-
ture needs with an estimate of the housing and facili-
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ties expected to be provided under existing public
programs, and identifies possible actions or initia-
tives that may assist in providing affordable housing
and assisted living and health care facilities to meet
such expected needs;

‘“(4) identifies and analyzes methods of encouraging
increased private sector participation, investment,
and capital formation in affordable housing and as-
sisted living and health care facilities for seniors
through partnerships between public and private en-
tities and other creative strategies;

‘“(5) analyzes the costs and benefits of comprehen-
sive aging-in-place strategies, taking into consider-
ation physical and mental well-being and the impor-
tance of coordination between shelter and supportive
services;

‘(6) identifies and analyzes methods of promoting a
more comprehensive approach to dealing with hous-
ing and supportive service issues involved in aging
and the multiple governmental agencies involved in
such issues, including the Department of Housing and
Urban Development and the Department of Health
and Human Services; and

‘“(7) examines how to establish intergenerational
learning and care centers and living arrangements, in
particular to facilitate appropriate environments for
families consisting only of children and a grand-
parent or grandparents who are the head of the
household.

‘“(c) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Commission
shall be composed of 14 members, appointed not later
than January 1, 2000, as follows:

““(A) Two co-chairpersons, of whom—

‘(i) one co-chairperson shall be appointed by a
committee consisting of the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Housing and Community Opportu-
nities of the House of Representatives and the
chairman of the Subcommittee on Housing and
Transportation of the Senate, and the chairmen
of the Subcommittees on the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Independent Agencies of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate; and

‘‘(ii) one co-chairperson shall be appointed by a
committee consisting of the ranking minority
member of the Subcommittee on Housing and
Community Opportunities of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the ranking minority member of
the Subcommittee on Housing and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, and the ranking minority
members of the Subcommittees on the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban
Development, and Independent Agencies of the
Committees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate.

‘(B) Six members appointed by the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on
Banking and Financial Services [now Committee on
Financial Services] of the House of Representatives
and the Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

“(C) Six members appointed by the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate
and the Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate.
“(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—Appointees should have prov-

en expertise in directing, assembling, or applying
capital resources from a variety of sources to the suc-
cessful development of affordable housing, assisted
living facilities, or health care facilities.

‘“(3) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy on the Commission
shall not affect its powers and shall be filled in the
manner in which the original appointment was made.

‘“(4) CHAIRPERSONS.—The members appointed pursu-
ant to paragraph (1)(A) shall serve as co-chairpersons
of the Commission.
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‘“(5) PROHIBITION OF PAY.—Members of the Commis-
sion shall serve without pay.

‘“(6) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Each member of the Com-
mission shall receive travel expenses, including per
diem in lieu of subsistence, in accordance with sec-
tions 5702 and 5703 of title 5, United States Code.

‘(T QUORUM.—A majority of the members of the
Commission shall constitute a quorum but a lesser
number may hold hearings.

‘“(8) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet at the
call of the Chairpersons.

*‘(d) DIRECTOR AND STAFF.—

‘(1) DIRECTOR.—The Commission shall have a Di-
rector who shall be appointed by the Chairperson.
The Director shall be paid at a rate not to exceed the
rate of basic pay payable for level V of the Executive
Schedule.

‘“(2) STAFF.—The Commission may appoint person-
nel as appropriate. The staff of the Commission shall
be appointed subject to the provisions of title 5,
United States Code, governing appointments in the
competitive service, and shall be paid in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 51 and subchapter IIT
of chapter 53 of that title relating to classification
and General Schedule pay rates.

‘(3) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Commission
may procure temporary and intermittent services
under section 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code,
but at rates for individuals not to exceed the daily
equivalent of the maximum annual rate of basic pay
payable for the General Schedule.

‘“(4) STAFF OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Upon request of
the Commission, the head of any Federal department
or agency may detail, on a reimbursable basis, any of
the personnel of that department or agency to the
Commission to assist it in carrying out its duties
under this Act.

