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(2) Corrective action plan

If the Attorney General, after reviewing a
report under subsection (a)(1) of this section
or a determination under subsection (a)(3) of
this section, determines that a State is not in
compliance with the terms and conditions of
the grant, the Attorney General shall consult
with the appropriate State authorities to
enter into a plan for corrective action. If the
State does not agree to a plan for corrective
action that has been approved by the Attorney
General within 90 days after the submission of
the report under subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion or the determination under subsection
(a)(3) of this section, the Attorney General
shall, within 30 days, issue guidance to the
State regarding corrective action to bring the
State into compliance.

(3) Report to Congress

Not later than 90 days after the earlier of
the implementation of a corrective action plan
or the issuance of guidance under paragraph
(2), the Attorney General shall submit a report
to the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on the Judiciary of the Senate as to whether
the State has taken corrective action and is in
compliance with the terms and conditions of
the grant.

(c) Penalties for noncompliance

If the State fails to take the prescribed correc-
tive action under subsection (b) of this section
and is not in compliance with the terms and
conditions of the grant, the Attorney General
shall discontinue all further funding under sec-
tions 14163 and 14163a of this title and require
the State to return the funds granted under such
sections for that fiscal year. Nothing in this
paragraph shall prevent a State which has been
subject to penalties for noncompliance from re-
applying for a grant under this part in another
fiscal year.

(d) Periodic reports

During the grant period, the Inspector General
shall periodically review the compliance of each
State with the terms and conditions of the
grant.

(e) Administrative costs

Not less than 2.5 percent of the funds appro-
priated to carry out this part for each of fiscal
years 2005 through 2009 shall be made available
to the Inspector General for purposes of carry-
ing out this section. Such sums shall remain
available until expended.

(f) Special rule for “statutory procedure” States
not in substantial compliance with statutory
procedures

(1) In general

In the case of a State that employs a statu-
tory procedure described in section
14163(e)(1)(C) of this title, if the Inspector Gen-
eral submits a determination under subsection
(a)(3) of this section that the State is not in
substantial compliance with the requirements
of the applicable State statute, then for the
period beginning with the date on which that
determination was submitted and ending on
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the date on which the Inspector General deter-
mines that the State is in substantial compli-
ance with the requirements of that statute,
the funds awarded under this part shall be al-
located solely for the uses described in section
14163 of this title.

(2) Rule of construction

The requirements of this subsection apply in
addition to, and not instead of, the other re-
quirements of this section.

(Pub. L. 108-405, title IV, §425, Oct. 30, 2004, 118
Stat. 2291.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter.

§ 14163e. Authorization of appropriations

(a) Authorization for grants

There are authorized to be appropriated
$75,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2005 through
2009 to carry out this part.

(b) Restriction on use of funds to ensure equal
allocation

Each State receiving a grant under this part
shall allocate the funds equally between the
uses described in section 14163 of this title and
the uses described in section 14163a of this title,
except as provided in section 14163d(f) of this
title.

(Pub. L. 108-405, title IV, §426, Oct. 30, 2004, 118
Stat. 2292.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Innocence Protec-
tion Act 2004 and also as part of the Justice for All Act
of 2004, and not as part of Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 which enacted this chap-
ter.

PART F—RAFAEL RAMOS AND WENJIAN LIU
NATIONAL BLUE ALERT

§ 14165. Definitions

In this part:
(1) Coordinator

The term ‘‘Coordinator’” means the Blue
Alert Coordinator of the Department of Jus-
tice designated under section 14165b(a) of this
title.

(2) Blue Alert

The term ‘‘Blue Alert” means information
sent through the network relating to—

(A) the serious injury or death of a law en-
forcement officer in the line of duty;

(B) an officer who is missing in connection
with the officer’s official duties; or

(C) an imminent and credible threat that
an individual intends to cause the serious in-
jury or death of a law enforcement officer.

(3) Blue Alert plan

The term ‘‘Blue Alert plan’ means the plan
of a State, unit of local government, or Fed-
eral agency participating in the network for
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the dissemination of information received as a
Blue Alert.