‘“(e) POWERS.—

‘(1) HEARINGS AND SESSIONS.—The Commission
may, for the purpose of carrying out this section,
hold hearings, sit and act at times and places, take
testimony, and receive evidence as the Commission
considers appropriate.

‘(2) POWERS OF MEMBERS AND AGENTS.—Any mem-
ber or agent of the Commission may, if authorized by
the Commission, take any action which the Commis-
sion is authorized to take by this section.

‘(3) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Commission
may secure directly from any department or agency
of the United States information necessary to enable
it to carry out this Act. Upon request of the Chair-
persons of the Commission, the head of that depart-
ment or agency shall furnish that information to the
Commission.

‘“(4) GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND DEVISES.—The Commis-
sion may accept, use, and dispose of gifts, bequests,
or devises of services or property, both real and per-
sonal, for the purpose of aiding or facilitating the
work of the Commission. Gifts, bequests, or devises of
money and proceeds from sales of other property re-
ceived as gifts, bequests, or devises shall be deposited
in the Treasury and shall be available for disburse-
ment upon order of the Commission.

‘(5) MAILS.—The Commission may use the United
States mails in the same manner and under the same
conditions as other departments and agencies of the
United States.

¢(6) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES.—Upon the
request of the Commission, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall provide to the Commission, on a
reimbursable basis, the administrative support serv-
ices necessary for the Commission to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under this section.

‘(7) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—The Commission may
contract with and compensate Government and pri-
vate agencies or persons for services, without regard
to section 3709 of the Revised Statutes ([former] 41
U.S.C. 5) [see 41 U.S.C. 6101].

‘“(f) REPORT.—The Commission shall submit to the
Committees on Banking and Financial Services [now
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Committee on Financial Services] and Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Committees on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs and Appropria-
tions of the Senate, a final report not later than De-
cember 31, 2001. The report shall contain a detailed
statement of the findings and conclusions of the Com-
mission with respect to the study conducted under sub-
section (b), together with its recommendations for leg-
islation, administrative actions, and any other actions
the Commission considers appropriate.

‘“(g) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall terminate
on June 30, 2002. Section 14(a)(2)(B) of the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act (6 U.S.C. App.; relating to the ter-
mination of advisory committees) shall not apply to
the Commission.”

§ 12702. Objective of national housing policy

The objective of national housing policy shall
be to reaffirm the long-established national
commitment to decent, safe, and sanitary hous-
ing for every American by strengthening a na-
tionwide partnership of public and private insti-
tutions able—

(1) to ensure that every resident of the
United States has access to decent shelter or
assistance in avoiding homelessness;

(2) to increase the Nation’s supply of decent
housing that is affordable to low-income and
moderate-income families and accessible to
job opportunities;

(3) to improve housing opportunities for all
residents of the United States, particularly
members of disadvantaged minorities, on a
nondiscriminatory basis;

(4) to help make neighborhoods safe and liv-
able;

(5) to expand opportunities for homeowner-
ship;

(6) to provide every American community
with a reliable, readily available supply of
mortgage finance at the lowest possible inter-
est rates; and

(7) to encourage tenant empowerment and
reduce generational poverty in federally as-
sisted and public housing by improving the
means by which self-sufficiency may be
achieved.

(Pub. L. 101-625, title I, §102, Nov. 28, 1990, 104
Stat. 4085.)

§12703. Purposes of Cranston-Gonzalez National
Affordable Housing Act

The purposes of this Act are—

(1) to help families not owning a home to
save for a down payment for the purchase of a
home;

(2) to retain wherever feasible as housing af-
fordable to low-income families those dwelling
units produced for such purpose with Federal
assistance;

(3) to extend and strengthen partnerships
among all levels of government and the pri-
vate sector, including for-profit and nonprofit
organizations, in the production and operation
of housing affordable to low-income and mod-
erate-income families;

(4) to expand and improve Federal rental as-
sistance for very low-income families; and

(5) to increase the supply of supportive hous-
ing, which combines structural features and
services needed to enable persons with special
needs to live with dignity and independence.
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