(4) Law enforcement officer

The term ‘‘law enforcement officer’ shall
have the same meaning as in section 3796b of
this title.

(5) Network

The term ‘“‘network” means the Blue Alert
communications network established by the
Attorney General under section 14165a of this
title.

(6) State

The term ‘‘State’” means each of the 50
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the United States Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

(Pub. L. 114-12, §2, May 19, 2015, 129 Stat. 192.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Rafael Ramos and
Wenjian Liu National Blue Alert Act of 2015, and not as
part of Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act of 1994 which enacted this chapter.

§ 14165a. Blue Alert communications network

The Attorney General shall establish a na-
tional Blue Alert communications network
within the Department of Justice to issue Blue
Alerts through the initiation, facilitation, and
promotion of Blue Alert plans, in coordination
with States, units of local government, law en-
forcement agencies, and other appropriate enti-
ties.

(Pub. L. 114-12, §3, May 19, 2015, 129 Stat. 193.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Rafael Ramos and
Wenjian Liu National Blue Alert Act of 2015, and not as
part of Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act of 1994 which enacted this chapter.

§ 14165b. Blue Alert Coordinator; guidelines

(a) Coordination within Department of Justice

The Attorney General shall assign an existing
officer of the Department of Justice to act as
the national coordinator of the Blue Alert com-
munications network.

(b) Duties of the Coordinator

The Coordinator shall—

(1) provide assistance to States and units of
local government that are using Blue Alert
plans;

(2) establish voluntary guidelines for States
and units of local government to use in devel-
oping Blue Alert plans that will promote com-
patible and integrated Blue Alert plans
throughout the United States, including—

(A) a list of the resources necessary to es-
tablish a Blue Alert plan;

(B) criteria for evaluating whether a situa-
tion warrants issuing a Blue Alert;

(C) guidelines to protect the privacy, dig-
nity, independence, and autonomy of any
law enforcement officer who may be the sub-
ject of a Blue Alert and the family of the law
enforcement officer;
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(D) guidelines that a Blue Alert should
only be issued with respect to a law enforce-
ment officer if—

(i) the law enforcement agency in-
volved—
(I) confirms—
(aa) the death or serious injury of
the law enforcement officer; or
(bb) the attack on the law enforce-
ment officer and that there is an indi-
cation of the death or serious injury of
the officer; or

(IT) concludes that the law enforce-
ment officer is missing in connection
with the officer’s official duties;

(ii) there is an indication of serious in-
jury to or death of the law enforcement of-
ficer;

(iii) the suspect involved has not been
apprehended; and

(iv) there is sufficient descriptive infor-
mation of the suspect involved and any
relevant vehicle and tag numbers;

(E) guidelines that a Blue Alert should
only be issued with respect to a threat to
cause death or serious injury to a law en-
forcement officer if—

(i) a law enforcement agency involved
confirms that the threat is imminent and
credible;

(ii) at the time of receipt of the threat,
the suspect is wanted by a law enforce-
ment agency;

(iii) the suspect involved has not been
apprehended; and

(iv) there is sufficient descriptive infor-
mation of the suspect involved and any
relevant vehicle and tag numbers;

(F) guidelines—

(i) that information should be provided
to the National Crime Information Center
database operated by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation under section 534 of title
28, and any relevant crime information re-
pository of the State involved, relating
to—

(I) a law enforcement officer who is se-
riously injured or killed in the line of
duty; or

(IT) an imminent and credible threat to
cause the serious injury or death of a law
enforcement officer;

(ii) that a Blue Alert should, to the max-
imum extent practicable (as determined by
the Coordinator in consultation with law
enforcement agencies of States and units
of local governments), be limited to the
geographic areas most likely to facilitate
the apprehension of the suspect involved
or which the suspect could reasonably
reach, which should not be limited to
State lines;

(iii) for law enforcement agencies of
States or units of local government to de-
velop plans to communicate information
to neighboring States to provide for seam-
less communication of a Blue Alert; and

(iv) providing that a Blue Alert should be
suspended when the suspect involved is ap-
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